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ExtraS from the laft Will and Tejlament of the late Rev. 

JOHN BAMPTON, CanoAof Salisbury. 

—— ■«* I give and bequeath my Lands and Eftates 
*.« to the Chancellor, (Matters, and Scholars of the 
** Univerfity of Oxford for ever, to have and to hold 
** all and Angular the faid Lands or Eftates upon 
“ truft, and to the intents and purpofes hereafter 
** mentioned; that is to fay, I will and appoint, that 
“ the Vice-Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford 
** for the time being fliall take and receive all the 
** rents , iflues, and profits thereof, and (after all 
“ taxes, reparations, and neceffary deductions made) 
f* that he pay all the remainder to the endowment of 
“ eight Divinity Lecture Sermons, to be eftablilhed 
“ for ever in the faid Univerfity, and to be perform- 
£‘ ed in the manner following. 

“ I diredt and appoint, that upon the firft Tuefday 
** in Eafter Term, a Ledturer be yearly chol'en by 
’**. the Heads of Colleges only, and by no others, in 
the room adjoining to the Printing-Houfe, between 
the hours of ten in the morning and two in the after- 
.<* noon, to preach eight Divinity Ledture Sermons, 
the year following, at St. Mary’s in Oxford, be- 
tf tween the commencement of the laft month in Lent 
“ Term, and the end of the third week in Adt 
“ Term. 

“ Alfo I direct and appoint, that the eight Divi- 
“ nity Ledlure Sermons lhall be preached upon either 
“ of the following fubjedts—to confirm and eftablifli 
“ the Chriftian Faith, and to confute all heretics and 
ft fchifmatics—upon the divine authority of the Holy 
** Scriptures—upon theauthority of the writingsof the 
a ** fc primi- 
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IV 


EXTRACT, tie. 

** primitive Fathers, as to the faith and pra&ice of 
“ the primitive Church—upon the Divinity of our 
** Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift-—upon the Divinity 
* of the Holy Ghoft—aipon the Articles of theChrif j 
tian Faith, as comprehended in the Apottles’ and 
“ Nicene Creeds. 

“ Alfo I direct that thirty copies of the eight Di-- 
“ vinity Ledure Sermons fhall be always printed, 
“ within two' months. after they are preached, and 
4< one copy fhall be given to' the Chancellor of the 
<e Univerfity, and one copy to the head of every Col- 
lege, ana one copy to the Mayor of the city of 
“ Oxford, and one copy to be put into the Bodleian 
** Library; and the expence of printing them (half 
* ( be paid out of the Lands or Ettatcs given for efta- 
** blidling the Divinity Lecture Sermons; and the 
** Preacher fhall not be paid, nor be entitled to the 
•* revenue, before they are printed* 

“ Alfo I drre£t and appoint, that no perfon fhall 
u be qualified to preach the Divinity Lecture Ser- 
tnons, unlefs he hath taken the Degree of Matter 
**' of Arts at leaft, in one of the two Univerfities of 
“ of Oxford or Cambridge; and the fame perfon 
** fhall never preach the Divinity Lecture Sermons 
“ twice.” 


DEDICA- 


tv 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



( T ) : 

r v 

TO 

THE RIGHT REVEREND 

THOMAS THURLOW, D. D; 

» 0 


LORD BISHOP. OF DURHAM. 


MY LORD, 

TFH E appointment, which 
produced the following Difcourles, will 
in fome degree fanCtion my ambition 
to prefent them to the public under 
the protection of your Lordlhip’s 
Name. It originated with the 
Univerfity of Oxford: and interefted 
as your Lordfhip is in whatever may 
: b claim 
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d£ frf ca t iti N' 

cl&iin 7 ^ fhe : leaft relation to a plate , 1 
wherfc you paffed many of your earty 
yfear* ‘ ^th a Propriety of ^ Cohdud^ 
that 'hath marked your Character 7 
through life, you will l am fure a&‘ 
cept With Condefcenfion the efforts 
ditis 0 < ixcited, to elucidate the Triitft J 
ati^ Purity of that Religion, of which 1 
you 1 have ever difcoVered yourfelfin 

t - „ . v . * . T ,, . 

Heart and Practice a warm and coil-' 

iilient Friend. ;1 ’ 

- i\• ..::ra 


I am well aware, that I have verf- 


tiired ; on ground already taken ; anil 
that many valuable Treadles havt ap£ 


p6afed J on the fubjedt of the 
ihjj li&etsV* -Biit' there l is a ‘ ttfedi 
of writing 1: peculiar to d^fetehf 1 r ^- 

' ’ riods: 


4 , 
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afftP *#M by, defyUoty /-e^dera, 
oferilWf. ) Hencp . it is,,- tjiat j fgjns, ,<£ 

' ’ * V 

thpfopubUcations alludodto ^ypifaljflft 
into as being tpo 

a^ appwng tedious : digreffing 4f r , 
t# ? , extraneous matter on fbme points 
npj; .-jv^ry. material, and treating, ^ 
<Jpgrpe ( of, languor others of morp 
pp^nce. Thofe on the.pther hand,, 
which are comprifed in the narrow Ji?* 
mits of one or two Sermons, I conceive 
tp r l?p ip, lubftance too comprefled,to 
^L$$rd general, fatisfadion; the Brevity 
r^jpaittpg .many . affumptions, .to 
g^^ef tJ^e r dpuhts of Sceptical , en r . 
QBMH P%ts again, though te- 
^ atfprcii^g.fpupd^I 
t *boh - b2 Truths 
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ton 

With Elegiri^e and Pei^pidikfc 
4^, • . • irathet : ckicnlated to im]&E& 

themind already perfiiaded ’, than tb 
obviate the Exceptions of Cavil, and 

$dfiipl£ and Doubt. ' 

l..y -d!;- . .. . , ■:' ■:•. , . = •' ■•' . T 

'' tte& observations hive long “ iftl- 
H£c6d’ hie to 'think fottiething ftirtlieV 
WiiftiSftgt fbtnething onthefbbje&'ift 
ahdtftairt et clear, yetclbfe ihd 7 af- 
■^erilieH¥#tivh \ ¥uch as adverting b?> 
C%Jfc©ibn$ as thb^rofe, and^htf^hk^ 
fflg w£y ,J i& Truths ridigHt u bcfi$- 
hland 'afferibi dftthe afhired 1 Gfouhd'bf 

I have, in the 

taken nothing for granted: proceed*- 
irt^gradually from proofto proof, and 

fliun- 
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1 P*Q#«4*4». tfa fafcif- 
&c>f} of no dilutable article that tay 
^ the way of njy plan, 

I;"-' : / ’ • •■ . :f ' ; '••* tj-fi/ii 

In thofe metaphyfieal 
to which my fubje& occafionally led 
ijje, |. have particularly aimed a*p er “ 
fpicpity: fenfible, that whenever, : -a 
f \yrjter involves his ideas in Obfcurity, 
itjWdl always remain 4, doubt whether 
hf % ; fatisia&ory to himfelf, and,is an 
af^lptebarto the convi&ioa of others 
9$-, fuhje^s of that nature, , it is not 
^aiy to write to the comprehenfion pf 
e^ety reader $ but, as far as I was abJ© 
^^^tenipted to do it. , t > {I 

■-b 5 C J-J6'.q j- i : r. - ' ‘ ' 1 

ban t iooiq ol V'oft.iS.v’?. ; { - ‘.m 

-nnrfi 
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de'dic a¥i6'N. 

as *neW" Adt&fhiids df ¥ & eli¬ 
sion,‘'the Tenets 1 of Whicli and ejf^a 
nature to excite none j but f«ch ris^ife 
Aciverfafies to human H&ppinefsy ate 
continually 1 aiming at hew Objedtibnis, 
or vamping old ones up innew ftile and 
figure; I have, on every article, mdre 
particularly applied myfelf to the Ex¬ 
ceptions of modern writers. Evdry 
rutile obje&iony in the fhort forttvjpde- 
jfcribed on the prefent odcafiori, 4t ivas 
not poflible to notice: of thdfe that 
have been ptopofed to the publiC/\Vkh 
moft Plaufibifity; arid retailed' with the 
f greateft Succefs, I have riot defignddly 
'failed by any; for indeed I have db^ 
'lerved none, that in the fair field of 


l > 


argument blight imt fafely be met; 1 ' 

u The 
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■pswpmw- ** 

- 1 1 d pW, J, ,p W pp^d, to purffie y and 

3 P^efrof A he Lee- 

s»*» S 

,fliip, you were plcafod,tp regard^,a 

^fTOfW? 4W»t.s, I have 

f.tljp.Execution may your equal 

o^pprohatioii. But this in f whatever 
dsgtse ypur judgment may with-hold, 
vh atp ea£y in the perfualion, that your 
- j^r^jjp’^ known Zeal foi; thelnterefts 
iss£ 7 pu£<i?pmmon Religion wiU J with 

a w^il-^nteiatapneden- 
rlrfaavpWi'Ti a,3eal, fljyfyfld, which^yu 
orbass ddgja-yed in. every, .fitiiafi^n r( of 

P.ffe °? e> 

-tJffMefei #?jd«4 .yp H 

t<Am fen Sffi rt «? n hA »$„ g 

tbfiftWtf#: “f Yfejj”** 

3f lT c 4 expfelTed 
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eotpreffed in a cardial Attention to in¬ 
digent and defcrtihg Minifies $n f6\& 
Dioccie; who hftvei ofte'ftfelmd them- 
delves promoted WithoutApplicatiah 
tm their Part, and often agomft thi 
Application of Greatnefs and Fowefci 
'There is Meritinfupportingan infe>- 
rior Station with Firmnefs- and Reiigna)- 
tion: but much greater, as it isamach 
more difficult part to fhffain, in bil¬ 
ling an ekalted one With Propriety and 
Attention ; in Which the GkitoS< Hjf 
Duty are -moise numerous, ktt'd ’ the 
Charge af ^reater Weight. Our Minds 
indeed* are farmed with different Apti- 
tade^: and,fame there a^e / , : *that 'onty 
/feel rtbcmfekes in elevated Sit^atie/hS*; 

' fehfttie tfawe ibSksopefibr^‘F^eftihril tfald 
i- Room 
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DEDICATION. xiii 

Room to expand. But it is your Lofd- 
Ihip’s peculiar Felicity, to appear form¬ 
ed, or more properly to form yourfelf, 
for every Situation in life, to which you 
have been occafionally called; from 
the literary eafe of academic privacy, 
to the higheft honours of your profef- 
fion: to have in every lituation, 
through which you palled, conci¬ 
liated Efteefn, and left it with the 
general Regret of thofe, with whom 
you have been refpeCtively connected. 

Thofe Inducements alone would 
have directed my pen to this Ad- 
drefs, if more powerful ones were 
wanting: the Pleafure of acknow¬ 
ledging the Favours, I have from your 
Lordlhip myfelf received; and the Sa¬ 
tisfaction 
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DEDICATION. 


tisfa&ion of teftifying to the world, 
how much, and how truly, I have the 
Honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s dutiful, 

Moft obliged, 

And devoted fervant, 

R. Shepherd. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Reference having been made in the 

. • • *.‘J* 

Courfe of the following Difcourfes to a.f^ra- 
difiacal State, the Author has annexed toithem 
aLatin Sermon on the Subje&j though written 
on a different Occafion, and preached feveral 
Years ago. 

• f i . . ... ■ < : -n 

;v; < M 
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THE 


Ground and Credibility 

^ 'OF THE 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
^ -s E R^O N I. 


Prov. iii. 13, t$c. 

Happy is the man , that Jindeth wifdom y 
and the man that getteth underjlanding : 
for the merchandife of it is better than 
the merchandfe of fiver , and the gain 
thereof than fine, gold. She is more pre- 
. cious than rubies, and all the things thou, 
canft defire, are not to be compared with 
her. Length of days is in her right handy 

and in her left hand riches and honour. 

Her ways are ways of pleafantnefsy and 
all her paths are peace. She is a tree of 
life to themy that lay hold on her. 

TTH E original word nD3n, in this Sermon 
place rendered, wifdom, is, in the firft ^ ^ 

chapter of this book of Proverbs, ufed in 
A the 

• && . 
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3 THE GROUND AND CREDIBILITY 

Sermon the plural number: which, according to 

^ the Hebrew idiom, is fometimes fubfti- 
tuted for a fuperlative degree. Wifdom 
crieth without ; or, literally tranflated, 
wifdoms : the word JTiD3n there de¬ 
noting the higheft and mod: excellent 
wifdom; the wifdom of religion: which 
is indeed lb far the higheft point of 
wifdom; that, though its roots be fixed 
on earth, its branches reach to heaven : 
it hath the promife both of this world, 
and that which is to come. ’Tis the 
fame kind of wifdom, that is defcribed 
in my text; and in this fenfe the word 
is frequently ufed, both in this book of 
Proverbs, and Ecclefiaftes. The defcrip- 
tion is highly luxuriant; and were it a* 
true, as it is rich and elegant, one might 
conceive it of fuch efficacy to captivate 
mankind; that no attention would be 
witheld, no exertions fpared, to conci¬ 
liate an ample plenary poflefiion of her: 
at lead: that no wifhes would prevail, 
no endeavours be exerted, to banifh fuch 
a religion from the earth. 

But 
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trv TMB CHRISTIAN RELIGION. J 

But with what religion will this en- Shsmow 
gaging imagery comport ? Not with the ^ Ij s 
religion of nature; for in, different ages, 
and different countries, the religion of 
nature hath deviated into the grofleft 
errors. It taught the Perfian, to pay 
his adoration to the fun ; and fome parts 
of India, to worfhip the tremendous 
power of darknefs and evil. It directed 
the Egyptian, to fall down and humble 
himfelf to the reptile, and the plant; and 
impelled mankind to fuperftitions, often 
as immoral, as the rites themfelves were 
ridiculous and vain. Whether the The- 
ology of Greece and Rome were founded 
in political artifice, or in the flights 
of poetical imagination, the defcription 
before us can not apply to that religion: 
fiat it boafted hot a Angle character of 
wtfdom, purity, or fatisfa&ion. Noe 
doth it aptly fuit the imperfect, incom- 
pfeat religion of the Jews. Burthened 
with a* yoke of ceremonies, which, fays 
the apofik, neither we, nor our fathers 
were able to bear ; by a rigid obfervance 
Wf* A 2 of 
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4 T8E GROUND AftD CREDIBILITY 

SiftmtoN of thole ceremonies, expofed to innumer- 
^ . able and great hardlhips, and denied a 

variety of gratifications, did they tread 
the way of pleafantnefs : or cut off from 
the reft of the world, hating their neigh¬ 
bours, and in their turn delpifed and ri¬ 
diculed by them, knew they the path of 
peace ? The tree of life they had forfeit¬ 
ed, and it had been removed far from 
them; nor did the inftitutions of their 
religion, nor even its promiles, as under- 
ftood by them, extend fo far, as to ena¬ 
ble them to lay hold on it. 

\ 

The divine Encomiaft looked farther, 
and higher. Rapt into future ages, he 
exhibits the picture of a perfect religion: 
and if we examine the traits of it, we 
lhall find the animated defcription fuit 
only the religion of Jefus Chrift ; 
and fuit it in every particular. What 
is the merchandife of Jilver and gold, and 
precious Jlones , with all that is defirable 
in life ; when fet in competition with 
the gain, which that religion propoles, 

the 


k. 
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OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION! $ 

the acquHition of the Kingdom of Hea- Sermon 
ven ? In enjoining temperance, the fbun- v j 
tain of health, and parent of longevity, 

Xhe holds out length of days in her right 
hand: and the general prohibition of 
ienfual and Worldly pleafures, the lu/l of 
the fiejh, the defire of the eye, and the pride 
of life, which Chriftianity pronounces, 
will, if complied with, in its natural con- 
fequences, and according to the ordinary 
diipenfations of Providence, conduct us 
to, what her left hand offers, riches and 
honour. So eafy is her yoke , and light 
her burden ; that her ways may be juftly 
Ailed ways of pleafantnefs , and her paths 
the path-way of peace. Through a Re¬ 
deemer’s fufferings, we are re-inftated 
in the pofleffion of the tree of life: and 
it is in every Chriftian’s power, to reach 
out his hand, and lay hold on it. 

If nature incline men to wifli for 
happinefs, and with the rules of fuch a 
religion as this, a religion fo happily; 
calculated to promote it, they cannot be 
- ' A 3 brought 
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€ THE GROUND AND CREDIBILITY* 

Sermon brought univerfally to comply; we have 
** _j to lament the intemperance of youth, 
the worldly-mindednefs of age, and 
perhaps above all to deplore the known 
depravity of human nature, which can 
beft account for lb inconfiftent a con¬ 
duct. But that numbers fhould be 
found, uninfluenced, as it may feem, by 
any incentive, except the fiend-like 
motive of counteracting the happinefs of 
the human race, anxious to extirpate 
fuch a religion from the world; now 
combating it with the force of argu- 
guments, fuch as fubtilty fupplies, now 
employing the light weapons of irony 
and ridicule againfl: it; haranguing dif- 
cipular circles in every place of public 
refort, retailing infipid objections, which 
have been a hundred times refuted, com-* 
phffing fea and land to make profelytes 
to their opinions: this, did not experi¬ 
ence inconteftibly prove the faCt, would 
tranfcend our belief; as it almofl: baffles 
reafon to account for fuch exertions. 

Some 
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OF THE CHRISTIAN RELI6I0N. 7 

Some motives however may be af- Sermon 
figned, tending to excite thofe malevo- ^ ^ 

lent attacks: the affe&ation of Angula¬ 
rity, the love of novelty, the repug¬ 
nance to whatever checks the tide of 
prefent plealures, the pride of feeming 
wife; the confeious meannefs of acknow¬ 
ledging the charms of virtue, and at the 
feme time Hooping to the pra&ife of 
vice, and, from thence derived, the au¬ 
dacity of juflifying that practice by de- 
Hroying or confounding all principles of 
religious truth. Thefe, acting on dif¬ 
ferent minds, may influence correfpon- 
dent habits of thinking; and produce 
( and explain the illiberal infults which 
religion fometimes fuftains: while reafbn 
fhudders at the defperate Hake the ralh 
adventurer rifks in an unequal conteH; 
where he can gain nothing, and may 
Jofe every thing. 

But amidH the various engines, that 
have been fet at work, to prejudice the 
interefls of ChriHianity, none are more 
A 4 mifchievous 
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8 THE GROUND AND CREDIBILITY' 

Sermon mifchievous than thofe; which have 
fubftituted fome (hew of religion in its 
room. For attacks upon a religion fo 
pure in its precepts, lo calculated to im¬ 
prove the mind in virtue, and raile it 
above mean, and felfilh, and narrow 
purfuits, without the pretended intro¬ 
duction of Ibme other religion in its 
place, can have no better effects with fo- 
ber and ferious men ; than to convince 
them of lecret defigns, framed againft 
virtue’s felf, and tending to fet mankind 
loofe from all reftraints of conference, 
and the lhackles of moral duty. « 

Againft fuch efforts the world is t 
guarded : and treat them as delperate 
attempts to diflolve the bonds of locie- 
ty, and introduce barbarifm, anarchy, 
and confulion. And that this muft be 
the confequence of principles of Athe- 
ifm, or of that kind of Theilm, as de¬ 
trimental to the morals of mankind as 
Atheilm itfelf, which fuppofes God to 
have no regard of human a&ions, is a 

truth 
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OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION* 9 

truth generally affented to, and well Sirmon 
undcrftood. 

Of thole adverlaries of Chriftianity, 
who advance with fchemes of religion 
in their hands, I will mention only two. 

The one is he, who difclaims all reve¬ 
lation ; and bows down to the fantaftic 
idol of moral fitnefs: an univerlal rule 
of a&ion, as he reprefents it; and in all 
inltances a fufficient one, as he affefts 
to believe it. Under the other charac¬ 
ter are underftood thole, who beneath 
the malk of Chriftianity employ their 
lecret elforts againft it: who inlid uoully 
affume its name, and fcarcely that ;* 
who, while they lay. Lord! Lord! 
are leduloufly undermining that Lord’s 
authority, dignity, and power. That 
advances againft it, with the air and 
port of an open and avowed enemy: 
this enlifts under its banner, only to 


* In common with the Mahometans and Jews, the 
Sopmaai affe& the appellation of Unitaii ans# 

deceive; 
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Sermon deceive; thus employing againft it the 
double powers of hoftility and fraud: 
that bids bold defiance; this, like the 
felfe difciple, betrays with a kifs. We 
will examine the general features of 
each : their particular pretentions will, 
in the courfe of the fubfequent le&ures, - 
be with more minutenefs inveftigated. 

By thofe underminers of the Chrif- 
tian Faith, it will be obvious to my au¬ 
dience, that I have in my eye the fpawn 
of the antient Ebionites, the revived fe£t 
of >the Socinians; whole principal aim is 
not the denial of the Trinity, nor of the 
Divinity, nor Pre-exiftence of Chrift, 
nor of any other fingle article of Ghrif- 
tianity; thofe may be fteps; but their 
roalked defign is an obje£t of larger ex¬ 
tent. Some diflike one gofpel, and feme 
another; and of thofe, which they ad¬ 
mit, they hold themfelves at liberty to 
believe juft as much as they pleafe. They 
were firft ftiled Cerinthians, Ebionites, 
and Nazarenes: for thofe feveral fe&s, 

though 
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'though differing in appellation, fprung up Smmok 
much about the fame time, and in their 
fundamental do&rines were nearly the 
fame. They acknowledged Jefus to have 
been the Meffiah; but acknowledged 
him, with that defective apprehenfion of 
his nature and dignity, chara&erifed by 
our Lord himfelf \ feeing they faw, but did 
not perceive ; and bearings they beard\ but 
did not underjland. The uniform tenor 
of the gofpel evinces a requifition of 
faith greater than the bare acknowledg¬ 
ment, that Jefus was the Meffiah : his 
true difciples were further required to 
'believe him to be the Son of God. Thus 
when our Lord alked them, whom they 
ddnceived him to be; Peter anfwered, thou 
art Chri/l, the Son of the living God. And at 
his trial the high prieft in folemn terms 
adjured him to tell them, •whether he were 
Ghrifit the Son of God. Hence we leara 
what was the true faith; and how far 
that of the Ebionites was defective. 

They admitted him to he the Meffiah, 
but rejected the evangelical account of 

his 
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8b»mon his Divinity : they pretended to believe 
lt r -^ L _ r him to have rifen from the dead, but 
allowed him no more than human 
powers. 

Thofe were the tenets, on which 
modern Socinianifm has been built: from 
its origin to the prefent day, a very con¬ 
tracted feCt; and in the long fucceffion 
of feventeen hundred years continually 
dying away, and reviving. Paul of Sa- 
mofate, bifhop and patriarch of Antioch, 
was their great luminary: with all the 
influence of his ftation, he propagated 
his doftrines; in which, finding him- 
felf refblutely oppofed, he with all the 
meannefs of a temporalift abjured them. 
The ftorm a little over, the reftlefs fpirit 
of innovation induced in him a fecond at¬ 
tempt to revive them: when the neigh¬ 
bouring bifhops aflembled themfelves 
at Antioch j and, after a fair and can¬ 
did difcuffion, unanimoufly condemned 
them: condemned thofe particular tenets, 
the denial of Chrift’s Divinity, and of 

his 
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his defcent from Heaven. And the opi- Sbrmok 

• • |¥ 

nion, the whole Chriftian Church in ** 
that early age entertained of thole te¬ 
nets, forms a powerful argument againft 
them. 


But I intend not in this difcourfe a 
Hiftory of Socinianifm; and therefore 
pafs over Theodotus, Symmachus, Arte* 
mon, and others; even the great Soci- 
jius himfelf, a man of Ihrewd parts, but 
who wanted much the ballaft of learn¬ 
ing: only remarking, that the do&rines, 
to which thofe Hereliarchs obje<fled, 
themfelves plainly faw were founded on 
the exprefs word of fcripture; and 
therefore the fcriptures, fo aflerting them, 
lome rejected, and others endeavoured 
to explain away. But it is not the re* 
je&ion of this, or that fcripture dcxftrine, 
which will fatisfy our modern SocinianS: 
with affected regard for Chrift, their 
brother, their teacher, and friend, they 
difbwn him as their Lord; and of his 
iupremacy and .original reject his own 
■*' account: 
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Sermon account : with pretended zeal for Chri£ 
tianity, their incelTant labours are di¬ 
rected to undermine the authority* of 
thofe fcriptures, on which Chriftianity is 
founded. 

Compared with modern Sodnians, the 
more decent Mr. Toland purfues the 
fame point with modefty and modera¬ 
tion. All that he contends for is, the 
right of interpreting Jcripture fgurativeLy > 
•when accafion requires it.* We fee, to 
what this will lead : for, every one judg¬ 
ing for himfelf of the neceffity of fuch 
figurative interpretation, both do&rines 
and precepts will be eafily interpreted 
away. Toland however keeps up a fhew 
of reverence for the authority of the 
fcriptures. But what lay our modem 
Sodnians ? Why truly, that the “ pro* 
u digious divine apparatus of a particular 
“ infpiration of each lacred writer [of 
“ the Golpels] was wholly umiecefla- 

• Chriftianity not myfierious* 

iy.”« 
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“ Qf courfe it was not conferred, SsRMott 

or* in their own words, “ this high 
“ notion of the infpiration of the fcrip- 
“ tures, of the Gofpel in particular, is 
“ contrary to fa&.”+ 

■ But though the gofpeh were not die* 
tated by particular infpiration j “ yet,” 
fays the author laft quoted, “ they may 
“ be termed in fome degree infpired writ* 

“ ings, as they contain a faithful detail 
“ of the doctrine of Chrift, which he 
“ received immediately from God.” 

Yes, admitting his reprefentation of them, 
they are juft in fuch degree infpired, as 
other true hiftorical details are. For* 
according to the account of Chrift, which 
thpfe writers advance, where is the great 
difference between him and Socrates ? 

They were both endowed by God with 
a ^greater degree qf wifdom, than other 
men pofiefled; for all wifdom is from 

" -L, > . - 1 

• Prieftley # s Harmony of the Gofpels. 
f Lindfey’a Addrefa to the two Univerfities. 

God: 
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Ss&moii God: neither of them left behind hiitf 
j any works of his own ; and the Hiftory 
of their Lives and Doctrines was each 
written by their refpe&ive difciples. The 
gofpels therefore are juft upon an equal 
footing of infpiration with the dialogues 
of Plato. And the religion, which in- 
ftead, of ftritt Chriftianity is under thefe 
refinements propofed, in its full extent 
amounts to thefe two points : the prac¬ 
tice of the precepts of the gofpel, as 
far as, confidered in the light of a fyftem 
of morals, we approve them; and a 
belief of its do&rines, fo far as we may 
judge, the Evangelifts “ had been care- 
“ ful to put down, with fidelity and 
“ exa&nefs, what they had feen and 
“ heard themfelves, refpedting their di- 
“ vine mafter Jefus,” (the denial of 
whofe divinity by the bye is an efpecial 
tenet of the writer, I am now citing) 
“ as alfo what they had learned from 
“ other competent witnefles.”* 

* Lindfey’s Addrefs, £sV. 

* Here 
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Here We fee the defign fairly unfold- Sirmok 
cd; which, as far as its influence may ^ A i xf 
extend, muft weaken the obligation of 
the gofpel precepts, and effedtually do 
its doctrines away : it fits thofe to every 
confcience, and invalidates the authority, 
that enforces thefe. Yet do the propa¬ 
gators of thofe tenets affume the title of 
Chriftians; open conventicles to the pre¬ 
tended honour of that Lord, whom they 
have thus degraded 5 and affeft to form 
their religion on thofe fcriptures, they 
have robbed of the ftrongeft charadter- 
iftic of truth. 

Such is the unfixt, variable fyftem of 
fetith and morals, which the Socinian 
holds forth. The Deift, more candid, 
as more open, denies all revelation; and 
affedts to own no other law, than that 
of nature. He pretends the foundation 
of his religion to be laid in reafon ; and 
its rule of conduct to confift in the di¬ 
rection of that reafon, and the apparent 
aptitude and propriety of things, Mo- 
B '* ral 
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Sekmon ral fitnefs, the object of his idolatry, 
^ ^ beckons him to paths which fhe hath 

fhaped; and which, fhe promifes, the 
conduft ihe prefcribes will ftrew with 
flowers. She tells him, the lole end of 
man’s exigence here is, like that of the 
Leviathan in the deep, to /port and take Ins 
pajfime therein ; fhe bids him purfue and 
enjoy his own temporal happinefs; and, 
laving his own happinefs, to confult for, 
and promote, the happinefs of others. 
She addreffeshim in the reprobated words 
of the apoftle ; eat and dr inky for to mor¬ 
row we die. Enjoy the good things of 
this world, while they are in thy power ; 
for this end were ye placed here, for 
this end were they given: and who 
knows what a day may bring forth. 

Palatable reafoning this to the paflions 
and appetites of human nature: and 
> captivating the religion ; which on fuch 
eafy terms makes both worlds our own ! 
For moral fitnefs, that meafures duty by 
the line of reafon, which again is regu¬ 
lated, or at leaft ftrongly influenced, by 

inclination. 
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inclination, will eafily perfuade her vo- Sermon 
tary; that by employing his fuperfluities 
on objedts in need, by dealing out his 
bread to the hungry, and cloathing the 
naked wanderer, he purchafes a licence 
to indulge himfelf in whatever practices 
his reafon, thus biafled by appetite, may 
feem to fandtion. He may laugh at 
fuperdition and indulgences : but were 
matters fairly and hone ft ly explained; 
it would be difficult to determine, in 
favour of which the divine voice of wif- 
dom may decide. 

■The pradtice of a warm and diffufive 
benevolence is certainly a duty, highly 
incumbent on us to difcharge : yet are 
we not to lay the whole ftrefs of religion 
on it. Chriftianity reprefents it as only 
•one part, and the inferior part too, of 
the law and. the prophets: and reafon 
taught the heathen, that, apart from the 
fotial and relative duties, there is a duty 
dnd fervice owing only, and immediately, 
to God. The duty of benevolence claims 
/! B 2 our 

• • m ' r * , ■ 
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Sermon our regard, even as an a£t of religion ; 

L but not exclufively: it demands our 
obfervance; but not to the neglect of 
equally, or perhaps more, important 
ones. It is among the things, which 
ought to be done , but on account of which 
others are not to be left undone. 

There is however a brilliancy, it 
muft be acknowledged, in this fafh ion- 
able religion ; which is made to confift 
in a difcrimination of moral re&itude, 
and a cultivation of the relative and 
focial duties, particularly that of chari¬ 
ty. It lays hold on our tendered: affec¬ 
tions, it interefts mankind in its favour^ 
it covers , not compenfates for, but con¬ 
ceals, or hides, a multitude of fins. 

The paflage juft cited, men, whofe 
religion fits ealy on them, thofe good 
cafuifts, who would fecure to themfelvefc 
the next world, without giving up this 
pleafures of this, are very apt through 
ignorance to miftake, or mifreprefent 
\ through 
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through defign : from thence alledging Sermon 
the fan&ion of fcriptural authority, to , _*• ^ 
juftify a kind of commutation for fin. 
Whereas the apoftle’s intention, in the 
ufo of the expreflion, being to inculcafe 
the practice of brotherly love and chari¬ 
ty, which our Lord and Mafter had par¬ 
ticularly preffed upon his difciples, de¬ 
claring it fhould be a badge of their dif- 
ciplelhip, hi makes ufe of that firong 
ekpreffion ; only as intimating, that it 
was a virtue of fo bright and luminous a 
nature, as would attract the notice, and 
conciliate the good opinion of mankind,' 
hiding by its luftre a multitude of little 
faults. 

Take reafon, or revelation for your 
guide; and you will find both the one, 
and the other, inculcate our duty to God, 
as the firft and great duty : yet doth - 
this 1 favourite religion of the Deift, with 
all the focial virtues in its train, leave it 
entirely out of the queftion. “ Quod 
“ fupra nos, nihil ad nos is an apho- 
B 3 rifm 
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Sermon rifm ever in the mouth of thofe, who 
I 

v own no other religion than that. And 
thus, under the affe&ation of honour¬ 
ing the Deity by a diftant humility, they 
are led to regard Him with indifference 
and neglebt. “ He is too elevated," 
reafbn they, “ for us reptiles of a day 
“ even in thought to approach him. 
“ We are arguing in the dark, when 
“ we difpute about his nature and at- 
“ tributes r and without being acquain- 
“ ted with his nature and attributes, we 
“ cannot acceptably worfhip Him : but 
** not to worfhip Him acceptably and in 
“ truth, is falfe religion : and falfe reli- 
“ gion is worfe than no religion at all.*’’ 

But this fluent train of argument is 
falfe in every article. In giving us rea¬ 
fbn to difcover that there is fuch a Be¬ 
ing as God, our Creator hath declared 
it a duty to employ our thoughts on 
Him : and however little He hath been 
pleafed to difcover of Himfelf; that 
little it is the higheft prerogative of bur 

nature 


Digitized by 


Goc ; 


4 . 



OR THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 23 

nature to look up to, and the moft glo- Sermon 
rious exercife of the intellectual faculties ^ 
to inveftigate. Nor are we on this fub- 
je6t fo much in the dark, as fcepticifm 
may pretend : want of demonstration is 
no proof of fahhood ; nor ought it to be 
any difcouragement to the purfuit of 
truth. Without that perfeCt compre- 
henfion of the divine nature, which hu¬ 
man prefunfption may demand ; it is af- 
ferted, that we may pay to our Creator 
a reafonable fervice : and it is denied, 
that a falfe religion is worfe than no re¬ 
ligion at all. It may be fo; but not 
neceffarily. Confidered in itfelf, and 
apart from the accidental malignity of 
its tenets, even a falfe religion is as much 
more acceptable to God, than no reli¬ 
gion whatever; as an imperfect endea¬ 
vour to pleafe, is preferable to non-exer- 
ntipn.and negleCt. In a word, the know¬ 
ledge of God, which, imperfeCt as it is, 

•He tyath (lamped upon the human mind, 

, Sufficiently evinces; that to contemplate 
; Hinn,, to acquaint ourfelves with Him, 
rtojjij ® 4 ^ 
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Szamos in order to inveftigate how in the moft 
^ acceptable manner to ferve Him, is not 
above us : it is a duty incumbent on us ; 
it produces in us a love of Him, and 
fulfils the firft command. 

If the excellent wifdom of that full 
and perfect religion, which in do&rine 
and precept the gofpel exhibits, we con¬ 
trail with the two fubftitutes of it above 
defcribed; we fhall find it neither vague, 
nor defective. In refpect of our duty to 
God, it teaches; that to love him with 
all our heart , and all our foul , and with all 
our mind, and with all our Jlrength ; and 
agreeably to fuch an inflamed, enlarged 
affeition, to ferve Him; is the firft obli¬ 
gation of man. And for the regulation 
of our conduit to our neighbour, a pro¬ 
per difcharge of the focial and relative 
duties', it lays down the completeft rules 
in the fhorteft compafs. “ To love our 
neighbour, as ourfelvesand “ to do 
!“ to all men, as we Would they fhould 
“ do unto us are maxims, that form 

the 
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tbenground work of the beft and com*- Si* MOM 

O T 

pleteft fyftem of Ethics, moral philoio- ^ ^ 

phy ever framed. 

Its do&rines are authoritative and ex- 
prefs ; its precepts clear and obligatory. 
However mens appetites, inclinations, 
humours, or caprice, may differ and va¬ 
ry ; true religion will be always the 
fame : a perfect unchangeable rule of 
action. And though its precepts and 
doctrines we may pervert and wreft; we 
muff take heed, that in fo doing, we 
wreft them not to our own deftruftion. 

-Plain and fimple in its inftitution, it 
ieekts no adventitious colourings; free 
fifom defeats, it eludes not fcrutiny, nor 
-ftiuns the light: but the more we fee, 
and know* and are acquainted with it, 
ihe more defireable doth it appear to us, 

Reafon is the touchftone, on which 
jhe truth of religion is to be tried. Let 
the>i(Mahometan fay, believe: and 
guard the. facred Koran from the fcru- 
;if : . pulous 
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8s»mon pulous eye of rational enquiry. Chrift 

^ ^ ^ hath laid, fearch the fcriptures ; for they 
are they t which tejlify of me. And never 
have books been more critically, and 
more envioufly fearched, than they: 
while from thole trials they have ac¬ 
quired new ftrength; riling from the 
fiery ordeals with all the acquifition of 
luftre, trial and truth can give. The 
religion, which declines an appeal to the 
tribunal of realbn, is always to be fuf- 
pe&ed. To her the Chriftian commits 
the guidance of his faith : her facred 
principles will fupport its. authority, 
when from the faftidious countenance of 
Deifm the veil of prejudice lhall drop ; 
and the infidious fchemes of modern re¬ 
finers lhall, like air-blown bubbles, float 
for their moment, amufe light minds, 
and die away; when unftable notions, 
and vain conceits, by wild imaginations 
luggefted, and through love of novelty 
entertained, lhall by fober judgment be 
weighed, and in the cool hour of reflec¬ 
tion relinquilhed. Schemes of religiop, 

fuch 
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fbch as thefe, may continue for a time; Scrmqn 
but, for want of a folid foundation, at ^ ^ ^ 
length the bafelefs fabric muft fall. 


I. On thefe principles, in the dife 
courfes, which on the prefent occafioti 
engage my attention, my defign is, by 
a chain of arguments deduced from the 
foundation of all religion, the divine ex* 
iftence, fummarily to evince the ground 
and credibility of the Revelation of Jefus 
Chrift. In proof of that firft great 
truth, the Being of a God, I lhall have 
little occafion to dwell on arguments 
kgainft the direct Atheift : the fooL, 
who fays m his hearty there is no God. I 
ihall content myfelf therefore with ad¬ 
vancing fuch only, as may be moft fa- 
•trsfaffcory and convincing : and pafs on 
•adly' to him, who, acknowledging the 
Being of a God, by a denial of miracles 
doth in effect limit his power ; a fpecies 
of Antl-Theifm fcarcely lefs wicked, 
thah direct Atheifm itfelf. And I will 
3fdly hdvert to that more refined Atheift.; 
■ Xj W whofe 
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Sskmov whole defperate principles of Material- 
^ ^ _ r ifm tend to degrade the Divine nature. 

II. From the evidence of God’s exift- 
ence, we will proceed to the proofs of 
his fuperintending providence; a par-4 
ticular, as well as general, providence 
that is, a providence, which not only? 
dire&s and upholds the world in that' 
ordinary courfe of nature, that fucCef-*' 
lion of general caufes and effe<Sts, which 
was in the firft arrangement of things 
eftablifhed ; but fuch as with all-perv^- 1 
ding eye oblerves, and guiding hand' 
directs each leffer movement ; evety 1 
minute occurrence, as well as every 
traordinary event. 

III. And from thefe adduced proofs 
of God’s exiftence and providence, I in- ' 
fer the duty of religion: that is, the 
proper acknowledgment of God’s crea¬ 
tive power, and upholding goodnefs, by 
afts of adoration and praife; obligatory ^ 

■ ! < l ' ■ ■ " oh 
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on beings endowed with a degree'of Sx*do«nr 
realbn, equal to that of maru . ** 

IV. But though realbn be thus com¬ 
petent to point out the neceffity of reli¬ 
gion,; fads and experience evince its in* 
fufficietncy to dired us aright in its doc* 
tones and precepts, and the purity of 
worfhip: from whence follows the ne* 
ceffify of a Revelation. 

M . 

K 

, rV. And on this fubjed .1 fhall confine 
my thoughts to the nature and extent 
of-the Revelation made to the Jews: 
the completion and perfedion of which 
were deftined in the Meffiah. 

VI. In examining the ancient prophe¬ 
cies,, of the Meffiah, my principal objed 
wj|l be to pote and illuftrate thofe par* 
titulars, in which the Jews had mif- 
ta.ken and, mifinterpreted them : .not 
oqly ip (referring to worldly conquers, 
p9tpp,„apd power, defcriptions, which 
wjfh ho human charader could com¬ 
port ; 
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Sermon port; but in their grofs mifapprehen- 
^ lion of thofe prophecies alfo, which as 
plainly allude to his humiliated and fuf- 
fering ftate. And as thole contrafting 
prophecies never did meet in any other 
of their great characters, nor ever can, 
but in one, who lived the life, performed 
the miracles, and experienced the fuf- 
ferings, which Jefus did : they will not 
only demonflrate, that he was the Mef- 
liah ; but as afl’uredly prove, that he 
pofl’effed powers more than human, and 
exercifed an authority, that marked his 
origin, as his million, divine. 

VII. From the authorities of the Old 
Teftament, relpeCting the nature and 
dignity of the Mefliah, I propofe to pur- 
iue my inveftigation of the fubjeCt 
through the Scriptures of the New; 
and therein to enquire, ill, what is the 
general fcope, and uniform tenour of 
thofe fcriptures, relpeCting the Pre-exift- 
ence and Divinity of Chrift: and 2 dly 
to meet the objections to thole doCtrines 

in 
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ih the full force, in which the leaders Sermon 
of a revived feft have prefled them. . 

-And in this inquiry may the Ipirit of 
truth dirett me, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord : &c. &c. 


Jl ! 

SERMON 
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Rom. i. to, &c. , . i 

, s , ... 4 

For the invifble things of Him from the 
creation of the world are clearly fen. 
Being underfood By the things thatary 
made ; even his eternal power and God* 
head. 

Sermon TH HE exiftence of God is fo clearly 
, j*; manifefted, and his creative power fo 
far underftood, faith the apoftle ; that 
even the Heathen are without excufe, 
in not paying Him that purity of wor-' 
fhip, which 'his fublime nature and God¬ 
head require. And indeed reafon doth 
fupply us with fo cogent arguments of 
fuch a being, and thofe attributes ! 6f in¬ 
finite power, wifdom and goodnefs, iii- 
' feparable from Him, which' St. ’Piftil 

Riles 
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ftiles ** the invifible things of God” ; as 
nothing but the mod determined pre¬ 
judices can withftand. 

> One Would conceive that we need 
but open our eyes on the fair frame of 
things about us, and queftion our hearts 
how came they here: and our hearts 
would anfwer, this hath God done ; per¬ 
ceiving that it was his work. The Athe- 
id however hath difcovered the way of 
making a world, without calling to his 
affidance the power and wifdom of 
God. 

“ Nullain real e nihilo gigni divinitus utiquam j” 

is the principle, on which he proceeds 
to eredt his fpecious building: how far 
it may be admitted, we will in the 
fequel examine. 

I. If at the fird, or from eternity, 
nothing exided ; there never could 
have exifted any thing : £6 far jud and 

C true 
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Seukok true is the pofition above aflumed. 

Vi 11 * j£f •Something therefore exifted fjrote aH 
eternity. 

That something was either matter ; 
or a fubftance different from mattec. 
"■ inertion being an eflential property of 
matter, mere matter could never have 
produced idelf; for felf-exifteace.: im¬ 
plies activity : it could not havepco- 
duced itfelf even in a Chaotic, Ihapelcfo 
nafs. Something therefore muff from 
eternity have exifted,. pofleft of aftbse 
and higher powers, than matter. ipo£> 
feffes. That something we ftUe Gpd. 

• ' ■'•■■'if 

• But admitting for a moment the ffnfv 
srier fuppohtion, and conceiving of s@at* 
ter, as an eternal exiffence ; from 
whence Ihall we fuppofe it to have de¬ 
rived thofe beautiful and varyingih^pes, 
which we now behold ? On the ©oft 
favourable fuppofition of its origin, a 
rude, indigefted mafs v from whence 
did it become pofleft of its power of di- 
VteHifying its motions and operations in 

fuch 
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tfueh dt manner, arttf produce the wonn Smmos 
derMvarietyof beings, that are found L 
Scattered upon the face of the earth ? 

1 - HThe atomifts faw the derfeft of this 
fehfeme of Atheifm: and therefore to 
felf-exiftent matter they gave a power, 
which does not belong to it ; they 
conferred motion on it, and introduced a 
tnitlionof felf-exiffent, dancing atoms: 
afyftetn of heathen philofophy, which, 
l¥OWeVer blazoned with the ornaments 
j verfe, is much of a piece with that 
df theit theology; both highly poetic : 
ittd,> ndtwithftanding the encomium, 
with which a modern hiftorian of no 
ffti&ll namohath diftinguifhed the pretty 
thfetfogy^of Julian,* both exceedingly 
ahffcf d. - 

- 2 b y-fc.il ■■-} 

- • ^$Jedefla#y felf-exiftence id the prime • 
htwibutd of Qhe Deity: fomething feIf* 

a iaighc ; i; V • •. ■ •• : . v 

of Oeclin^ fffi Fall of the 

Roman Empire. 

~.tb to iSV.’Oq ;:Jt ?-,• y.xu- i-\ '.yj \ 

- ( ii e«oi?£tt3{j[o oy' . Q .fbij-it M GJRfte«H» 
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Sermon exigent is God* A million therefore-of 
^ felf-exifting, felf*moving atoms, axe a 
million of Gods. . And whenthofe mid'; 
lions of atoms had danced themfelves 
into fhapeable exigences, Teas, rivers, 
mountains, trees, and the dike:: it was 
natural enough for the plaftic powers)of 
poetic imagination, to perfonify thofe 
eternal exiftences ; who, according to 
the fcheme of Epicurean philoibph|y, 

> were Deities ready made to their hand,* 
and hence, their Oreades, Naiades, &c* 
their Gods and Goddefles, of land, and 
of rivers, and even of the bowels of the 
earth. , 

v But fuppofing for a moment therein 
iftence of motion, without admitting^ 
mover : there is {till wanting de(igu 1; 
For a fortuitous dance of atoms is, 
more equal to the creation of a . world, 
which there are fuch marks of ipfinit^ 
wildom, harmony, and defign, as jtfeifc 
of ours difplays : than a fortuitojufc jum^ 
blc of letters, to the compofition of an 

epic 
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epicpoem^ ori 06 « colours* to the deli- Sermgm 
neation. ofairegular picture. For on the j 
m®ft advautageoas idea of what matter 
is, and mofcion can do : that is no 
more than an inert, chaotic, mafs; and 
this a blind impulle, eternally proceed¬ 
ing without defoliation. 

o .* Tfo make one conceffion further, and 
ihppoie, upon another fyftem of Atheifm, 
matter to have eternally exifted in the 
beautiful variety of lhape and form, in 
which we now behold it; without fome 
eitterhal ftlpport, all thole beautiful ap¬ 
pearances of things muft long ago have 
funk into their original nothing. For 
nifttfei^, fitch as the world is compofed 
<tf^g t b4?ng in itfelf liable to corruption, 
aflfertate fubftances, as well as inanimate, 
having all their rife, their progrefs, and 
d&cdy t their felf-exiftence does not im- 
pfy &' greater^ degree of abfurdity, than 
ifittor tfelf-fupport from all eternity in 
the famn form and ftate. 
as In uon.K-.-/.-’C -3 From' 

nqcs 
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Seuwoj* Prom this view of the incompetence 
.j of matter, eonfidered in every light, to 
fclf-exiftence and eternity, We maft ad¬ 
mit fome fuperior principle ; and ac¬ 
knowledge an eternal feif-exiftent caufei: 
ibmething of power to create matt dr, 
which in itfelf poffefles no active pow¬ 
ers, confequently not the power of felf- 
fexiftence: an exigent caufe, pofleffing 
alfo wifdom and defign, equal to the 
diverfification obfervable in this fair 
frame of things about us. And that) be¬ 
ing is God. ,, r- 

. ' : J b.II. 

To this beauty, order, and regula¬ 
rity, fo difcernible in the unrveife^ghe 
-apoftle in my text particularly appeals ; 
in proof of the exigence and perfeQiobs 
of the Deity. And if this argument 
could be thought to want any eonroho- 
rative; I might infiance the urviverlal 
confent of mankind, in all ages of the 
1 world, and in every region tviwhiojb con¬ 
currence of affent muift be a ilrang' pre- 
fimiption of truth*. < r -i?x.sw 

For 
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'.uHor it.cmitradi&s every prir>c>piq of JS 
«afoir, to ina^ine that by the confer 
Nation of huraau nature falfe ptrineiplep 
fhould have been: generally and, uniform¬ 
ly infufed into our minds ; and that ( vtp 
fhould be naturally inclined to error: 
that, in this great truth of God’s exi li¬ 
enee, the whole world Ihould be taught 
to err; except the few, whole intereft 
it may be, to wilh the doctrine falfe, 
that they may live to the full enjoy¬ 
ment of their appetites and inclinations, 
without the moleftation of conference, 
and the alarms of fear. Nor can any 
•Hither, certain and general caufe be af- 
3 digued fort fo general an opinion, except 
the pqUure of the human miud: which 
. bath; this notion of a Deity born with 
uitjand, as we may thence conclude, 
qflamped upon it by the: author of na- 
twe,the Deity himfdf. But I forbear 
v ito purfue this argument; or to dwell 
i longer J on this part of my fiitvjexft: 
hpftetujlg: to the fecond proportion; 
which was to reconcile the fuperfedure 
° * . C 4 of 
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SsKMeft ©fotfc»,sgQ*ieral)law$ ofrjaafc^ne, inTithe 
L ^ . cafeof miracles, with i the wifdom and 
goodnefs-nf-that infiqif© being,! *whd'flo 
thei i operation' of nature affigned thofe 
laHSTfer* 1 • •'•’ • ,J 

]■' . n > -Jih . ■ . L'.*> ” 

IL To Acknowledge a ! Deity, arid;yet 
tie Him dowm by fuppofitions, which', if 
pu(hed> to) their utmoft length, wotted 
leave Him .with limited powers; is to 
throw over: Atheifm fo thin a veil, as 
bides* nothing of it, but its name. This 
however is) the tendency of an argument 
againft the reality of miracles, which 
has been maintained with the igteafeft 
confidence; and is founded oii‘ theft foil 
poffihility. scf ihem, confident Withbtsbe 
attributes of the Deity* A rtiiracleit»e<| 
igg a fuperfedure or alteration r of ftb«d 
ejElablUhed courfe of nature,' k isi oon-^ 
tended ; ; thatif.fuch alteration he fotfthfc* 
better, the courfe of . nitrite r watfi; ioh 
originally eftahHQfed withrinfinlte 
dom; if for the.waffle; hi is>rin iherariod ‘ 
not confident with infinite goodnefs. 

■ r - v This 
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r i This aDgumerit; farlit isa>fav®ilrit» 8 bw*oj» 
bne, hath been offefed in Another form, L ^ 
and with a chappy change of' wbrds. 
^God/Mt is argued “ cannot fuperfcde 
** the courfe of things, he has eftabliflk* 

“ ed, without violating the laws of 
^nature.” The wordy violate, addi i no 
hew foiree to jthe argument’: "hot it 43 
iptly calculated to fling imputed' cenlurt 
on the oppolite opinion: as maintaining 
the .reality of thofe extraordinary operai- 
tiottfc, at the expence of violating ih© 
iacrsd iaws of God and nature; ' 

ihid'u . . x : * * • •' '■ ‘ '■ 

flJtaf^rra mare full, and ftronger terms,? 
I««ffeiiithe argument ; in the direft 
wbr&tof a celebrated eflay, by zeafbtis^ 
partisans iftill dealt but ih 'detail, add' 
fetid fap i in i triumph. “ A' miracle 13 a 
‘“nWolation of ’the laws of nature: and,; 

‘^ifasibt fidna' and unalterable • experience’ 

^rcbath weftabiiflied thefe laws, the prbbf 
‘^hagakift : miracle, horn the very ng- 
*??dnue>bf sthei fad, is^sintire; as aflfy 1 
.•.elerthoo^ i\\:n v 1rt ‘ l 

■id T “ argument 
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fiscnoK “ argument from experience can be 
poffibly imagined.” * ^ 

- .'J, ' 

The firft part of the propofitidn, it ife 
plain to obferve, is an affertion without 
proof: unlefs the fubfequent claufe be 
intended to fubftantiate one, in the af- 
fumption, that firm and unalterable expert - 
ence hath efiablijhed thefit laws. Btit firm 
and unalterable experience conftitutes 
fuch proof no longer, than till thefe 
'laws are fuperleded ; and then firm and 
unalterable experience proves in particu¬ 
lar cafes and for fpecial purpofes, a devi¬ 
ation from thofe general lawSJ And 
foch deviation is as ftrongly eftabfrfKfcd 
by firm and unalterable experience, as 'the 
former regularity itfelf. Nor cat* ft, 
being God’s immediate operation, of at 
leaft an a ft under his permiflion, with 
more propriety be fti led a violation of 
the laws of nature ; than the mountain¬ 
ous waves of the lea, proudly oVerleap- 

* See Hume’s EffayonMiraclei. . i 

V • ; : ' ' : ing 
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log the bounds which He had fet them, fiiunnr 
deluging whole regions, and ingolphing ^ 
cities, — or the dark fpots, which aftro- 
nomers obferve increafingly to incruft' 
the! bright orb of the fun, in poflible 
diminution both of its heat and light, — 
can. be charged on his works, as viola* 
tions of the general laws. He had af- 
^gned$o their operation. 

; i He, that had a power to direft nature 
• according to certain general laws, muft 
alfp have a power to control, and alter 
he* movements. And fuch alteration, 
control, is as much the aff, either 
^pap^ately or immediately, of infinite 
jgpwer and wifdom, as the general law 
MW It/is a part of that general law; 

,^vhich was formed with fuch a fpecific 
-)^viatijon. Whatever weight therefore 
, be<afcribed to this argument; it in 
^fprdaty ppfiefl'es none. It Hands not in 
in proof, that fuch fuperfedure 
of the general laws of nature is impoffi- 
ble ; as being incompatible either with 
g infinite wifdom or power. The only 

queftion 
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question t then . is/whether huniantefti* 
t many he fufficicnt to prove it: which 
will fall under an article of future dfift 
cuffion ; being a point of enquiry; with 
which in the prefent cafe we are not 
concerned. Nothing more is. in this 
Hate of: the fuhjeft contended for /thaq 
that God can fuperfede the general laws 
of nature, without incurring the rath im-. 
putation of violating them. 

But the author was led into this? ar¬ 
gument, by narrow notions of the divine 
agency. He has adverted to die Deity, 
as an artift ; and to the ftrufbuEfc x*£ 
this world, is a complicated machine,, 
of >his framing; confifting of a variety! 
of mechanic powers, which he. puts 
into motion, affigtiing general caotch, 
ments to every difiinft part; turns the! 
piece .of finifhedmecbanifm niitiofilhisr 
hands, and. leaves it in its various parts, 
to ipurfueits -deftined operations cwhieht 
it will invariably perform, lunlefe.fomej 
derangement df the parts impede and 1 in" 
Iii -': T terrupt 
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tetfoptnite imotiorts. ^Now wire thfe r&> 
jfceftntation of the> Deity*'adequate > and 
jitoft ; * the argubient adduced; rhuft: be 
admitted of no inconfiderable ■weights 
For as. the great: machine;’muff have 
cofoe .< out of the hands 6f its Creator 
perfe£Uy good, and was left without furU 
the*-; attention to continue the courfe, He 
had prefcribed to it ; every deviation 
from the order and courfe. He had fb 
prefcribed, would be a deterioration of 
bis work. 

.:un ■ ■ ... ■ . v 

/ Biii doth fuch an idea comport with 
the Cirdator of heaven and earth ? * And 
iixfoeidwhat human idea will ? Certainly 
however the idea of God, at 1 firft crea¬ 
ting) and giving movements to'the world, 
aad chen leaving it to purfue thofe mo* 
tioins ? aso longer Under his infpe&ion, 
without.this farther regard, Without fupt*. 
part/: -*-:fach idea: doth fuirely ill fuiit 
tHmAttributes of lomnifcience ’and omni* 
pmfehcB.)ii'In { his operations he kjpows 
neither- jtegjnning; middle, nor. endi 
’iquiv^ With 
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46 THE GROUND 

Ss|Mo« With Him no diftance ' diftinguiflief 
time or place : He looks neither back¬ 
wards nor forwards; the idea of first, 
or last, notes not his a&ions : who is 
always, every where; and at one coni- 
prehen five glance views every minute 
movement of every part of his innume¬ 
rable works, in every period of their 
operations. 

When at the firft, if, in application to 
God, we may properly ufe fuch a term as 
first, He made the element of water 
yield, to the impreffion of the human 
Hep; He made it alfo on a particular od- 
cafion to refill it: and the one particu¬ 
lar occafional power was as much the? 
given power of God, and as early giv&i, 
as the other. And this given power, to 
that part of nature, which performs it? 
is his law. With the fame almighty 
fiat, which put the world in mOtion, 
He for a moment Hopped the movements 
of feme of its parts. At the fame mo^ 
ment, He few them perform their acctrfc 

tomed 
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toft^djevolutloos, and faw djepi halt: S**mo* 
when, < jn feripture language, the fan I ^ 
JiwcL JIHl on Gibeon, and the moon in the 
valley of Ajakn r At the fame inilant, 
and with the fame glance, he fees the 
fun travelling in his ftrength, and the 
moon’s reflected beams enlivening the 
gloom of night; and alio beholds, at 
the defined period of their diflolur 
tion, the one turned into blood \ and the 
face of the other darkened: His hand 
alike dire&s both operations. Refpeft- 
ing Him, with whom time is not, when 
we fpeak of periods and of times; we 
flr^nld keep ever in mind, that we ufe 
terms, becaufe we know not how 
spicsprefs our ideas of Him more fuit- 
ably» r But thus far our ideas of God 
may attain: that afting always, as He 
demooftratively does, and prefent every 
whereas He neceffarily is, when the 
operations of nature are moil eccentric, 
equally, as when moil regular, they per* 
fdrm tbe divine will; and the unerring 
re^t;itudc, ; witl» which He rules,orflops, 

•btJirir i her 
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Sermon her motions, ever preferves the couiie, 
L i . that nature may purfue, from the im-. 
putation of violation. 

III. The point, which under the aiti- 
cle of God’s exigence I propofed in thf 
third and laft place to confider, was the 
general principle of Materialifm: as of. 
tendency to degrade the divine nature. 
For when we magnify matter above its 
juft claim and pretenlions, and aferibe to 
it perfections, which it doth not poftefs; 
when we attribute to it perception, me¬ 
mory, reflection, thofe intellectual facul¬ 
ties, a ray of divinity, if indeed the 
image of God be in any degree ftamped 
upon us : we muft take care we be not 
led ftep by ftep, at laft to degrade the 
divine nature, and materialife even the . 
Deity himfelf. 

That fuch dangerous tendency in the 
principles of materialifm is not matter 
of vain prelumption, but of faCt; the 
direCt acknowledgment of one of the 

moft 
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«$ft^et<h-mined riiaterialifts of this age Sermon^ 
evtttteS;' wlio obferves^ that u the doc- ^ J.jyw 
“ trine of the materiality of man hast 
** been charged with leading to Athe- 


* v if¥h. rt * And then in the very fame 
wbrk,while he affeCts to remove, he pro- 
ce?edstoeftabIifh, the charge : employing 


tWt> factions to prove, that “ the nature 
“ of’the Deity is material.” The an- * 
tient philofophy of Epicurus conferred * 
motion on felf-exiftent matter: the mo¬ 
dern materialift, more bountiful, endows 
it with perceptive and intellectual powers. 
If that were Atheifm; I fear this will • 
raiik little lower. Such principles, if 
th%y lead men to conceive of God, not 
as he i"s, but turn the glory of God into a 
corruptible nature , are equally derogatory 
from the fublime nature of the Deity, as 
direCt Atheifm itfelf. And the author’s 
candid acknowledgment of the exiftence 
oP fuch a charge is, on the fubjeCt we 
arftmow in vefti gating, fufficient to juftify ^ 


^ P/k^lej^s Di fquifitions on Matter and Spirit. 
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Sermon my endeavours to guard againft princi- 
pies of fo defperate tendency. 

The chain of realbuing, on which the 
Materialifl proceeds, fuppofes, that to en¬ 
able one being to aft upon another, they 
muft each poffefs feme common proper¬ 
ty : the mind therefore, if qualified to aft 
upon the body, mull have fome common 
‘ property of matter; and for the fame 
reafon fo mull the Deity himfelf. But 
what has the properties of matter, is mat¬ 
ter. This is in brief the argument in 
fupport of the doftrine of materialifm : 
and fuch is the delperate length,; to 
which it goes. 

v Let us examine this train of reafbn- 
ing, and argue on the faft in the iex- 
treme : let us fuppole the truth of the 
conclufion, that the Deity poffeffes fome 
property common to matter ; and alk 
what known property it is. Not iner- 
tion, moll affuredly : for everyattribute 
of the Deity implies aftivity. Note foli- 

dity; 
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i 'for in Him, Wih«th«r ithe iChrif- iSjwmon 
- tian’s Godj drtheheathen .philofopher’s f ’ . 

minima mundi, we live , and move r and have 
t&tr hemg. Not lhape: for .that has 
t bounds. In fliort, not any property of 
;i»atter,that :ean beafcertaimed. Every 
ipower of the mind, and every property 
' -'ohfervable in matter, are fo. effentially 
•* '-different; that the idea of homogeneity 
4li thfe'two fubftances is too extravagant 
beadmitted on any other ground, than 
*abdtre£f proof of the impoffibility of the 

- i^a&iouof) Ipirit ; on matter, without' the 
^eiiffenee - of feme common property. 

ceOntf incapacity ■ to comprehend.in what 
manner fuch adtion, fo circumftanced, 
can. be exerted, is not fufficient, againft 
-nemty appearance that it is fo, to deftroy 

- xtheripofiibility of the fadt. 

orrv ^ehhAwever) bold the affertion is, that 
-h-fpibit cannot adt upon . matter without 
* i jwrfffefflhg fame common property of it; 
otf»£kiihowever fadfe it may* be cat muff: 
^itfo^opetfidiffidence ibe acknowledg- 
viifc D 2 ed, 
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SintaoN ed, that it is difficult to conceive how 

L ^ thought can come into immediate con¬ 
tact with a fubftance fo apparently op- 
pofite to it, as matter. But humbly 
confidering how little we know of the 
laws, by which God governs the world; 
though ignorant of the caufe, may we 
,not, inftru&ed by the effeft, fuppofe fome 
fecret law of nature exifting, fome fine 
link between the two fubftances, by which 
•the mind may receive its fenfations and 
ideas; and through which it may ex££- 
cife its operations, excite motions, and 
perform actions ? We know, in thp 
chain of material beings how nice y t|ie 
links of nature ; we know, how nearly 
the quadruped approaches the feathered 
tribe ; how nearly the inhabitant of tfye 
watery element him, that grazes on the 
plain ; the vegetative the animal beiqg. 
And I conceive it not improbable, much 
lefs impoffible, which is fufficient to 
.urge againft a direct impoffibility; that 
: there may be fome fine link between 
the material and the immaterial world, 

fome 
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fome medium of aXion, which, if known, Sermon 
’Would fatisfy the doubts of philofophic , ^ 

arrogance. 

t . • 

' My defign in this difcourfe has been, 
to eftablifh the proof of God’s exiftence, 
as the foundation of all religion : and 
with all humility fo far to inveftigate 
the Divine nature, as forming an object 
of religious worth ip ; of that pure form 
of worfhip efpecially, the truth of 
which in the fequel of thefe difcourfes I 
lhall proceed to evince. And if the 
reflexions on this fubjeX, which I 
have now offered, have any weight ; 

'they Will conduce to mould our minds 
Jtld the ftudy of ourfelves. And when, 
'convinced of our own weaknefs and 
ImpeffeXion, we raife our thoughts 
to 7 tihe contemplation of the Deity; we 
"■Stoll, from what we are, from what we 
feel within, and behold without us, de¬ 
rive 1 irrefragable and increafing proofs of 
’ his exigence. We fhall learn to think 
‘fiiifhbly of ourfelves, and exaltedly of 
• bh " / u " :: D 3 that 
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Sermon that infinitely perfect and adorable Be- 
^ ^ ing, who called us from nothing ; and 

> gave us all that we at prefent enjoy, ov* 
in reverfion hope for. And when the 
enlarged mind expatiates on. his power ^ 
we fhall tremble at the idea of fixing 
any thing like a limit to it: when we 
endeavour to fearch into the infcrutable 
treafures of his wifdom; we fhall exp¬ 
ert every fertile power of imagination, 
to admire and revere it: and when we 
prefume to employ our thoughts on his 
nature ; we fhall feparate from it eVfcfp 
3dea, that fiats not with the higheft -ejgs 
ceilence we can attribute jto the- mofb 
foblime and exalted Being: and often 
all this ftretch of heart, and foul, atsdl 
ftrength, to think worthily of Himywer 
fhall have to lament the weaknefs of 
our conception, and the imperfection 
Of oUr ideas; fatisfied that, high as the 
enraptured mind can raife them, they 
foil beneath, infinitely beneath, the 
elevated fubjeft, on which they are em* 

SER- 
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Job, xxxi. 4. 
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He not fee my ways , £0«#/ < 2 // 

/wy feps? 

From the evidence of God’s exift- Sermon 
euce, which was the fubjett of my laft . . .-. j 
difcourfe; we will now proceed to the 
proofs, we have of his providence. It 
has been {hewn, that the world is the 
pfipdu&ion of a Being infinite in wifdorn 
and power, whom we flile God: tho 
point of do&rine next to be proved is, 
that rhis World, this whole fyftem of 
created things, is fuper-intended, gp- 
vcrned, and dire&ed by that Almighty 
God, who made it. And indeed there.is 
D 4 fuch 

H if 




Digitized by LjOOQle 



THfi: GROUND AND CK EDI BUTTY 




&BKMOH 

UIl 



futkh » natural and neceflary connexion 
between rile 'belief of God*fe exiftence, 
and fuperintendence; that he, who be¬ 
lieves the one, would he think confift- 
ently, muft believe the other likewife; 
If we believe there is a God, who made 
the world ; we muft likewise believe that 
the fame God, who made the world, 
doth govern it too. For matter is as in¬ 
competent to fupport it’s own exigence, 
as to create itfelf; nor is chance better 
qualified to govern a world, than to 
make one: and we have already febri; 
how unapt matter is for the active office 
of creation; and how unequal chanc’eifc 
to the formation of a world, which'dis¬ 
plays fuch harmony, regularity, 'and 
confiftence. But from appearances^l6t 
us proceed to proofs. 

■ v 

The power of God, difplayed in the 
government of the world, may be confi- 
dered in a double view: ' ? 

* \ , • - - - - '.i!T^ v 
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' Fkil, in refpe&to the material world; Samart 

4 JJTf 

in which He is acknowledged? z&fov* ^ ^ 

defing,/and dire&ing the changed and 
revolutions of nature: His will, and 


governing power, being the univerfal 
law, which it obferves. ' ► 


And fecondly we may confider the fu* 
perintendence of God, as difplayed in a 
moral and religious view; in His difpen* 
fations and government, refpe&ing the 
rational world : including the general 
ftate, oeconomy, and conduct of man¬ 
kind* And under this head I propofe a 
further enquiry into the reality of a parti¬ 
cular; as well as general, providence : ad* 
dreffedto the confideration of thole, who, 
under ; the affe£tation of enlarged ideas 
of the Divine nature, pretend to fuppofe 
it an opinion unworthy of Him, to 
' afcribe to his immediate interpofition oc¬ 
currences, which are fometimes llilfcd 
providential; but which, though appa¬ 
rently extraordinary, fall within the 
Comtnon courfe preferred to nature, 

however 
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SeKmott however hidden from us, and {ecret may 
^ be the immediate caufes of them. 

L Firft, then, the general, notion of 
providence is God’s qare of all the crear, 
tures He Has made; which muft coniiil 
in preferving and upholding their beings 
and natures, and in fuch afts of govern¬ 
ment, as the good order of the world, the 
arrangement of things, their fecret de-> 
pendencies., and correfpppdent ede&s- re¬ 
spire. And that there is fuch a mani- 
feft general ordination and adaptation of 
things in the natural world, that they 
exactly fuit the purpofes of each other, 
and contribute motually to the univejqfyl 
good, of the great whole; that the eopfo 
mon neceffities of mankind are graeipyf- 
ly provided for, and fupplied in the ufyp, 
al cpurfe of things, and according to the 
general laws of nature, whiph, infinite 
wifdomand gpodnefs originally eftyblifhi 
ed; that the heavenly- bp^es are can- 
ffituted, and their movements directed* 
\»ith e*a£. propartipn toppe anothsfcift 
:, their 
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their feveral flations and circuits*; are &b*»on; 
truths, that have with fuitable expref* ^ 
fions of admiration been obferved and ac¬ 
knowledged by thofe, who have pene¬ 
trated fartheft into Audios and enquiries, 
of that kind, 

1 When we proceed to a more particu¬ 
lar inveftigation of this interefting doc¬ 
trine of a divine providence, the mind 
is ftruck with the obferved fubfiftence. 
of things in the fame ftru&ore; and 
with the fame progreflion, through the 
federal ages of their being. In this eon-! 
federation is involved a two-fold circum- 
i&nce; their liability, and their arrange* 
ment: the one inconceivable without 
aftive intelligence, and the other with¬ 
out fupport. 

^Though neither matter, nor motion, 
ndf both united, have been found in 
themfelves competent to the creation of , 
the'Wo rid : there can be no doubt, but, 

Under the direction of the Divine archi- 

te£t. 
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Sermon te<3:, they conftitute the compofition pf 
1 the vifible univerfe. It was not there¬ 

fore wonderful, that fome philofophers 
fhould have conferred on them the prin¬ 
ciple of felf-exiftence: and it was con¬ 
fident with fuch opinion, to attribute to 
them the powers of confervation and 
fupport. But from the idea of matter, 
attenuate and modify it as you will, inac¬ 
tivity, it has been already obferved, is 
infeparable. If therefore eflentially paf- 
five, and confequently not felf-exiftent, 
but created; impotent to produce, it muft 
be equally impotent to preferve itfelf. 
For in reality how doth produ&ion dif¬ 
fer from prefervation, except as an 
exerted from its continuance ? One mo¬ 
ment of a&ive being implies, in an in¬ 
ert mafs, as confiderable a difficulty as 
another. It requires the fame power to 
confirm a fecond moment of adtion, as 
to afligti a firft; a third, as a fecon,4 : 

T and fo on through all the parts of dura¬ 
tion. And if. fo, from the fame princi¬ 
ple muft be derived the continuance 

bf 
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of the world’s exigence, as the origini 


of it. 

In the fame manner with regard to 
motion ; we cannot conceive of it, with- 
put admitting a caule. From a blind 
and fenfelefs caufe can proceed only a 
blind and indefinite effett: that is, in the 
prefect inftance a tendency every way ; 
which is plainly equivalent to a tenden¬ 
cy no way, or to reft. A tendency, in 
any given or definite way, denotes refec¬ 
tion and direction ; and thefe again, im¬ 
mediately or ultimately, an external in¬ 
telligent mover. How then can that, 
which could neither begin, nor guide, 
continue itfelf? There is befides in 
every iropulfe a diminution of motion : 
fo that whatever momentum is commu- 

! J T ^ „ y . I # 

nicated to the body impelled, re-aSion 
is 5 known to take from the impellent. 
What then can repair this continual lofs ; 
or^ in other words, fupport a conftant 
motion, like the revolutions of the 


mv 


30 


XUj; 


.jgtobe in one regular tenor ; except an ih- 
' ceflant 
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Sshuon ceflant a&ion: which brinigfc us at once 
to the inceffant intervention of a fupsr- 
intending Deity ? 

Let us next advert to the additional bir- 
cutnftance of arrangement. Survey, and 
it is a delightful entertainment to fur- 
vey,. the productions and provilions of 
Mature: you will perceive on the firft 
obfervation variety, curiofity, co-operati¬ 
on, and mutual fubfervience; fuccef- 
lions without failure, greatnefs withoiit 
difproportion, complication without eon- 
fufion. Obferve particularly the nice 
difpofition of the univerfe, of which {Ms 
orb of ours forms a part; the idiftribu- 
tionof the larger planets in wider aftd^re- 
moter orbits, that their gravity may tnOt 
interfere with the fafety or velocity 'of 
the fmaller; the meafured diHance- Af 
'the earth from the fun, whole approach 
■or recedure with any fenlible variation 
* might endanger its being* 1 or allit&usol&t- 
: forts. ' - lu 


Then 
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). Then let us Brin2: our reflections SetfwdK 

® • in 

Hearer home ; and obferve this globe of, 
earth that we inhabit, and its produc¬ 
tions. What an elegant and beneficial 
aflemblage do we behold fpringing from 
mere mould, a cold, lumpifh, crumbling 
fubftance ; not grateful to any fenfe, nor 
poflefled in appearance of any prolific 
virtue ! With what exquifite art, accom¬ 
modating ftru&ure to chara&er and ex¬ 
ertion, are particular creatures organifed; 

• leverally deftined to form and fill up a 
compact, regular, and complete fyftem : 
a fyftem, the compofition of which con- 
dGsftitig of materials infinitely numerous, 
-infinitely diverfified, hath flood for near 
fix' thoufand years one and the fame; 

1 uninjured in its form. Unimpaired in its 
1 parts, unobftru£ted in its movements ! 

1 Confider this complex wonder ; and who 
f 'can hefitate to conclude, that every thing 
iis'fuftained, guided, and uniformly rein- 
ftated, by a vigilant providence, “ great 
in council, and mighty in, work.” 

A'jil'V ■ - For 
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For in fliort wherever there is an ef¬ 
fect, it muft have a caufe anfwerable; a 
determinate effect, a determining caufe ; 
a perpetual or periodical effect, a perma¬ 
nent one. Thus order implies defign, 
fymmetry contrivance, beauty work- 
manfhip, regularity guidance, unerring 
regularity wifdom, limitation influence, 
utility forecaft. And all thefe, exifting 
in infinite circumftances, declare an 
infinite mind, operating in the appoint¬ 
ment of them with infinite difeernment, 
and in the prefervation of them with 
infinite attention ; which is in other 
words, a prefiding providence. On this 
fubjeft engaged, one cannot help giving 
fcope to imagination, and refle&ing on 
the infinite pleafure it will give the 
enlarged mind, when admitted to a 
nearer view of things, than our converfe 
in this world admits, to explore the 
curiofities and exhauftlefs wonders of 
nature : to view, with what art and con¬ 
trivance each particular creature is 
made; and how the feveral parts of this 

great 
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great machine are fitted to each other. Sermon 
° • III 

and continue on from generation to ge- , . 

neratkm a regular and uniform world. 

Mutually connected and dependent, each 

is fitted to the ufes and purpofes of their 

feveral natures, all ferviceable and afiift- 

ant to one another, and every individual 

neceflary to the whole. 

On fuch a furvey, to matter and mo¬ 
tion, to every caufe a fertile imagination 
can fuggeft, analogy will force us to add 
defign. For by a fortuitous concourfe of 
things we fee nothing regular effedbed in 
works of art 5. by what rule of reafbning 
then are we to expeX it in the opera¬ 
tions of, nature ? And with defign, we 
muft admit of a defigner: that is, a Be¬ 
ing of wifdom, to plan; and of power, 
the extent of which we meafure by the 
execution- of the plan. In nature’s 
works confider the defign, and examine 
the execution of-it; and’ impute them, 
who can, to lefs than infinite wifdom 
and power. Such were the reflexions, 
which, Qaudian tells us, cured his 
E doubts 
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SBitttefi ddubts refpe&ing a fapefinWndingpfo* 
vidence : the defcriptioh is clegsiHt^ 
and the reafoning juft; with that de^ 
fcription, the elegance of the paffeg^, 
and the propriety of fentiment it con¬ 
veys* will I truft plead my excufe for 
concluding the argument drawn from 
obfervations on the material world. 

44 Sape * mihi dtxbiam traxit fententia raentem > 
44 Curarent fuperi terras, an nullus ineflet 
44 Reftor, & incerto fluerent mortalia cafu. 

44 Aft cum difpofiti quaefiflem fcedera mundi, 

44 Pracfcriptofque mari fines, annifque meatus, *' 

44 Et lucis no&ifque vices ; tunc omnia rebar 
44 Confilio firmata Dei, qui lege moveri • 

44 Sidera, qui fruges diverfo tempore nafci, - 
44 Qui variam Phceben alieno juflerit igne '• ‘ ^ 

44 Compleri, Sblemque fuo; porrexerit tindis 
44 Littora; tellurem medio libraverit axe.* 

Claud, in Ruf. libViiu 

*. ■■ ^ i 

■. : * 5; *. ■ j 

II. I proceed adly to Oonfider the $4- 
perintendence of God as difplayediri a 

moral 


* Oft have I doubted, whether power divine » 
Dircft this world with wifdbm and defign; 

Or 
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rrmtalfU$religio!4& view, in bis difpenfp? Sbb>mgh 
tjpe&and government, refpe&ing the rati- ^ j 

oqal world ; including the general ftat?, 
cecpnomy, and conduit of mankind. 

,And in this difcuffion the firft great 
argument, that offers, is the general ad- 
miniftration of the world in favour of 
virtue. Vice is not always punifhed 
here, nor virtue always rewarded; nor 
indeed ought it to be fo: for then this 
world would be a ftate of rewards and 
punishments ; and not, as it is, a ftate 


Or all things fife,- decay, recede, advance, 

Caufe Jipd effect the random work of chance. 

But wh£& the frame of nature meets my mind, 

It’s various links harmoniouily combined; 

The bounds, |hat ch^ck the ocean’s wild career, 
The j deftine4 periods of the meafured year ; 

*ilie brightly-beaming day, the fcowling night, 
Succeeding darknefs, and returning light: 

dcMtbts^aie banilb’d, ’gainft each vain furmife, 
Gpp itgtyte reveal’d, all-mighty, and all-wife. 
l$y Him the bounties of the earth are given, 

He framed the laws, that rule the orbs of heaven: 

He bade the ocean, keep its channeled place, 

He hung the well-poifed world in empty fpace* 

' 2 V.'; , of 
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Sermon of trial and probation : - and thus 

v . wouldone of the cleareft and fttangeft 
arguments in proof of a future ftate be 
taken away. But though there be^ wife 
reafons, why fame virtuous men fhould 
be unhappy in this life, and fome vicious 
men profperous ; for this world not be* 
ing a place of judgment, but a ftate of 
preparation, divine juftice does not re* 
quire, that every good or bad matt 
fhould, according to his works, be re- 
fpe&ively recompenfed here : yet i the 
wifdom, and goodnefs, and juftice of “God 
do require, that in general virtue fhould 
be rewarded, and fin punifhed ; and thRt 
in fuch degrees, and in fuch a monwep, 
as fhall lay all reafonable reftraintS ot| 
the lufts and paflions of men, arid 
portionably promote and encourage-the 
exertion of their virtues. How far the 
face of things about us tends to confirm 
this opinion, let us next inquire ; r >coh* 
tenting ourfelves, where demonftration 
cannot be had, with the higbeft deg&ee 
of probability. . . ., • ■ in?m 

I 5 '' It 
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:.,rlt is impoffifile to parcel out by {Ssrmon 
iv&ght. ; or ; adrfiieafurement the quantity Ljr Ty ^ ' 
of good and ; evil, that falls out in this 
Xife^torefpeCtitfe individuals ; lo asde- 
mpuiXratively to afcertain the. faCt, that 
eyen in this, world there is a confiderable 
pteponderation of happinefs in favour of 
%drtue:J but as the truth of this opinion 
forms a very powerful argument, in 
proof of a wife and good prefiding pow¬ 
er,; X fubmit the following reflections;in 
filpport of it. When we obferve man¬ 
kind tin general, the wicked as well as 
tfeg- religious, him thatfearetb God t and him 
that foareth Him not, fo anxious as they 
appear ,to he,. that their. children Ihould 
purfue virtuous courfes ; we muft con* 
clnd® fuch :a:general defire to have as ge- 
pbral a motive : which is their happi- 
nefs and prOlperity in life. And though 
this? motive, which to the temporalift is 
a leading one, bo to the good and virtu¬ 
ous only: fecondary : its effeCt is in both 
inflaiicea the fame; forming an argu¬ 
ment from univerfal confent* that accord-, 

E 3 ing 
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Sermon irig to the prelent difneiifations of pro- 
vidence, or, if this mode of exprefiion 
appear an affumption of the point in 
doubt, according to the prefent courfe of 
things, fuccefs even in this world is 'the 
confequence of a virtuous conduct. 

In proof of this truth, permit me 
to refer the argument, in another 
lhape, to the difcrimination of every 
man’s own judgment. Let us revolve in 
our minds a certain number of our friends 
and acquaintances, whom we know to 
be men of virtue; and an equal number, 
whom we know, or have great reafoij. to 
believe, to be vicious characters: ften 
let us refleCt, whether the virtuous or vi¬ 
cious characters appear to enjoy the molt 
happinefs in themfelves and their ron- 
neCtions ; and from fuch reflection con¬ 
current opinion, I am perfuaded, will 
confirm the truth of the affertion “that 
“ happinefs, in the ordinary and gene- 
“ ral courfe of things, is even in this 
*• life the handmaid and attendant on 

“ virtue.” 
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“ yiftue.” . And fuch general difpenfa- Sermon 
tic^of things, in favour of virtue, is a Lr ^ 
decnonftration of a fuper-intending pro¬ 
vidence, equally and infinitely wife and 
gpo4. 


There was a fed of ancient philolo- 
phers, who carried this opinion fo far; 
that, to obviate the argument againft a 
, wife and good prefiding power, deduced 
from the permiflion and fufferance of 
jgyil, as happening indifcriminately to 
. all men, they denied , the reality of it. 
This caufed them to adopt feme extraor¬ 
dinary tenets, which led to wild and 
whimfical inferences. But both the 
tenets and inferences were lefs pernici¬ 
ous, and much nearer to truth, than thole 
oppofite doftrines ; that, to exculpate 
providence from the apparent irregulari- 
.fies and inequalities in moral difpenfa- 
tijjqns, excluded Him from having any 
concern in the government of the 
world: referring it to the jnanagement 
of an imaginary principle, which .they 
^ + E 4 filled 
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chance, and thought better Jcah 
fiuhtfqd to.; prefide in fact* , a mixt.aad 
inexplicable ftate of things. : For thqqgii 
it muft ■ be acknowledged,' that: there are 
evils in life, and that they occafionalty 
happen to the virtuous, as well as the 
wicked : yet would it on nice examina¬ 
tion be found, that thofe evils are lefe 
in degree, and in number fewer, chan;.is 
generally fuppofed ; and more frequent¬ 
ly the- confequences of human imptm*- 
dence, than the querulous difpofuipn of 
human nature will readily admit. 

:'Ol: *Vi 

Scarcely indeed is there a more eoJn- 
mon fubje< 3 : of declamation and com¬ 
plaint, than the inequality obfervabifcf^h 
the .temporal difpenfations of prqvddencfe. 

giving, fomething to feh-loveywfaiidi 
in our own Cyeeis apt to magnify outndi- 
7. fe,rviags above their real viadue ; ’ 'foite- 
.thbg to difappointmeflt, which 'blft£n 
vfits heavier on Our minds, thah'^eafOn 
„swill, ijuftify 5 'and -fomething 'to thatfde- 
. jprayfty of heart, which mchuefciid® 

,h?' make 
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rhake aifalfe^eftinnate ofour ownPhhppii SS yyt ow 
«3 jc£s,i from coriaparifon with the apparent 
hgppinefs indprofperity of other i; we 
mufti acknowledge, there is a prepondri* 
rition of happiiiefs in this world, fuffici- 
eiit to prove the government of a wife 
and'good providence : involving at the 
‘ ferine time fuch a mixture of evil, in the 
^various courfe of events, as clearly in- 
ibrudfe us to look beyond this fceneof 
things for an exa£t adjuftment of rewards 
and puniihments 

In lhort from a fair and candid view 
ofothings about us, however difoontent 
-may magnify prefent diffatisfa£tions,' in- 
firkftcies into irregularities; trials into 
hardships, impunity into profp&ityjit 
. Appears. inconceivable^ without ‘admit¬ 
ting, a fecret reftraint ona&ioflS or their 
-tdie&s by the immediate inter portion of 
,3f©iu|oe providence, but that the good 
fiWOuld be far greater fufferees, than they 
* <;i i and that feciety, if not * diffolved, 

, )«vottld bri far more deranged inddif- 
v/Ig. quieted, 
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8bumsn quieted, than we expedience it ; cop- 
1 ^ , fidering the prevalence of corruption* ,tjbe 
eagernefs of rapine, the turbulence of 
ambition, the unrulinefs of paflion, and 
. the malignity of difappointment. 

From the confideration of a general, 
let us next extend our enquiries to the 
doctrine of a particular, providence : in 
the admiflion of which the chief diffi¬ 
culty feems to lie in a narrow mode of 
conceiving of God, and inadequate terms 
of expreflion. We are apt to conficfer 
the care and management of the world, 
agreeably to'our ideas of care and ma¬ 
nagement, as a laborious operation : and 
the mode of expreflion, we ufe, contri¬ 
butes to inculcate fuch ideas. ' We 
Fpeak of God’s taking charge of theaf- 
faixs of the world, of His adminiftratiou 
of them, of His adjuftment of caufes and 
effiefts, and the like: terms, which we 
■are forced to employ, for want of fuch 
as would better fuit that infinite and in- 
comprehenfible mind; which at once 

glances 
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glances through time and nature, and Swmoh 
W ith omnipotence of will difeits, go- ^ g *._j 
verbs, and controls. 

Such opinion of the government of 
the univerfe, as a work of pains and 
labour, was I conceive an argument of ad¬ 
ditional weight to that already fuggefted; 
in inducing the Epicureans, a feit of 
philofophers confiderable both for their 
learning and numbers, to imagine the 
government of the univerfe too trouble¬ 
some, to engage the attention of the 
i)eity. They confidered Him, as by na¬ 
ture neceflarily and perfectly happy, and 
therefore above inverting himfelf with a 
charge; which to conduit with uniform 
gnd confident regularity, they fuppofed, 
muft occafion care and confideration, and 
; of courfe detrait from His felicity. The 
idea is elegantly defcribed by the Latin 
.poet; himfelf a zealous advocate for the 
doctrine, and the leit. 


* Omnis 
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&SRMQK iPtmnis *,qnim,per k 

m.t Immprtali svo fumml cum pace fruatur, 

■ ir J Semota ab noftris rebus, fejunflaque longe; , 

’ Nam privata dolore omhi, privata peridis, 

Ipfa fuis pollens opibus, nihil ihdiga noftri, { 
Necibcne promeritis capitur, nee: tangitur,Ira.i on 
- Lucr^tiu?, lib(.,>, 

. . '■ ib 

On this opinion, I have only to ob- 
ferve a narrownefs of mind ; whicji 
copld fuppofe the direction and manage¬ 
ment of fo fmall a part of the unbound©# 
works of creation, a care and trouble tq 
its omnipotent Creator. Far be it how¬ 
ever from man’s prefumption, to affedt to 

... T 


* The gods by fate and nature muft enjdy 1 j n t. 
Immortal life, sq?d bills without alloy ; . 17 33 

Sequefler’d far from earth, and earthly things. 

The threats of danger, and of pain the flings: 1 7 

Jn the perfc&Jon of their own high powers * . jU. 
Supremely happy, they require not ours ; , > t/ * 7 

Our adtions all indifferently regard, . 

Hold up no fcourge, and tender no reward. 


f The word necejfc , in this paflage, feems to allude 
to Fate : a necefTarian principle, which in the Epicurean 
fyftero, controls even the gods themfelves. 


point 
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poih! dot tn'What manner, He directs S*rmow 
and governs His innumerable works; of T 
which this yniverfe of ours is but,, a 
point: certainly not by toil and labour; 
nor by any means detracting. from fu- 
preme felicity. He governs ; as He cre¬ 
ated: and the fublime * defcription, 
given by Mofes, of His creation of the 
World, will perhaps beft fuit his goverh- 
m^nt of it too; effected by the influ¬ 
ence of an energetic volition, unimped¬ 
ed by difficulties, unincumbered by dif- 
tr'a&ion. 

To fuppofe every diftribution of good 
and evil, of happinefs and mifery, by 
certain general laws to have been irre¬ 
versibly ordained to take place in this 
life, when nature was firffcoput ii> ; mo¬ 
tion, is in efledt to limit the operations of 
Him, who impofed thofe laws on n^- 

*The paflSge alluded to is noticed by Longinus,^ as 
an unrotamoa inftance of the true fublime. 

jfuo'; ture; 

l 
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Sermon turei; and by fuch reftridlions irva degjtei^ 
^ to exclude Him from His ,own works s 
it is taking from Him every otfier, 
than a fuftaining power. Whereas, 
by referring fuch general fucceflion 
of events to a concatenation of caufes. 
decreed at the formation of all things,- 
the wildom and goodnefs of God. hi. 
particular inftances, and as occafions 
prefen t themfelves, applying the efta- 
blifhed laws of nature to the benefit, 
comfort, and correction of individuals ; 
we learn to reconcile the particular dife 
penlations of providence with the gene¬ 
ral courfe of nature. Thus we know v 
certain caufes \yiH produce certain efr 
fedts : yet we fee in the moral world, 
varying effedts often derived from an ap¬ 
parent fimilarity of caufes. Infinity 
wifdom fees what effedts in particular 
circumffances,. and for particular, and 
wife, and good reafons ought to follow ; 
and thofe He diredts to follow : and on, 
this ground is founded the poet’s reflec¬ 
tion, which has been abufed to falfe 

and 
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and pernicioUS inferences, that l4t ' what- Seri.'wow 
“ ever is, is right.” That is, whatever ^ 
eiteht takes place, it is the refult of cer¬ 
tain fecret caufes; wifely modified and 
directed by the Almighty Governor of 
the world, fo as to be the belt refiilt 
that could happen from the caufes that 
produced it. 

Our eyes difcover to us nothing, and 
from reflection we know little, of the fe¬ 
cret fprings, by which the occurrences 
of this life are moved. In afferting the 
particular difpenfations of providence ; 
we do’not preclude their afpeCt to other 
objects aiid effeCts, than the fimple one 
wb particularly note. On the contrary, 
may with good reafon conclude, that 
all’'the ’difpenfations of providence are 
fo conducted, as to have a further influ¬ 
ence ; than in any particular inffance, and 
on the fingle individual, to which they 
may appear to us to be principally direct¬ 
ed. ; #e- may fuppofe each, like a link in 
tltfe Vaff chain of nature’s moral courfe, 

to 
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Sermon to have relpeCt to the great whole. Fof 

v . who can lay, that the Author of nature 
cannot lo manage both the natural, and 
moral courlc of things j as to make the 
blelfings and corrections, He lhall will 
to individuals, harmonife with His gene¬ 
ral laws. And if no good realon can be 
produced in proof that He cannot do it, 
that is, if fuch aCt imply no contradic¬ 
tion ; we may juftly conclude He does it: 
becaufe fuch operation enlarges our ideasi 
of His power, wifdom, and goodnefs ; 
of which the utmoft reach of imagina¬ 
tion will not enable us to think fuffici- 
ently high. Every day’s experience in¬ 
forms us of efcapes from dangers, deli¬ 
verances from diftrefs, the detection of 
fecret fins fo unexpected, lo unalfigna- 
ble to any known caufe, that we attri¬ 
bute them to the immediate interpofi- 
tion and interference of God: who multf 
fee and obferve them, becaufe He is 
always every where; and whofe ener¬ 
getic power, unfultained by which the 
courfe of nature would fail, what He 

fees 
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fees and obferves, muff: dire£t and go- &mmow 

hi 

vein too. . llt " t 

When men (peak of the general laws 
of nature; they can only underftand thole 
general caules and effe&s, with which 
they are acquainted. Thofe, we are not 
to fuppofe, God will upon every light 
occafion fufpend, or alter. But are there 
not* may there not be, hidden caufes, 
which we cannot fee ; by which provi¬ 
dence a&s in his particular difpenfa- 
tions ? Such in the moral world there 
mud; be. For the progrefs and direc¬ 
tion of the paflions are in different men 
combined with fuch a variety of adven¬ 
titious eircumftances ; as feem to require 
from providence different degrees of en¬ 
couragement, afliftance, and correction 5 
fiich different degrees, as cannot depend 
upon any general fyftem, or courfe of 
things predetermined by God ; and 
therefore infer the neceffity of particular 
dilpeniations. And the moral courfe of 
things, fo difpofed and attempered, pro- 
F dpce? 
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Sermon duces that general harmony, which is 
w ^ experienced, and eafily reconciled^ by 
the admiffion of an interfering and inter-' 
poling providence; every where andal-. 
ways prefent as He is, noting all things 
as He does, and univerfally energetic as 
cmr beft conceptions of His nature re- 
prefent Him. ' 

In Ihort to difcard the belief of a .paiv 
cicular providence, is the next Hep to 
throwing afide the belief of any provi¬ 
dence whatever: for it mull be aknoft 
immaterial to individuals^ whether there 
beany providence, or not; if every thing 
be governed by predetermined laws. 
On fuch a fuppofition, where is the i£~ 
fiftance, to which patient merit may "ap¬ 
ply ? If one uniform tenor, without re*- 
fpeft to particular perfons, and particular 
cafes, prevail in the operations of iRtf 
ture; * diftrefs has no where to look for 
comfort, the workings of the piotus heart 
in prayer are inefficacious and vain. 1 

Hence 
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, Hence then it appears, that the denial Ssrooft 
ofiuph a power to providence,, in ifcfelf 
the height of prefumption, leads to the 
joweft depths of delperatiojj. For how 
mjuft it mortify a thinking mind* for ft 
moment to imagine; that the Almighty# 
after having, created the univerfe, and 
ordained laws for its general government# 
fatished with having furnhhed it with 
inhabitants# and provided for their com¬ 
mon fapport, fent them, to fucceed each 
Other pm ; this great ftage; expofed to 
innumerable evils, which it is not in their 
power to fhun; and deprived of the pro» 
te&ion of that Being, who alone is able 
to,fldeld us from them, or, what is more 
definable, m convert them to our a«U 
vantage. At that moment w,e eeafe to 
be encouraged with the lively hopes# 
that in ©ur endeavours, if we deferye the 
Divine affiftance, we Stall enjoy it ; in 
our dongas, if we merit deliyeranee, it 
will he providentially youchfafed us ; in 
diftrefsk if virtue arm n$#Qod will make 
the angry fhaft of adverfity, “ Telum 
■ji v: F ? ff imbelle 
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Sermon “ imbelle fine idu,” fall harmlefs at 
our feet. 

What hath been offered, eftablifhing, 
as I have endeavoured to do, the dodrine 
of ^Providence, particular as well as ge¬ 
neral’,, inculcates by pradical confe- 
quenc^the Chriftian fortitude of truft. 
If the world be of God’s creation, what 
He created with power, He muft govern 
with exadnefs : and therefore we may 
reft allured, there muft be a meaning in 
the permiflion, a propriety in the ten¬ 
dency of every event. On this perfua- 
fion let us repofe with fubmiffive and 
patient truft, that whatever incidents 
of afflidion or furprife occur; they are 
founded in defign, and their end is ex¬ 
pedient. An unerring fuper-intendant 
ordains, an all-pervading eye obferves, 
and omni-prefent power direds them. 
To that adorable power let us look up ; 
affined, that though in this mixt ftate 
of things evil be unavoidable, that evil, 
God can and does attemper with appen¬ 
dages 
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d'ages oif^bbd, fupplied by Secret means; Sermon 
thofe means conduced, with infinite . 
wifdom and defign, with every poflible 
attfehtion to the deferving. 
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SERMON IV 

rfi . fn .i.-h 1 !■ ■ T ■ • ■■i i i. -i- H .n' h A . - . ■ ■■ . . . 


Pfalm xcv. 6* 

0 come let us worjhip and bow down ; let 
us kneel before the Lord our Maker : for 
He is our God, and we are the people of 
his pajlure. 

Sermon IN evidence, that the world was origi- 
nally made by a Being infinite in wif- 
dom and power; and that a power, no 
lefs perfect than that which made the 
world, direfts, governs and upholds it 
in that harmony and regularity, which 
is fo confpicuous through the whole 
range of created beings ; the arguments 
adduced have, I truft, been found to ftp- 
proach very near to demonftration: as 
a truth deducible from thefe do&rines* 

my 
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my next fubjeCt of enquiry is the obli- Sbxmok 
gation of religious worfhip. 

And in this inveftigation my defign 
is firft to conlider at large the general 
proportion. ' 

Secondly, to examine the principle, 

.that lifts up the pious heart to Heaven 
in prayer. 

And in the third and laft place to 
evince the clofe connection,' that God 
Almighty hath ordained between reli¬ 
gion and the focial duties: fo clofe, that 
without the former, civil fociety could 
not fubfift. 

I. Firft, then as to the general obligation 
rof religion. A capacity to difcover that 
there is a God, who made and preferves 
ns : and that we are not able to do the 
one or the other of ourfelves, indifpenfa- 
bly requires us to love, honour, and ferve 
that Maker and Preferver in every inftance 
F 4 and 
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Hitman and aftton of our Eves. Fohas'kragpjt* 
% we regard exigence as * bleffing;ojfo 

long do we acknowledge ourfolves in.- 
debted to the giver and pre&rver^of life; 
Now as we am able to infer an obliga* 
tion for a benefit received ; fuch fufSr* 
ciency of knowledge in us, in regard^ to 
the benefits, we have from our-great 
Creator received, is of itfelf a true anil 
proper foundation for religious worfhip n 
and every creature capable of making 
fuch an inference, as every reafpnable 
creature is, becomes therefore fubjeiSfced 
to.the.duty of gratitude; and frOm a 
confcious fenfe of gratitude to God flow 
the duties of religion. Thus conclufive 
it natural reafon, in proving the neCef- 
fity of religious worfhip among all her 
iugs, who poffcfs a degree of intelligence 
equal to that of man. 

And experience confirms that ini fa£t, 
the propriety of which reafon evidences 
tousia theory. For among all nations^ 
hot heir notions more or lcfs refined, re* 
oil ligious 
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Hgjoiasjworfluip preyails.: Tiie,tatfft bar? Samoa 
haroug and un civili fed; nations,;^ wcH Tj r ar _ i f 
antient as Tncgferh^ :i£ their, ftat^; :be 
thoroughly enquired into, we ihadi find 
hg^. ; a religion* though lomctimesavei^r 
depraved;aneand offered up prayers, 
andm^de adorations, though the objeflk 
©fvthem has been a ferpent, or, a caKi 
•Evens the wretched barbarians, in the 
South Seas, whom the late difcQveries 
of modern travellers have made known 
to us, though fome of them almoft 
(without clothes, or houfes, were none 
of: them obferved to be without their 
jQod.' - 

From a practice fo univerfal it ap* 
pears, that God has ftamped an image of 
Himfelf on the human mind fb deeply, 
that the greateft corruption o£ mankind 
has not been able entirely to erafe it; 
that He:has naturally inculcated the'me¬ 
thod^ acknowledging Himthe fapreme 
caufecf .all ^things by prayer andadora* 
lion nfh dkongly, :as. the iowefb deprava- 

tion 
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SMR^sdrr tion of manners cannot abfolutelyabo- 
lilh* And hence we may infer, that re¬ 
ligion is a reafonable fervice, and a duty 
abfolutely required of us : or why did 
God, who made us, and never a&s in 
vain, imprint fuch a notion on the hu¬ 
man mind ; if it be a matter of no con- 
fequence, and calculated for no ufe. 
But is it a matter of no confequence, to 
offer up our tribute of praife to that 
great fountain of goodnefs, from whom 
all our bleffings flow ? Is it a matter of 
no confequence, to afcribe to Him the 
honour due unto His name : to pay juft 
homage to Almighty God, the Lord 
of Lords, and King of Kings ? Or, is it 
not rather natural to conceive, that the 
infinitely great Creator of all things, 
when in fuch manifeftation of His ado¬ 
rable perfe&ions He defigned the gene¬ 
ral happinefs, alfo involved in it a difplay 
of his own glory : willing that they 
ihould be acknowledged and reverenced, 
loved and praifed by intelligent creatures ? 
And fuch acknowledgment accordingly 

becomes 
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becomes a natural duty, and has the firft Suuon 
moral claim to univerfal obfervance. 

For as honour in general is the homage 
paid to confpicuous excellencies, and ef- 
pecially to beneficent virtues : fo religion, 
which isrthe higheft honour, is appro¬ 
priately due to God ; the moft abfolute 
Being in all perfections, and our fove- 
reign Benefa&or. 

: Our homage can not indeed add to 
the greatnefs of the Almighty : it can 
contribute nothing to His glory. He 
alfb knows our neceffities without our 
^information ; He knows what we have 
need of, before we afk ; and how to im¬ 
part to us good things, better than we 
to afk them : fo great are our ideas of 
the majefty of an all-wife Almighty 
God. Yet to refitfe that homage, 
would be a finful omiffion in us : as it 
h a con ft ant acknowledgment of the ex* 
iftence of a God, a continual memorial to 
us of our own littlenefs and dependence, 
aod of His tranfcendent greatnefs and 

fuperintending 
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Sixmo* foperhitending providehce. We ‘offer 

t ptaifes and thanfcfgiving' to God for [ HiS 
mercies daily and hourly reached out to 
us; not that He can receive any addi¬ 
tional honour from the praifes, that duft 
and allies can beftow; but to make fuCh 
difplay of His honour and glory, as ra¬ 
tional creatures are enabled to proclaim; 
to teftify a grateful fenfe of His mercies 
reached out to us, and our own inability 
to render more: as a proof that we feel 
thofe mercies, and exercife the faculties. 
He hath conferred on us, in a becoming 
manner, and according to their proper 
ufe. We implore His protection in 
daiigers, His deliverance out of afflictions, 
and His fupport againft the force Of 
temptations, not that we fuppofc Him 
ignorant of our weaknefles or Our Wanes' •) 
but in pious atteftation of our entire 
dependence on Him for every evil we 
avoids and for every good we in this life 
enjoy ; as a pledge of ouir bdief in His 
omnipotence, of our reliance on His mer¬ 
cies, out fefignation to the difpenfations 

of 
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offHis providence: and in foftinaony of S**mgn 
a foil affurance of His provident concern, 
for His whole creation. 

. Thus general is the fenfe of religion: 
and fo. univerfal the obfervance of it. 

And thus clearly doth it prefs on' us, 
as an indifpenfable duty. The object of 
religious worlhip, it is acknowledged, is 
npt always the fame ; nor even the 
principle of it : fome worfhip the fun* 
and fome a crocodile ; fome a good be¬ 
ing, and fome a bad one; fome through 
love, and fome through fear. Yet fuch 
variety proves nothing agaiuft the gene¬ 
ral truth of religion, and the confoquent 
obligation to obferve it. On the con¬ 
trary, like counterfeit coins, it tends to 
prpye one of real value; of value tp. be 
counterfeited. And if there be one reli¬ 
gion, which Ihines with more extraor^ 
nary chara&ers of truth, than the 
it f^rms a fubjed, of every thing oivthifc 
fide the. ^rave moil worthy.of ferious in- 
,, ;Tr :,.... \_x vefligation. i 
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Sbxmoh veftigatjon; for without religion we ars 
IV 

. . not men, ; : i 


Reafon indeed is generally fuppofed to 
be the djfliaguifhing mark or chatafte- 
riftic of human nature; but. perhaps 
religion is a much better, Reafon, brutes 
have in common with mankind, and 
fome brutes a confiderable degree of it; 
or at leaft they poffefs fomething fo 
much like reafon, that it is difficult to 
draw the line of diftin&ion between 
them. But no traits of religion do we 
difcover in any of them. Religion, the 
knowledge and fervice of God, is.the 
prerogative of man : it is the moft rea» 
fonable and honourable employment, of 
which human nature is capable: it leads 
to an intercourfe with God himfolfj 
which, while mankind acknowledge a 
God fupreme, if they would acknowledge 
Him to any good purpofe, the voice of 
reafon and the impulle of nature, excite 
them to cultivate by a£ts of adoration^ 
and prayer, 

IJ, This 
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II. This fubjeft of prayer hath exer* Sumoi 
cifed the pens both of poets and philo- 
fophers in the the heathen world. And 
amongft the inspired writers the prince 
and poet of Ifrael is moft frequent in 
his exhortations to it: and his expreffions 
always mark the fervour of an interefted 
heart. O Thou, that heareft prayer, 

* lays he’; to thee lhail all flelh come.” 

It is indeed a duty fo univerfal; that aU 
mankind with an unforced afient agree in 
the oblervance of it. Let us then, as 
was propofed in the lecond place, with 
fomeminutenefs enter into the principle 
of at duty, that in every age and country 
hath obtained fb univerlal obfervance. 


■ In the common inteccourfe of life be- 
twdeh man and man, between fuperioure 
and ihferiours, it will often happen that 
favours are conferred ; which thofe, on 
whom they are conferred, have not 
ability to repay. Yet fome return the 
common principles of juftice require, 
and prompt the perfon who receives 

them 
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Sermon them to make. What return then fhaU 
extreme impotence render.; and the be- 
nefadtor*s knowledge of that impotence 
demand ? What, but the tribute of a 
grateful mind. The fame reafoning will 
apply to the Deity; only in an infinitely 
higher degree; as infinitely higher, as 
the bleffings of creation and prefervation 
are above thofe accidental enjoymentr, 
that depend on them. And fuch auc¬ 
tion of the mind, as mankind feels for 
thofe ineftimable bleffings, naturally pro¬ 
duces, that glow of gratitude; which the 
enraptured heart pours out in the efiu- 
fions of pious praife. Hence is dedu- 
cible the duty of prayer: which reft in g 
on the dodtrine of a particular provi¬ 
dence, that dodtrine in my laft difcourfe 
I particularly applied myfelf to eftabliftt: 
intending, under the prefent article of 
enquiry, a more particular difcuffionof 
the duty refulting from it. 

Man feels a thoufand wants, which 
he cannot of himfelf fupply ; he forefees 

dangers, 
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^lafigers, which he knows not how to Sermon 
Ann; he finds himfelf involved in 
■difficulties, from which he perceives all 
human art and power incompetent to 
relieve him. In this emergency, nature* 
that in indelible chara&ers hath graven 
the exigence of God on the human 


heart, teaches him likewife the ufe of 
that innate knowledge, by fecret admo¬ 
nitions to invoke his Creator’s aid. If 


the former notion be natural to the 


human mind, and what is univerfal mud 
be fo; the latter, which is only the 
application of the former, muft be fb 
tpo. Thofe prayers, fuggefted by the 
impulle of nature in fhort ejaculations^ 
the exercife of reafon afterward matured 


into form, with length and expreffive 
folemnity : and, from the ufe of private 
votaries, they became extended to public 
afiemblies. And fuch public celebration 
of divine worlhip, more or lefs fimple, 
as the refpe&ive people are more or lefs 
civUifed, or rude, hath extended as far 
a$$he empire of reafon prevails. 

G Now 
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i Now this duty of prayer, fo natural 
to the human mind, and by commupt* 
ties fo univerfally pra.dlifed, is fupported 
pit the reality of a particular providence* 
For if at the time, the world was made* 
the laws of nature were given 5 gene calf 
invariable law6, which nature was bound 
to purfue; the Deity enthroned in ma* 
jelly fublime, aloof as it were from hie 
oswii works, or at moll an unadfcive fpeo 
tatpr of them, never interpofing hie 
power through fecond caufes, to divert 
evil, to inflidt corredtion, to fave and 
dellroy j on what ground, fbould w£ 
addrefs the throne of heaven, for pea* 
tedlion in time of danger, for fupport 
amidil temptations, or in times of dUriels 
for deliverance out of trouble : fubjedfesi' 
which, while we live in the world, 
form a part of our daily prayers ? Tikw 
world under fuch circumftances of gene* 1 
ral government, where would be 
ufe of prayer? And without the ufbyp 
how lhall we account for the. appaoepjR: 
univerfaljty of it ? On foppolition; that 
- every 
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every distribution of good and evil, of Sfftrta® 
happinefs aud mifery, is irreverfibly op- 
dained to take 1 place in this life, according 
to certain general laws impofed-on nature, 
which in no inftance whatever admit of 
any alteration in our favour; whatfuti* 

Bty, what weaknefs, I had almoft faid 
what folly were it, to throw up any par¬ 
ticular petition to the Almighty for any 
occasional blefling, we may Hand mod: in 
need of 5 which, to our prayers, though" 
ever lo ardent and importunate, on the 
fuppofed exclufion of a particular provi- 
deBcej' we know will not, cannot be 
grained,: 



wSuch uncomfortable confequences as 
thtffef the admiffion of a providence aft* 
ifig rrevery where, and, if it aft any 
whdre, it muff aft everywhere, pervading 
every^rainuteft particle in nature, ever no** 
ting and direfting every movement of the: 
moral world, effeftually precludes. This’ 


important, exhilerating truth communi * 1 
cuds encoucagcment to virtuous purfuits, 
vie /a G 2 adds 
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Sermon adds vigour to good endeavours, be3m$ 
comfort to di ft refs ; and awes, the friont 
of profligacy with a control fuperior to 
the menace of racks and tortures, or the 
check of worldly ftvame. ' . 

And apart from the immediate bleff- 
ings, prayer draws down on the relying 
votary, the praftice of it is calculated to 
improve the mind in virtue; exalting hu* 
man nature by communications with this 
Divine. It habituates us to look up to 
God, as the author of all good, infufes 
the love of Him in our hearts, and im¬ 
prints the confcioufnefs of his perpetual 
prefence on our minds: which is the raoft 
efficacious prefervative againft the admit¬ 
tance of impure thoughts, and the per¬ 
petration of flagitious actions. Tbusi to 
contemplate the Deity, and hold com¬ 
munion with him in the manner reafoa 
dire&s, is ufing our intelle£tual facul¬ 
ties, as to the higheft reach, fo to the 
trueft purpofe of them. It would , be 
difficult to affign any other good, point** 

i • tedly 
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tedly and effentially good, ufe of them ; Sermon 
and it is impoflible to affign a better. 

* III. To fupport the arguments already 
offered in proof of the obligation of reli¬ 
gion on all beings pofleft of intellectual 
powers equal to thofe of man ; I proceed 
in the third and laft place to obferve the 
connection, that God Almighty hath or¬ 
dained between the acknowledgment of 
Him, exprelfed in the duties of religion 5 
afid the good order of fociety, and com¬ 
forts of life from thence refulting, the 
practice of the focial and relative duties. 

, t ' r, ; ' 

Of this truth the proof muft reft 
chiefly on hiftorical reprefentation : and 
this \ve may appeal in evidence, that 
■where there has been found little fenfe 
Of' God and religion, or where the no¬ 
tions’of religion have been greatly de¬ 
bated and corrupted ; there the manners 
of'the people have been moft favage and. 
brutifh. On the contrary, where the 
jitfteft atid moft lively fenfe of a Deity 
G 3 and 
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Bsrmon and providence prevailed ; there the; 
Social and relative virtues have theft 
flouriihed, the moft worthy and gene* 
tons aft ions have been performed, feld 
the manners have been ever the moft 
humane and civilifed. This is fo cleat 
and acknowledged a truth, and fa forci¬ 
bly ftruck a great Heathen, that ** if 
* f piety towards God were removed, he 
“ declares it his opinion, that there 
“ would be an end of all fidelity, of the 
“ bonds of all human fbciety, and evetfc 
“ of juftice itfelf, the fum and compte- 
tf henfion of all moral virtues.”* Thfe 
refleftion is worthy of a Chriftian $bilo*- 
fopher: and, the queftion properly ftated', 
the founded divinity would with 1 thfe 
great Roman decide on it. ! i 

The queftion is not, whether a pa rtij- 
culaSr thoughtful fpeculatift may not! lee 

• * Atque hftud feioan, pictate adverfus Deo&Xubfjtt, 
fides etiam, ct focietas humani generis, et una excel* 
leatiffiraa virtus julfitui, tollafur. 

Cic. dfcNat. Deorrlitox. 

v,.- 

the 
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the fjtnefe of many moral a&ious, and 
perform them accordingly; without r.e- 
g^rdnto any other confideration, without 
refle&ing on a prefiding, governing, re¬ 
munerating, chaftifing power : though 
even on this reftri&ed ftatement of the 
cafe, an impartial obferver of human na¬ 
ture would not hefitate to declare in the 
negative. But the fubjedt of enquiry is; 
whether, uninfluenced by the apprehen¬ 
sion, of Something diftindt from this 
principle of mere fitnefs or eongruity of 
anions to the nature of things, of feme 
being, on whom the exiftence of things 
tbemfelves, and confequently their na¬ 
ture s* and the eongruity of one to ano¬ 
ther, depend, the generality of men could 
ever poflefs fuch firm notions of good 
and evil, as would conftitute a fufficient 
principle of reftraint from the one, and 
•iqqmlfe, to the other* And this ques¬ 
tion is no Sooner alked, than the anSwer 
follows : that moll affuredly the love 
and dread of that something,' by whole 
power the things themfelves exift, and 
j . G 4 by 
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Sxrmon by whofe will the congruity of them to 
one another was fixed, is that principle 
which acting uniformly, and univerfally, 
forcibly and clearly too, influences the 
bulk of mankind by the powerful mo¬ 
tives of hope and fear. 

And the knowledge we have of the 
human mind, derived from leflons of 
experience, inftrutts us; that without 
fuch belief of a fupreme intelligent Be¬ 
ing, on whom the nature of things de¬ 
fends, who has a power of exacting: 
from all free agents a conformity of 
conduct to that law of nature, which He;, 
has eftabliflied, and will fome way or 
other take cognizance of them; of, in .a 
fhorter form of words, without religion, 
fuch a law, as is fuppofed to arife mere-',, 
ly from the fitnefs of things, would have 
but very little .influence. It would be 
as inefficient and unimpreffive to the 
greateft part of mankind ; as a human, 
law, without a fanftion annexed to it,. 

~ ■ -or 


Digitized by 


Google 



*0F T.H*:CHRISTIAN RELIGION* ' 


IO£ 


or the apprehenfion of a magiftrate to Sbrmow 
puti it in execution. 


jj: 


.it is poflible that fome men may pof-’ 
fefs. fuch fbcial benevolence, and fuch. 
generous fentiments of public good, a£ 
to be a law to themfelves ; and at the 
fame time be endowed with fuch dif- 
tinguifhing judgment and acutenefs of 
mind, as may enable them clearly to fee, 
an<t voluntarily to a£t, as the beft human 
laws would direct them. But what is 
this to the bulk of mankind ? We are.' 
in the prefent argument to take human 
nature as it generally is, and to confide? 
what, fort of belief or perfuafion has the 
moft prevalent and univerfal influence 
over it: and if we do fo, we fhall find 
that the rejection of religion, and its 
leading principles, is inconfiftent with a 
perfect morality on two accounts. 


■ Fir ft, if there be no belief of a God, 
and .His prefiding power, nor any ex¬ 
pectation from that invifible Being of 

future 
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Sft&M* future rewards and punhhmeats, there 
cannot be in the conception of cpmipon 
fcnfe, any fufficient bond of morality 
between man and man. And fecondly, 
if there be really, a God, that has any 
concern with us, or for us; a compleat 
morality muft neceflarily refpedt Him* 
as well as our intercourfe with one 
another. 

Firft, if indeed the adtions of men 
were diredted by inftindt, and by inftindfc 
only, like the actions of brutes; and had 
no dependence on any invifible principle 
in the mind; morality would in that 
cafe be nothing elfe than living accor* 
ding, to that natural inftindt: nor would 
any kind of faith or belief be neceflary. 
But this is not the morality of beings 
endued with undemanding, and freedom 
of will; nor is it what gives them fuch 
confcioufnefs of the merit or demerit of 
thek own a&ions, as is capable of raif- 
iag pleafure or diflatisfadfcon within 
themfelves, on account of them. It is 
> a circura- 
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a drcumftance or confederation of a 9**mow 

IV 

much higher nature, that a&s thus : re¬ 
quiring reafon and refle&ion, and feme 
attention to things paft and future, as 
‘well as the prefent; and fuppofing con- 
fequehtly a belief of fomething invifible, 
by which we are moved to a rational 
courfe of a&ing. And fuch confidera¬ 
tion further implies a comparifbn of 
a&ions with fome antecedent rule or 
law, for the obfervance or tranfgreffion 
of which we inwardly judge ourfelves 
rewardable by, or accountable to, that 
fbpeTiour Being ; who is, by fome 
means we cannot comprehend, as Con- 
feious of what we do, as We are our- 
ielves. It is this principle ; which, as 
ih erne point of view we have found it 
move oh ftronger hinges, than moral 
fitnefs and the Congruity of things, is in 
another that, which diftinguifhes reafon 
ftbtn mere inftind, ranks mankind above 
rhe brute creation, and renders them 
accountable beings. 




Confider 


Digitized by LjOOQle 




108 THE GROUND AND CREDfSIilTlT 

Sermon Confider fecondly, the force of felf- 
love: and that alone will be found of 
tendency fufficient to fubvert the recti¬ 
tude of moral aCtions; did they not de¬ 
pend on the acknowledgment of princi¬ 
ples remote from fenfation, and more 
powerful than mutual convenience. It 
is the fecret fenfe we feel of an obliga¬ 
tion to the fteady performance of cer¬ 
tain aCtions, founded on the belief of atf 
intelligent legiflator, who is alfo an in- 
fpeCtor of our behaviour ; which gives 
efficacious impulfe to them. For de¬ 
fine virtue in what manner we pleafej 
let it be the love of order, harmony, or 
proportion of mind ; let it be a habit or 
temper of living agreeably to the perfect 
ti6n of nature, or of aCting for the good 
of the whole human race, of which we 
are but a part; call it as we may, by 
whatever fpecious name : yet the quef- 
tion ftill recurs; who conftituted this 
order of things : who firft effeded this 
harmony or proportion : or, who is the 
author of this courfe of things, which 

we 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



OP THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION*; 


jog 


we call the courfe of nature? Jo* .'He Satwnow 
muft be the ultimate legiflator: and . _ 1* ^ 
-this law of nature, this rule: of morality, 
which we are taught to obferve, muft 
be His will; directed by His fupreme 
authority; and muft therefore in the firft 
inftance refpeft Him. < 

Under fuch perfuafion, it is his influx 
ential power, that actuates us in our de¬ 
terminations, and the execution of them J 
and not the order, fitnefs, and propriety 
of.the things themfelves. Without the 
powerful co-operation of this principle* 
how weak would be the influence of mo¬ 
ral confiderations! If, by an aft of private 
injury, we could indulge a prefent grati¬ 
fication? eafily would the plea of felf-in* 
dulgence break through the cobweb tex¬ 
ture of exaft propriety : and weak would 
be the voice of mutual convenience ; 
whenever felf-intereft interfered^ It. ifr 
conference alone, that can combat temp¬ 
tations ; and triumph over the ftcongi 
principle of felf-love, in whatever ihape it. 
pray aflault us. And confcience is folely 

founded 
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Sejlmon founded on a confcioufnefs of a ftjpreme 
. . intelligent Being, the framer of tbofo 

laws of morality; and of our account- 
ablenefs to Him for the breach of them. 
And naturally and clofely united with 
our belief of fuch a divine exifteuce is 
the opinion or perfuafion, that this fu- 
preme Being is a witnefs of what we do 
even in our moft fecret recedes; and 
confiders our a&ions with favour or did- 
pleafure : for without this confideration, 
it would be difficult to conceive, how 
our own confciences fhould be affe&ed 
with fhame or fatisfa&ion, not dependent 
on the eftimation of the world, *buten+' 
tirely our own : a fhame, though nwn v 
applaud us, when we do ill; and a fatis*- 
fadtion, though men cenfure us for wcu>. 
thy aftion6. 1 ^ 

Thefe effects of confcience imply a 
belief of the intimate and conftant pro* * 
fence of one, whofe favour or difpleafuro: 
is more to be regarded, than any out#, 
ward confideration. And it hence fbl-f 

lows. 
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lows, that whatever opinion lets ns loofe Sa*M«w 
from the reftraint of confidence,' will ^ 
render our juftice, fidelity, gratitude, 
and all other virtues refpe&ing our fel- 
low creatures very precarious; and that 
therefore an avowed difregard of reli» 
gion, and its influence, mull be necef- 
farily deftrudtive of that morality, which 
regards our intercourse with one ano¬ 
ther ; and fobverfive of civil fociety. 

Such is the natural relation of reli¬ 
gion to morality; of fueh importance 
to this is that, in force and ufe. What 
therefore God hath connected and joined 
together, not all the cafuiftry and device 
of man can put afunder. Morality can** 
not h© compleat and perfe&, without a 
difcharge of what is due to, without a 
regulation of behaviour, fuiting and be¬ 
coming, every relation , in which we Hand 
to every being; the duty we owe, riling 
in*exigence proportionate' to the excel¬ 
lence of the being, to whom We owe it. 

The fit 11, tha moft difringuilhed, part of 
v" relative 
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ton** relative duty therefore muft be in proper 
v *y* . adls of devout homage to that firft ani 
fupreme Being; from whom we derive 
all that we poflefs, even , the' principle^ 
that teaches us this duty, the power-of 
reafon itfelf: and thoie adts of homage 
conftitute religion. 

t 

, With fuch irreftible light doth realoa 
illuftrate the general obligation of reli¬ 
gious duties, 'though heaven and earth 
fafe away ; religion, whatever the weak 
and the vain may affedt to think of it, is 
a lervice, that will continue for ever. It 
is the employment of fuperior beings; 
and will continue, when this periflhable 
globe of ours (hall be no more. There 
may be thofe, their time devoted to plea- 
fure, or engaged by bufinefs, who affedjt 
furprife; that any (hould be found fo 
weak, as to trouble themfelves about its 
dodtrines, or take a ferious part in its 
pretenftons. But if there be a God; 
religion is a ferious thing. And if its 
pretenfions be examined with becoming 

ferioufnefs. 
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^erioufnefs, and its merits without preju- Sxsmom 
dice decided on; we (hall find, that to 
believe its doftrines, and to pra&ice its 
precepts aright, is the wifeft thing, that 
can engage a wife man’s attention ; and 
the nobleft principle, that can influence 
his conduft. Gratitude enjoins the obfer- 
vance of it as a duty; and the obje£t 
renders it the firft and great duty. Hope 
warmly interefts good men in its favour: 
and juft apprehenfion {hould teach all 
men with reverence to regard it. The 
wit and ingenuity of man may have been 
employed againft this, and that, and 
every mode of religion; which tends to 
reft rain the appetites and inclinations of 
mankind. But we may defy the wit, 
and ingenuity, and malice of human na¬ 
ture, to produce a fingle argument; in 
difproof of the obligation of religion on 
all beings, poffeft of a degree of intelli¬ 
gence equal to that of man. 

Knaves may deteft, and fools deride, 
the wile man will always revere, it. Cre- 
2 H ating 
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Sermon atifig fatisfa£Hon, it fan&ions the es- 
joyments of life : infpiring fortitude, 
it'renders the evils of life fupportable ; 
and opens;* the,-arapleft pjolpe£t of fair 
and reafonable hopes. Let us hold it 
faft : to the faftidious fneer, and tHe ca¬ 
lumnious cavil, let no falfe refpe£t for 
politenefs, or even : great nefs itfelf, deter 
us from giving an anfwer. And that we 
may at all times, and on all occafiohs, 
be ready with our beft exertions to de¬ 
fend its facred truths, and to evince them 
in our lives ; May God of His infinite 
mercy grant, through Jefas Chrift iotr 
Lord. 11 r'' 
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Ifaiah lix. 9. 


/% r w<wV yir light ; but behold obfcurity: 
fof, brightnefs, but we walk . in dark - 


-vrif 


THE prophet, in the- beginning of Sermon 
this chapter, exclaims a gain ft the .vices 
of his people ; and laments their deplo¬ 
rable depravation of manners, immerfed 
as they were in the darknefs of igno¬ 
rance and fin. Thence ftretching for¬ 
ward his anxious eye to the expected 
coming of the Meffiah, deftined to re¬ 
move the cloud that veiled their uuder- 
ftanding, we wait, fays he, for light , but 
fill behold obfcurity; expectant of bright- 
nefs, we continue to walk in the devious 
3 ■? Ha path 
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Sermow path of error and fin. At length’, bis 
v mind as it were exulting in a full profppdt 
of that day, when the fun of righteoufnefl 
Jhall arife , and the redeemer appear ip Zip# ; 
in the fpirit of prophecy he pronoun^, 
that the extended world from eaft tp 
weft (hall acknowledge his fway. So 
Pall they fear, fays he, the name of the 
Lord from the wefl , and his glory from the 
riflng of the fun: when the enemy pall come 
up like a flood ; the fpirit of the Lord fall 
fet up a flandard agatnfl him. And the re¬ 
deemer flail come to Sion ; and unto them 
that turn from tranfgrejjion in Jacob. 

Something, fimilar to this reflexion of 
the prophet, ftrikes us in the fecond AJL- 
cibiades of Plato : in which Socrates in¬ 
forms his difciple, that they werq to 
wait for a teacher, who would inftr.udt 
them more perfedtly in the duties of re¬ 
ligion. This remarkable paftage has 
by an elegant writer * of our own nation 

* Mr. Addifon. 

'■ y 7 ’ 

been 
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been made the fubjebt of criticifm t and Sermon 
other commentators have concurred with 
•film, in fuppofing it to bear fome allu¬ 
sion to that life and immortality , which 
Jefus Chrift afterwards brought to light 
through his gofpel. Be • that as it may; 
confidering the obfcurity and perplexity, 
with which the philofopher expreffes 
hiitlfelf on the fubjeft of prayer, I think 
it clearly inferrible from thence, that he 
conceived the light of nature, or the bare 
apprehenfion of reafon, inefficient to 
diredt mankind fully and fatisfa&orily in 
that great-important duty: fo great and 
important in that wife heathen’s opinion, 

’as‘to require more information than the 
vtarld at that time poflefled. 

*i \* - 

- fn accommodation to minds of a cer¬ 
tain completion, on which the authori¬ 
ty of an eminent heathen, I know nbt 
by what kind of perverfenefs, has more 
weight than that of writers, whom 
we juftly ftile divine ; of the paffage, 
to which I have above alluded, I wilf 
* H 3 take 
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Sermon take occafion to enter into 1 a T more rn?- 
^ nutc difcuffion. Avzyx.x\o* tv* Efi 

tot7 cm r»f]u tttOn »f fit tp of &twt xit irpQf 

V 9 V( ftvxturQ’xi. * Socrates muft frbm 
hence either mean to inSnuate; thaf we 
were to wait for the future appearahtJfe 
of a perfon, to inftruft mankind iiitfee 
duty of religion, of more general know^- 
ledge, higher natural abilities, and greater 
reach of underftanding, than himfelfy&r 
iny one, who had appeared before him, 
poflefled : or, that we rauft wait forfome 
perfon, who fhould for that purpofedfe 
by God particularly delegated. t 

. , . ' r ' 

- - 1 • - * • 

In refpeft to his own natural abilities, 
and reach of underftandirig ; it is. pfocty 
“clear, our philofopher did not thinktey 
'meanly of himfelf. Many of hisl ch- 
'temporaries objected to him the charges 
r 6f-vanity: and One in particular terihed 
* him, <<f of the few good-men, tfae he^f; 

; * UTEtrefore we mu^-be.forced^tg one 

fliall inftru6l us, h»\v wc o&eht to conduct aurfelves to- 
wards the Gods and men. 

vi... . i: “ and 
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•‘ and of many vain ones, the vain- Sermoh 
“ eft.” * Notwithftanding the affe&ed 
humility of that celebrated acknowledg¬ 
ment, “ that all he knew, was, that he 
rf*} knew nothingconfident as he ever 
appeared in the re&itude of his own opi- 
pioos, and obftinate in maintaining them, 
he certainly entertained no contemptible 
notion of bis own fuperiour wifdoua. 

And the ignorance he oonfefied, feems 
only to have been a trap to gain ap- 
plaufe : or at mod it was no other than 
Op ignorance of particular fubje&s, of 
that phyfical knowledge, of which the 
philofophers ufed to boaft themfelves; 
fuch as the nature of the Gods, the 
principles of things, See., And accord* 
jngjyrthe coofequence, that the iophifts* 
philofophers, affumed from their af- 
4 r$ed fcience in thofe ftudies, he derifa- 
g^jCOntrafted by an avowed ignorance 
o^ them : quitted thofe vain, unfatisfac- 

‘ r, 0 *"'‘Svxjmrt{ cnfpbiv StAricr’ ohtytjv, ttoXAwv St 

0: ; v • • r :' v - to* - ■ ' 

ft* raioricy—• 
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Skrmoh toryfubje&sof inveftigation, and confined 
^ ^ , his philofophical difquifitions to ethics; , 

-: ■ . ■ .. . . . n-iU 

. Competent , as he was to judgei^f 
the powers of the human ; mind, and 
reafoning from analogy, he could hate 
little , ground to expedl, or even hope-; 
that the bare ftrength of unaffifted rear 
ion, would in any individual ever reach 
that perfection of knowledge, which 
ihould be, able to inveftigate the nature 
of God, and to afeertain the duties of 
man from fuch inveftigation refulting. 
He faw, what human reafon from fuch 
refearches had effected ; and from thence 
judged, what it could do. We muft 
therefore conclude, that he did not;ex- 
peCt a man of that very fuperiour reach 
of underftanding j which Ihould be.able, 
from the natural powers of human 
fan, to let mankind aright in their know- 
iedge.of God, and the immediate duties 
that relate to Him. 

- ^ J - 

What then did he expeCt, what did 
,he teach his difciple to look for ? Plain¬ 
ly 
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tyifbr a iperfon endowed with powers Sermon 
ofvmhld, enlarged beyond the ordinary j 
ftretch of human capacity; and dele¬ 
gated''to the office of inftrudting man¬ 
kind in their immediate duty to God. 

And as fuch qualification of courfe in¬ 
volved a more perfedt knowledge of the 
Deity, than philofophy had ever taught; 

(a likewife did it imply a more perfedt 
pradtice of the duties immediately flow¬ 
ing .from our relation to Him, than 
mankind had before been accuftomed to 
obferve. And fuch defignation, and fuch 
knowledge, charadVered a perfon charged 
with' a divine revelation. 

! I’do not call to my affiftande in this 
argument the foreknowledge of ! events, 
toi which this philofopher occafionaHy 
made pretenfiens ; and fuppofe his ol^- 
fcrvanony on the reafonable expedtatloli 
■ofnw future inftrudtor, a prophec)^^ 3 ^ 
prefs it no further than 1 iffi proofs ^tbfet 
the wife heathen was convinced of the 
nOccffity of a~ revelation : and we may 
-;iisi4 ‘ :oi c' ' : ' be 

vl 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



122 


THB,GROUND AN© CREDIBILITY 


Smokos be boid to iet the opiukm of the npn-, 
whom antiquity proclaimed the \yifeft 
of mankind, againft all that the phifofo*- 
phic pride of this, or any other, age* 
hath faid or written againft it. 4nd 
fuch the opinion of Socrates, is very re- 
con cileable with the general notfops of 
prophecies? miracles, and myfteriesto 
which all nations have occafionally pre¬ 
tended, and attributed them to the ope¬ 
ration of their Gods: and therefore is 
liable to no objection, on account of the 
fuppofed Angularity of it. 

* ' t r 

From this eminent character of and- 
quity, let us defeend to one of more rpo- 
dem date : from whom I haye to offer 
an argument, though of a different,^- 
ture, in point and purpofe the iame ^.1 
mean the learned and able author of t hff 
“ Religion of Nature delineated.” kis 
an argument, his own labours fupply ; 
and his own acknowledgment fupports it. 
“ Here, ‘ lays that able writer,- fpeak- 
ing of the immortality of the foul/1 be- 
• : < « gin 
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vir gin to be very fenfible, how taidich I Sshkok 
** ! ‘iv&rit a guide. ' But as the religion 1 6f 
*®‘nature is my theme, I muft at jbre* 

^ fent content myfelf with that light, 

'w Which nature affords.’* * And in¬ 
deed the neceflity of fuch a guide, as He 
alludes to, his laborious inveftigation of 
‘the fubjeft, on which he writes, abiin.- 
daritly evinces. For if a knowledge of 
the divine nature, and man’s duty to God 
frrom thence refulting, were neceflary to 
htirnkn happinefs; and fuch a courfe of 
argument, as he purfues, were the only 
means natural reafon pointed out for at¬ 
taining to it: fo few are* capable of be- 
lfig 1 itrftru<fted by fo abftrufe a method, 

US 5 tenders evident the further Want 6f 
fWa6 more compendious, clear, and rea*- 
fly means of communicating: it; and 
dbmbti ft rates, that a revelation was ne-* 
deflary for the general' inftru&ion of 
nfaftkind. 1 ‘ 1; 

« milafion's R«lig. of Nat.fe&. " 

■oj 1 •: . ; ..14-* t. ux 

kiip, On 
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THE!GkoixND AND*CREDIBILITY 

v On the nature of the Deity, the pfe* 
font {late of man, and the duties in¬ 
cumbent on him, as deduced from"the 
principles of cultivated reafon, per¬ 
haps no writer ever thought fo well, 
or ; fo fatisfaftorily addrefled himfolf 
to the underftanding, as WoIIaftoh. 
But why hath he, or many other mo¬ 
derns that might be cited, thought arid 
written of the religion of nature 'fo 
riiuch better, than the antients have 
done : except that they had a light, 
which thofe wanted ; the light, that 
chriftianity hath holden out to them : 
with which many have emblazed their 
idol, reafon ; overlooking, like the votk^ 
ries of the moon, the great fource from 
whence all its light is derived ? LoOk^in- 
to the writings of the antients, and foe 
how far their abilities in every branch 
of literature, that doth hot depend'6H 
experiments, mock the feeble efforts of 
lifter ages to excel, or rival them ; and 
then let thofe, who cin, produce a red- 
fonV -why'the nibdems havie^ Written fd 

much 
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Jppch better ,op. the fubjefts of. morality Sbrmoh 
ap4 religion,;-than the antients have ■ 

4oue, except the reafon I have afiigped, • 


In my former difcourfes, I endea¬ 
voured to evince the creative, and pre- 
ferving power of God; and to deduce 
from thence, the obligation of religi¬ 
on on all beings poffeffing intellectual 
faculties in a degree equal to that of 
man. The fhort queftion now before 
us is, whether the light of natural rea- 
fop.be fufficient to inftruCt us in the du? 
tips, of religion ; or a more exprefs reve¬ 
lation of God’s will in thofe particulars 
be neceflary. 

frit ■. ; . 

, ,,Apd ip this difcuflion, our firft object 
pf ; enquiry will be, how far, on a full 
a$d fair .inveftigation of the powers of 
rpafqp, uncultivated by fcience, andcorpr 
ipon, ,to mankind, they are calculated 
t£, lead .us ’ to, that perfect knowledge'of 
God ; wjiich, is neceflary to produce a 
peprrelfonding knowledge of the duties 
^ we 
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we* owe Him ; fuch a firm undouhtmg 
V- - » knowledge, as 1H ill have a proper ' influx 
enceon our practice. . ' ■ r;. 

’ I propofe in the fecond place, to con-* 
firm the refult of fuch enquiry ^ by 
evincing from faCts and experience, hdw 
far unaffifted reafon hath gone in-ppoi 
moting divine knowledge, and religious 
practice, among the characters molt re¬ 
puted for wifdom in the heathen woiidi 

And in conclufion, we ffiall thirdly 
find it, from thofe enquiries, follow $ 
that the be ft and pureft fyftem of religioh^. 
which unaffifted reafon can frame, wifl 
be defective in perfpicuity, efficacy^ akd 
tmiverfality. S'?{ 

:.r •• .-dw 

I. For the more clear elucidation of 
the argument I am now purfuing^ it 
may be neceflary to explain the terms; 
By the religion attainable by the powd 
ers of reafon, is under ftood natural -#eKi 
gioa ; a term ufed in cfiftiaCtion from 
‘ revelation. 
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revelation.. And byKAYuRAii remgiok Ss*mos 
I oonfequently underftafld, not afen& • r ^'- r iJ 
of religious duty ftamped upon the hu¬ 
man mind, and judging with innate dis¬ 
crimination of right and wrong : for, in 
this acceptation of the terrhsy the fenfeof 
rebgicms duty would be general and uni¬ 
form, however the practice Was. But 
the terms, in my conception of them, 
denote an obligation of duty, arifing 
from our relation to our Creator, to 
which the mind is fuppofed to give an 
Ufierring affent; thereto induced by a 
natttttd aptitude, and congruity of our 
jdeas to the divine nature and attributes.. 

And thus confidered, the mind mud per- 
fetffcly comprehend the nature of the oh* 
je£t, and ground of that relation, from 
whence thofe duties flow. 

:o “ • : 

i In what degree of perfe&ioa the mind 
mighc originally have come out of the 
handp of its Creator; how clear in jfi 
dflcifions of sight add wrong, how com¬ 
petent *o judge of taoral relations* to 
Lao : ! • • fway 
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Sermon fway, and direft, our actions ; while 
^ ^ confcience affifted as a faithful monitor, 

unbiaffed by prejudice, not warped by 
bad example; is a matter of too much 
difputation, thereon to build an argu¬ 
ment. With whatever readinefs of mind 
I may aflent to the doftrine of primaeval 
perfection; * I mean not to argue from 
it, as a fa&. We are to. confider the? 
powers of the human mind as we now 
find them, and as known experience 
from hiftory reprefents thiem. 

From the creative and preferving 
power of God, it has been already proved, 
that all religious duties flow: the mind 
therefore muft be perfectly clear ih its 
conception of thofe truths, in order per¬ 
fectly to aftertain the duties that refhlt 
frdm tliem. How far competent natu- ’ 
rahteafbn, that is, reafon in its unculti¬ 
vated, unimproved flate, reafon operating 
■ <.. * - * 

* Vid. Concfo de Stata ParadHiacd. 


on 
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on the mind in the mafs of mankind, is Sxkmon 
to the difcovery and comprehenfion of L 
thofe two great and fundamental truths, 
on which hinge all the duties of reli¬ 
gion ; the train of reafoning already ufed 
on thofe fubje&s will clearly evince. 

And while it is demonftrable, that with¬ 
out a full, and clear, and comprehenfive 
knowledge of thofe fundamental doc¬ 
trines, it is impoffible to know the du¬ 
ties that refult from them : it will fol¬ 
low, that a Ihorter, and eafier method 
of inculcating the knowledge of thole 
doctrines, is necelfary to a general com¬ 
prehenfion of the duties fo refulting; as 
a clear comprehenfion of the duties, is 
necefiary to the practice of them. 

With regard to the exigence of the 
Deity, 1 would not have it underltood, 
as from hence collected ; that this mo¬ 
mentous do&rine, the foundation of all 
religion, is abfolutely undifcoverable by 
human reafon: confcious as I am of the 
rational evidence, by which it may be 
I demonstrated 
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Sermon demon fixated. But the general prevalence 

w . of affent to this great truth, in all ages of 
the world, hath, I conceive, been rather 
owing to an innate idea of fuch an ex- 
iftence, than a conviction of it by reafon 
and argument. It may with certainty 
be affirmed, that the common capacity 
of mankind, is not capable of making 
this difcovery by the mere force of rea¬ 
fon : becaufe it is only to be made in 
the ufe of fuch abflxaCted ideas, and 
fuch abftrufe reafoning and manner of 
deduction, as is far beyond the reach 
and powers of mind, obfervable in the 
generality of men. And it would be 
tmneceffary to repeat the arguments, 
that have been already produced in proof 
of that doCtrine ; or to offer fuch others, 
as might be propofed; to evince, that 
the plaineft arguments of conviction, of 
which the nature of the fubjeCt is capa¬ 
ble, it is above the level of an ordinary 
capacity, to frame, or even to compre¬ 
hend the procefs and force of them. 


The: 
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‘ ' The fame conclufion is equally ill 
proof, refpe&ing the governing and pre¬ 
siding power of the Deity. Yet it muft 
alfb, in regard to this do&rine, be ac¬ 
knowledged ; that there are topics in 
great variety, which, if properly attended 
to, apd by the inquifitive and cultivated 
mind purfued, afford ample convi&ion 
of the reality of a divine providence. 
And the evidence, which fuch argu¬ 
ments carry with them, ha6 obtained 
the affent of the wifeft, the moft learned, 
and the beft men; among thofe, who 
pofleffed not the advantages of revela¬ 
tion. But they are not arguments, that 
Can be purfued by the generality of 
mankind ; they are not fo obvious, lo 
Ihort, and clear; as to ftamp that con- 
vi&ion on the rude, unlettered, vulgar 
mind ; which vulgar minds require. 
Xhe difficulties of reducing the proof of 
this great truth to any demonftrative 
aqd Scientific evidence are fuch, as not 
only exceed the utmoft reach of capacity 
in the illiterate multitude ; but fuch, as 
I z lie 
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Sermon lie not very level to thofe even of pene- 
^ fration and learning, who may Hot have 
accuftomed themfelves to inveftigations 
and ftudies of that kind. 


Under fuch difadvantageSj well might 
the grofs of mankind, whole countries, 
run into wild idolatries and vain con¬ 
ceits : trembling under ideal apprehen- 
fions of evil, and miftaking the fountain 
of all good. Hence proftrations that 
degraded, and pollutions that depraved 
human nature : hence the libidinous 
rites inftituted in honour of the Cods, 
whole nature and whofe pleafures their 
grovling votaries held of a piece with 
their own : and hence the pra&ifers of 
every vice were taught to juftify their 
conduit by the example of fome of tKeir 
Gods : hence the blind dread of offended 
powers, and altars ftained with human 
blood, to avert the effects of divine dif- 
pleafure : and hence, in fine, the veneft 
works of Hell, done under a blind .pre¬ 
tence of pleafing Heaven. 

Indeed 
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Indeed what better effect could mere, Sermon 
unailifted, human reafon have been ex- ^ 
pedled to produce in the world : indeci- 
five and ilnfatisfadtory as its powers. Have, 
on the moft accurate inveftigation of 
them, been found; when employed on 
thole elevated fubje&s, the nature of 
the Deity, and the duties of man refult- 
ing from his relation to Him ? Nor is 
fuch light incompetent to direct the 
mafs of mankind only, the ignorant and 
vulgar, in their duty to the Deity ; but 
even the wife and learned, who had no 


better guide, thofe who had made the 
accpjufition of knowledge the bufinefs of 
their lives ; even thofe men we fhall 
find confirming the refult qf the prece¬ 
ding enquiry ; as 1 propofed in the fe- 
copd place to exemplify, and from fadts 
^n^ experience to evince, how far they 
inthejr refpedlive ages went, in promo- 
divine knowledge, and religious 


-it 


*OI'I 


r ' 9 

fl. The firft great authority I will 
pjt<^ Anaxagoras ; who appears to 
I 3 have 
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Sermon have been the fir ft materialift on record 
v—^ in the world. He fuppbfed matter to 
have been felf*exiftent, a rude chaotic 
ttiafs: from whence he raifes a fubli^ 
mated principle, which he ftiles Intelli¬ 
gence, who fought this ftubbom mafs ; 
and the ifiue of the conflict was the fair 
frame and order of things, which we 
behold. From fuch an idea of the Su¬ 
preme Being, we may expert a confid¬ 
ent notion of the duties of religion. 
And fo it was: as may be collected from 
his anfwer to a very important queftion, 
and much to the purpofe of our prefent 
inveftigation. The queftion was, “ for 
“ what purpofe man was created ?” and 
our wife man’s anfwer was, ** to con- 
** template the Sqn, Moon, and Hea- 
vens.” Vain, futile philofopher ! 
And is this the vaft extent, to which rea- 
fon will foar ? Afk the poor unlettered 
difciple of Chrift the queftion ; and 
he will return a very different anfwer* 
He will tell thee, man was made, to 
proclaim his great Creator’s praife ; 

with. 
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with heart-felt raptures to adore that Sermon 
power and goodnefs, which called him ^ 
into exiftence ; to endeavour in his pro¬ 
per ftation, by an interefted difcharge of 
the focial and relative duties, to contri¬ 
bute to the general happinefs of the 
creation, to watch and to fubdue each 
irregular Hart of paflion, to purify and 
fit the foul for a ftate of higher blifs. 

Examine the notions of Ariftippus, 
and the Cyrenaic fe£l, concerning the 
.Deity : and what do they tend to incul¬ 
cate ; but principles of Atheifm, and 
polytheiftic practice: an accommoda¬ 
ting creed, without any influence on 
our life and a&ions : no conception of 
benefits received from God, nor of du¬ 
ties on the part of man exacted in ac¬ 
knowledgment of them. They had no 
general line of conduct: but each was 
ready with quaint apothegms * to defend 


* Habeo Laida; non habeor a Laide, 

Vid. Cic. in Epift, et 2. de Fin* 

I 4 the 
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Sttuott the practices, to which inclination r ref? 
pp6tivelyled him. Each was a Jaw un&$ 
bitufelf; gluttonous, licentious, often-* 
^tious or mean, as they felt themfelve*' 
individually by humour, habit, and difj 
pofition addicted. 

Ariftctle, than whom the fchoola of 
philqibphy never boafted a more nipe 
enquirer into the nature of things, 3 £t 
J knowledged indeed the immateriality of 
the Divine Being, and his providence 
too ; but limited that providence to the 
charge of the coeleftial bodies, whi<?h h c 
fuppofed by fympathy to influence and 
direct the courfe of the world, we inbar 
bit: an idea this, which removes the 
Deity at a diftance from us ; an$ is 
therefore a principle ill-calculated, where- 
on,to ground religious duties. .* v .(jr 

' * '* t ■ . : 

Plato caught a glimmering of tight 
from the father of moral philofophy. 

; ; Vid. Diog. Law. Vif. Philofoph. 

- He 
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Httraffigned ithe dire&ion ofrhtiinanafc S*rmo*I 
fi8?e Immediately to the Cate crf fftf ■ j-, j 

G>dda: arid feerned to have a more ade* 
pirate conception of the nature of the 
Deity, of the human mind, and dtheV 
truths connected with thofe fublime fub- 
je£ts, even than the inquifitive Ariftotle 
hSmfelf. But he had travelled into 
'j?Egypt in queft of knowledge: might 
there have gleaned fome fcattered frag¬ 
ments of traditional truths, which the 
Jews in their long commoration in that 
Country had left behind them ; and dep¬ 
rived the fuperiour illumination of his 
htiind from a ftronger light, than unaf- 
fiflied reafon affords. 

What fnall We fay of Socrates ? That 
K’dcottceived an idea of the unity of the 
Deity: whom he infulted by a weak 
adherence to a ridiculous fyftem of po- 

IV&eifm, 

• v:, r -- 

I will not rake farther into the follies 
and extravagances of a number of other 
*S | fages; 
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Sehmok fages; who took upon them the arduous 
^ tafk of inftruCting mankind in the know¬ 
ledge of God, the nature of the human 
mind, and the duties of life from the 
relation of man to his creator arifing. 
The preceding reflections will diffident¬ 
ly evince this refulting truth : that the' 
natural powers of the uninformed mind ; 
are not competent to that clear compre- 
Kenfion of God and providence ; which 
is neceflary to eftablilh fuch conviction, 
as lhall produce amongft mankind a : 
uniform and confident practice of religi¬ 
ous duties. 

This has been proved on the incon¬ 
trovertible authority of faCt and experts 
ence, in the varying and doubtful opi¬ 
nions, not of the rude illiterate vulgar £ 
nor yet of chiefs and ftatefmen, whole 
minds may have been fuppofed too much 
engaged in feenes of aCtive life, to have 
allowed leifure for fober fpeculative pur* 
fuits ; but of thofe learned and belt-in¬ 
formed characters, who had facrificed 

all 
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all worldly avocations to the ftudy of Srrmon 
wifdorn, and made the acquifition of 
knowledge not only the chief, but the 
foie bufinefs of their lives. 

III. But fuppofing the opinions 'of 
philofophic men to have been more uni¬ 
form and confiftent, than we have found 
them : ftill a religion deduced from 
them would want, as was obferved in 
the third and laft place, perfpicuity, ef¬ 
ficacy, and univerfality. 

I. It muft want perfpicuity; confin¬ 
ing, as it has been {hewn, in a long train 
of abftra& reafoning : which to different 
perfons would appear more or lefs obvi¬ 
ous, as individuals are more or lefs 
perfpicacious, apprehenfive, and acute. 

Thofe arguments likewife would be al¬ 
ways liable to mifconceptions and mifi 
conftroption ; and diffidence in opinion 
would produce diverfity in practice. The 
fundamental truths of religion muft be 
plain and clear: a direct declaration of 

fatts, 
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.£?u5fcs, not fupported by abftrufe reafop- 
t ipg; bpt by, what wouldconftitute a 
fnuch firmer foundation,, a direct appeal 
to the denies in the performance of 
racles. • The dodrine, in this cafe^ppp- 
pofed to be believed, is a plain aflertio^Vj: 
and my alTent is grounded on, what I 
or hear, or fee. Thus, if our reafo^ $ap 
comprehend, that fads may be as; they 
ate reprefented; if our fenfes be cppr. 
vinced, that they are fo ; this. is. aU 
the fatisfadion, the mind can requirpj 
and this is a convidion fuited to eyery 
tnipdv , . , , \ 

• I ' : -ft - ; n 

• II» In relped to its efficacyj as tljc 

dofdrines, on which fuch a religioa^el^ 
pjuft, confid of very difputable pojnj^, 
^tid doubtfpl difquifitions : theyppp^d 
noft oariy with them convidion ^ropj 
e/jpugh to influence the pradiceof tjjofo 
to .Ufhpm they are addrefled j fc^rc^y 
pf^Me^who themfelves might proppjp 
jifcKfc, They, might beHeye t^em 
belief and convidion are yery diflfetept 
huA V principles. 
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pfttfclples, and will be found orripra^feee SlrttMon 
'to Have very different e'ffe&s. Elfe the 
great heathen philofopher, above alluded 
to, at the awful hour of diflolution, 
tvhenhe was going to meet that irieffi> 
bily great and glorious Exiftence, whom 
his conception had figured to him as 
the Creator and Preferver of Heaven arid 
Earth, would not have ventured to ift 4 * 
fult Him with negleft; and, in weak 
arid fervile compliance with his coun¬ 
try’s filly fuperftitions, diredt a facrifice 
to be offered to an imaginary individual 
of a ridiculous polytheiftic tribe. Would 
a converted chriftian, under the fame 
cifcumftance of prejudice in favour of 
fii$ country’s ceremonious rites, at fuch 
awful'period have been induced by any 
fetWftderation to trample on tHecrofs bf 
Chrift ? This is not a quefliori of f^B 1 
crilaticttVr the affirm&tiVd of whicH ! bhi brib 
fin is' as good,' as the' liegiriiffe tftf'tfi h 
i&hdf’f we dan produce fkl!iis^arifi' : b^p&* 

ribAce -Ih a'hundred 1 inftande^/to fftd 4 b 

•> ■ ^ 

, III. And 
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Sermon III. And laftly, fuch a religion mull: 
want univerlality : for it is a religion 
calculated not for the generality of man¬ 
kind, but for a nation of philolophers. 
For thofe philofophers, were they ever 
fa throughly perfuaded of the truth bf 
it themfelves, could not explain it to the 
ignorant multitude : they could never 
bring thofe arduous dodtrines of refined 
{peculation to a level with rude unculti¬ 
vated minds. And though, from the 
reputation of their wifdom and know¬ 
ledge, they fhould poffefs fufficient in¬ 
fluence with the vulgar, to obtain a 
tacit confent to the dodtrines they taught; 
as they could propofe them with no 
other force, than merely the weight of 
their own private opinions; they could 
be fuppofed to have little influence- on 
the lives and morals of thofe, to whole 
inferiour underftandings they were : ad- 
drefied. Stooping with pliant miiVds Co 
their opinions, feme might believe ; 
others would doubt; and, as fuch a reli¬ 
gion muft depend on deductions of reafoa, 

others 
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others again would form different con* Sxbmok 
clufions. Self-love and felf-fatisfafltiou, . ^ 

under the guidance of natural inclina¬ 
tion, would individually communicate 
different appearances to do£fcrines of mere 
opinion: and fcarcely one fingle point 
of duty would be received with fuqh 
concurrent confidence and common af- 
lent; as to influence pra&ice, againfl 
prefent intereft, the follicitation of plea- 
fure, the indulgence of eafe. 

But if, after all that has been urged, 
we are ftill to be told, “ that a wife and 
good God cannot impofe on mankind 
any thing relating to religion, that may 
not be difcovered by the human mind 
.without the affiftance of foreign inflec¬ 
tion, or that is not immediately founded 
. in the nature of things* having fhewn, 
from the greateft authorities in the moll 
polifhed parts of the ancient world, that 
the cafe is otherwife ; that certain duties 

, * Chriftianity as old a$ the Creation. 

are 
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Sermon are required of mankind, founded on 
^ doctrines and relations, which natural 

reafon does not clearly make known : I 
might aik, in turn, in what period of the 
world it was generally otherwife ; when 
thofe characters exifted, who, by the na¬ 
tural powers of the mind, difcovered the 
doCtrines and duties of pure religion ? 
And I know but one fatisfaCtory reply 
that could be made; which would be, 
by confronting hiftorical evidence with 
hiftory. 

There is an antjent hiftory, that in¬ 
forms us of the primaeval ftate of man: 
when he lived in perfeCt innocence and 
happinefs. In that ftate indeed he muft 
have been poffefled of a perfeCt know¬ 
ledge of his duty, “ without any foreign 
inftruCtion.” For without knowing it, he 
could not perform it: without performing 
it, he could not have been perfectly inno¬ 
cent : and unlefs perfectly innocent, he 
could not have been perfectly happy. 
Thus exaCtly confonant with the fenti- 

ment. 
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meat, which from the lip of fcepticifm Sermon 
I have juft cited, do we find this very u j 
antient hiftory defcribe the primitive 
ftate and Qondition of mankind. Agree¬ 
able to it, God is reprefented as im-- 
pofing on man no duty, of which, he did 
not know and comprehend the force. 

The account of human nature arid 
human manners, which that hiftory fup- 
plies, informs us, that though God created 
man perfect , he had found out many devices. 

That is, that he poffefled at his creation 
powers of mind, competent to difcern 
what was right, and fufficient reftitude 
of inclination to prompt him to purfue 
it. But that, notwithftanding fuch com¬ 
petence to know, and ability to perform, 
his duty, he had deviated in his conduct 
into many devices; into pofitive a£ts of 
difobedience : that a deterioration of his • 
nature fucceeded ; that his underftanding 
became obfcured, and a fenfe of right and 
wrong lefs fenfibly affefted him. And, 
confiftent with this hiftorical narrative^ 

K the- 
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Ssuiov the proofs, that have been abeveofl^f-ed,". 
^ e^tra&ed chiefly from the autient 

grapher * of tliofe chara&ers, wla#fe 
ingand love of wifdoro obtained tP then?- 
the diftinguifhed appellation offjphilpftv^ 
phers, abundantly evince; that in the 
deteriorated, depraved flats of humpn 
nature, they were acquainted neither 
with the do&rines, nor duties, of mirp; 
religion. 

In oonfi deration of fuch experienced: 
Corruption, fuch deterioration of human f 
nature, this volume proceeds to unfold: 
the difpenfations of Divine Providence H 
and explain thofe rnyfteries/that meetiho 
the moral conduct of mankind. * trlmq 
ftru£fcs us, that to fupply the defedqqnd 
the natural light of reafon, God pewq 
q&rfed, and according to his promifibi 
gave, mankind an additional light ) on,l 
to preferve the words of foe author -im 
the fentiments quoted above, a 

. - * Dioge«<6. Laf run*. .... ,» , 

. injlrue - 
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‘Conveyed iff fo Oleaf 1 SisMpw 

pfidfe tgrfris and manner, thiit berthing is ' 
W&ftftttg ! tO th^'corti^reheri-fidtv df ft, tint ? 
aft 1 %yt'that will fee, and a heart difpefed ’ 
rohrideiiftaodi ! • ■ 

* J* I i 1 J l * - •• ' .. -' t * ' * ' il ' ' • - . 

- li F n have 1 mentioned this hi (lory, and 
this 7 little abftra£t from it, only as the 
ftiggiftiotvof an ofejeS worth invelti- 
gating: as it may tend to reconciles to; 
truth, and to explain the favourite opi- 
nioncof tbofe, who affert that God mfcft 
have: endowed naan with 1 natural powers 
of mind, fufficieac to enabiehim to.knowrr 
Hi& will, arid topraftife it.i If the truth' 
of: it, as relating to a pchnaoval (bate iof 
periedtion, he jq.ueftioriedI;r l ringhc, in* 
fnppbtt ;of &Gh; doctrine, > cite: antient 7 
poets afad^hiiofophera, of mofketnineittief 
ini itho (heathen worlds inculcating* tihfci 
fame opinion If the prefumedraurhoit 
rityofthat volume betreated wrm attaf** 
fe^ad^ir of odkide ; we mayteSi thoft" 

* See page 143. 

f Vide Coricio de Statu Paradiliaco, 

' j r * - ! K a who 
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Sermon who treat it thus, and it would furptize 
many, who take their fhadowy religion on 
the credit of others, to be told; that fome 
of the ableft and mod learned then, this 
country ever produced, have not only 
been private believers, but public de¬ 
fenders of the do&rinal truths, which 
that volume contains. And it would be 
equally mortifying on their part, to ob- 
ferve to them ; that the adverfaries of 
revealed religion, in this country, hav£ 
been generally men of very fuperficfal 
learning; fuch as have feldom waded into 
the depths of fcience, or contributed to 
the advancement of erudition and know*- 
ledge in any material article : contenting 
themfelves, by an affectation of fingtf- 
larity, a love of cavil, and pa fade'-‘df 
words, with a cheaper purchafe of fatrtd. 
That by men of this description We may 
never fuffer ourfelves to be laughed out 
of our religion, out of our prefent cOiii- 
fort, and our future hopes, may God'iff 
His infinite mercy grant, &c. 

v SER- 
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SERMON yi. 


John iv. 2. 

Salvation is of the Jews. 

(To afcertain, how far natural reafon Sermon 
•was competent to difcover the duties of 
pure-religion, was the object of my laft 
difcourfe : which, flowing from a juft 
^pprehenfion of the divine nature, and 
the relation in which we ftand to the 
Supreme Being,' muft depend for their 
propriety and uniformity on the reach 
of our ideas, as directed to that fub“. 
i,ime fubjedk ; and the equal extent of 
them. If they be inadequate to the 
fubjeft, the duties will be imperfect; if 
they vary in individuals, larger and more 
comprehenflve in fome than others, the 
K 3 rule 
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Sermos rule x>£ duty founded onthemnwC^he 
V J^ Mague and varying. And from thfcpfa 
ceding invfcftigation it was by.propfftftd 
example, evinced ; that ppt iWy«n?fe? 
mafs of mankind, hut even the wifecAnd 
learned, entertained very different?notions 
of . the divine nature, and had varying 
and very imperfect ideas of the relative 
duties of man to his Creator : that, 
from.fuch difcrepante of opinion, nq,ge>r 
petal rule of practice could be formodfi 
ppr on the moral oonduft of mankind 
could fqch imperfect knowledge, a£ they 
pqfieffed, of God and religion* havje fpf» 
dcient influence., j 

■■ ■ ' . ■ • v ! V.e od 

Many of them conceived; falfeAUfdfJini 
jWiripus notions of God and the ( opi-, 
ujftns eyei>) of, thofe, who might 
nearer the- truth, were too much.ip* 
volved in doubts and oblcurity, to be 
Ufhpaejous ip ; gaining,them, to afbriSjt^nd 
uu>fpw»ly:,religions, Jife,; .tjnp^x 
promoting the practice of religion among 
the multitude. Yet the creative and 
. uvn . ,1 r preferving 
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pifefeiY&ig' goodaefs of Gbd, it was ill* SermoU 
fferredy* demand from beings endowed ^ 

With a degree of reafon, equal to that of 
iti&n, a return of rational fervice ; or, 
fofdrher Wbrds, the obfervance of reli* 

£ 3 @tr$ duties. And to pri&ife religion 
In purity and truth, We muft underftand 
ksdoftrinek and commands; We muft 
dftriprehend them clearly, we muft be 
throughly convinced of the divine atl* 
tlkSffty, that inftituted and enjoined 
Iftbitt: dr they will have no efficacy on 
dtif lives. If therefore the light of rta- 
tbfe be not competent to this effeft ; 

God, who conferred that light on us, as 
he eafily could, ib we muft conclude as 
readily would; Confer bn us a fupplemen- 
rdli aid, fome ftronger and clearer light. 

Mow fuch fupplemental aid may be con¬ 
fected, we will next proceed to enquire. 

y ' ; . ■, 

' n He, who endowed the cultivated mind 
tHth fufficient powers, by Idng and la* 

O, , „ Jt ; , 

o’ 

# See page 86, &c. 

J ' K 4 borious 
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Sc rmon borious operations of reafon to learn to 

^ VI> . know Him, can no doubt as eafily 
communicate to the mind fueh know¬ 
ledge; of Himfelf fome IhorterWay, by 
immediate illumination ; a ray-ofhifr* 
tuitive knowledge, lighting’ to certain 
truths, to any truths, that are not above 
the natural grafp of that mind. For in- 
ftance, the mind can conceive the idea 
of a .firft caufe, infinitely a£tive and 
powerful. This knowledge may beac- 
quired, through the medium of a long 
ehain of reafoning : or it may,be cam* 
municated to that mind fu per naturally 
and immediately. But to comprehend 
the manner of God’s, exiftence, exceeds 
the reach of human intelligence. This 
is a degree of knowledge, which can¬ 
not be acquired by any exertions of rea¬ 
fon : nor can it be immediately and;fu- 
pernaturally communicated to the hu¬ 
man mind. For to receive fuch degree 
•of knowledge, the mind itfelf imuft he 
altered, its capacity enlarged, its nature 
changed : but change the nature of the 
, ,.. . mind. 
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mind, and-you unmake'the man. Hence Sk&mok 
then we find no apparent difficulty in 
conceiving a fupernatural communica¬ 
tion of-knowledgeand-we alfo leam, 
what kind and degree >of knowledge 
may be to the mind .thus fupernaturally 
and mftantaneoully communicated ; viz; 
any knowledge, which the mind by the 
operation of reafon is capable in a na¬ 
tural way of acquiring. And the man 
thus divinely illuminated is as capable 
of Communicating to others fuch illumi¬ 
nation of knowledge, as he who may 
have • acquired it in the ordinary way: 
had indeed with greater weight; for be 
•feels .it, and communicates it as a divine 
impreffion, and- therefore an incontro¬ 
vertible truth. 

But the mere belief of internal illumi¬ 
nations, is no proof that we pofl’efs 
them : for thoie fancied feelings,‘that 
are boafted by many of weak heads and 
warm imaginations, are as impreffive as 
real, ones; we may be deceived by thens| 

our ft Ives, 
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Sermon ourfelVes, and thereby led tif'decefas 
others^ There is need therefore - Of lb the 
external proof of the truth and reality of 
our pretentions: and no furer oir nfkdrd 
fatisfaCtory one cah be conceived,'than 
the performance of aits, which exceed 
the ordinary powers of nature. Thb^ 
are direct appeals to the fenfes j and 
when the experience of internal illumi¬ 
nations is attended with fuch charaCfcfet& 
of external evidence; it aits with all 
the force of conviction truth Can give* 
■and'has a claim to rational aflent. In¬ 
deed it is capable of proof, that internal 
illuminations cannot exift, unattended 
with fome external character of authen¬ 
ticity. For whom would the perfbn, 
who could produce no other proofs Bf 
the reality of his mental illuminations, 
than his own feelings, convince ? And 
without the power Of convincing othefS,' 

What Would be the ufe of fuch illiimiti^ 

- r ' 

tiOns ? And without a Ulb, or purpdffe^ 
and a good one too. It is hard to Cbti^ 
eeive that God, who does nofcfiiih£ Id’ 

vaiu, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



•rt* 


m 

y^^/hpuld diftingu.ifljj ^ny individvial Sfavow 
.$4$ {qcjl fupgroutnral.gifts,and powers. 

io 'riii "■> h r ,' ’■'■ •*»» J > ■• r* • 

3W ^he,poff^Uty pf divine4UunMi\ptipns 

thus eyince<J h apd the. pbara&erif- 
tip naarka, •dtfij& u Kh e d», which, author 
jriie ^heir currency, and .eftablilh their 
$ruth ; the next point of enquiry is, 
whether any fuch illumination, reveal¬ 
ing God’s will in a more exprefs, and 
clear, and concife manner, than by ar¬ 
guments and abflrufe reafoning, hath 
eypr taken plpce,; and. whether the pur- 
ppfp .to he promoted by-it was fuch, a;s 
typuld juhify the divine interpofition. • 


, Rations and countries have not varied 
tpore in their civil, than in their religi¬ 
on^ inftitutipns# Some nations, in their 
^pinions of the divine nature, have,,dir, 
vided it into a multiplicity of.,Go^?; 
apjf fome have, materiajifed it: fpr.thp. 
C^tor.miftaking, and worfhipping, his 
wqrk s r Great and vain men have taken 
R^v^qtagp pf this general principle of re- 

' ligion, 





*5$ THE CROWD AND CREDIBILITY 

Svumon ligion, which poffeffes the minds of: all 
^ mankind; pretended the ufeful arts they 
invented, or their fucceffes in war, thofc 
to have been the communications of 
their Gods, and thefe atchieved by. theft 
affiftance : and from thence ■ obtained; 
amongft their refpe&ive countrymen* 
the opinion of being the diftinguilhed 
favourites of Heaven, and after death 
the honours of Deification. ^ 

•s + * r- 

The (noft antient people, of which 
prophane hiftory profeffes to give us any 
account, are the ^Egyptians and Chah 
daeans : and of their hiftories the earlieft 
period, to which we can refer, is , the 
time' of Sefoftris ; about a thoufand* or, 
as fome contend, fifteen hundred; year* 
before Chrift. And the earlieft repre-r 
fentation, which the page of hiftory 
holds out to us, of their religion and 
morals, difcovers them to have been ita? 
merfed in the groffeft idolatry. Nor 
do the records of Greece afford us a 
more advantageous account of their raoft 
.. » • priftine 
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pridinet date. The imaginary evidences' S**mq» 
of deceafed men were the only Gods, 
they knew ; their will, wheri living, 
the only* rule of-morals the people ac¬ 
knowledged 'r and their vices, after they 
were dead, the fa nation of inced, ambi¬ 
tion, and outrage of every kind., 


If, amidd fuch an idolatrous worlds 
there were a people, who thought and 
a£ted otherwife.; who acknowledged 
one only God, the Creator and Uphol¬ 
der of all things ; who paid Him a con¬ 
fident fervice ; wh6 lived in the ha¬ 
bitual practice of duties refulting from a 
proper knowledge, a love, a fear, a re¬ 
verence of Him: we can accbunt for 
fuch knowledge, and fuch confident 
practice, only two ways. One is, that 
thofe people mull have been more, wife 
and pious, not only than any other 
nation under Heaven; but than a na¬ 
tion, could fuch an one be conceived, 
compofed of individuals the mod dif- 
tifiguiftied for fuperiour wifdorn and 
’ erudition. 
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Skhmo* erudition, a fete$ nation of pMfe>6>pheif>££ 

T , VI ‘. Or ielfe, that extrabrdihafy 

knowledge, fthey pcrfFeflfed v "f»<^ have 1 
been i communicated totheflftifoime othe^i 
way ; than by the mere 
natural powers of reafon. The firft of 
thefe fuppofitions certainly was «©t the 
cafe.: The Jews afluredly did not 1 pdft? 
fefe more learning, than thc reft; of-the i 
nations,, among whom they lived': dwt* 
it may on the contrary be afTeitfcd, dibits 
ia the early periods of that nation, befewp 
their emigration from ./Egypt, indeed tttii 
the reigns of David* and; Solomon, tidy' 
polfiefled lefs. The* higheft encotttitrtfflP 
on their greats prince*and legidatopisef-cii 
pb&ihg his erudition was, that feodefcifb 1 
Jkflkd «k all the learning of the Mgyf>tjamr\ 
adke£fc acknowledgment, that he> >hatte- 
not^iquired his learning andfenowledgei 
from his own * countrymen ; but ftomaa^J 
people, more learned and intelligent thanq 
they were ; ; and of ceurfc more capable* 
of inftmftitig him. The .latter hypp.q 
thefis mu(l be therefore the itroe igfdv 

and 
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andHcpdonfeqhently follows, that 'their Sermok 
knowledge of God and religion 1 had? . v ** f . 

c€®nmuitic$ted to them by feme 
fborter,' dearer* more convincing, more 
influencing iway. • 

L , Z F f ^ , / ^ f 

' . ■ * * P ’ ' ' 

_ And as fuch fupernatural interpofitkai 
of God» in revealing his willto mankind 
by i an immediate illumination of the 
mind, that is, by inlpiration, muft have 
a-fuffigient affignable eaufe: if ween- 
quire the purpofe to be promoted in the 
inftabce before us ; we ihallfindrt the 
nobfeft, the moft important, that can be 
conceived worthy to engage the divine ; 
interference. It was to r keep alive 'in 
tWhwAan mind the almctft extingoilhed : 
principles of true religion; to teach and' 
iilforee the knowledge of God, andthe 
restive duties of all rational! being? ftohv; 
thence refulting : that the moft elevated'■ 
point'of human knowledge; and this ; 
tbhi .fcrft great duty of mankind.' da 
pity to human weaknefs and infirmity* 
which to the moft vile and abjeft prof- 

• L;». trations 
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5«m° N t rat fens had reduced the original perfeffc 
and dignified character of man, was this 
revelation made. Fprrned with a mind 
competent to know, and taught to com¬ 
mune with, his Creator ; ftill bearing 
the faint impreffion of His goodnefs, but 
loft to every proper idea of His nature; 
he had humbled himfelf to the worlhip 
of an animal, a plant, a ftock, or a ftone. 
And from that abyfs of ignorance to re¬ 
cover and reinftate him in the rank of 
intelligence, he once pofleffed ; was a 
purpofe abundant to juftify the interpo- 
lition of God, in employing the only* 
means equal to fuch an effect. 

But befides the end or purpofe affign- 
able for fuch divine interference : lome 
further evidence of the reality of it, as 
hath been already premifed, is wanting. 
And no evidence can be produced fo 
ealy ©£ conception, and lo afluredly to 
be depended on, as miracles : the poffi-. 

bility of which having in a ^-former dif- 

* 

* '■ See Sermon xu 

courle 
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courie been evinced, * we will now en- Sermon 
ter farther into the fubjeft, and confider ^ 
the circumftances necefiary to authen¬ 
ticate the performance of them. 

By a miracle, we uriderftand a fenfi- 
ble effect exceeding the known powers 
pf nature. But as we are utterly igno¬ 
rant, how far the powers of beings, good 
or bad, in fuperior claffes of intelligence, 
may extend; we cannot be certain, that 
fome phoenomena, which appear, and 
are, to us really miraculous, may not 
have refulted from their agency. And 
it therefore follows, that miracles are 
not feparately, and in themfelves, proofs, 
that the workers of them are delegated 
meffengers of God. Yet as it is highly 
repugnant to all our natural notions of 
the divine goodnefs, to fuppofe that He 
can leave men, who defire to know and 
follow truth, deftitute of the neceflary 

* See Sermon ii. p. 38 , &c. 

L means 
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Sb*mon means of difcriminatingi it.fpaijn £s$e- 
hood; it alio follows, 1 that $[M?: {#1$ 
ever be fotne difcernihle. traits ..,a$vk;pfi- 
jundfo, which mark an $ n m liufefy, 
iuterpofition. By what charadpr? ffrfp 
are the. miracles of true ryUgion,^]^* 
guilhable from deceptions ?, By pjai$-|jj$* 
euliarities, as I conceive, in their n#H#> 
■manners,.and tendency. * 

, , .We. are, i t is confefled, ignorant h|QW 
> far, the power of evil fpirits may ext^iyf: 
hut we know how far it cannot exfftj^ 
we know it is infinitely in^jMo^r • tottfce 
power of God. Upon this principle, 
reafon, concurring with fcripturer~ a P* 
propriates tome wonderful a&s of^ par¬ 
ticular kind to God Himlelf, and$s ( j$9* 
Reding only from Him : fuch ,as tjje 
_.p£PfU£tion of diftan.1 contingencies^,.^* 

, pending upon the wills of free agepfjs, > 
aud the ability with unerring kno^fljej^e 
; pf .diic|pfin,g the privacy of jpigifn 
.thoughts, j That an idea preya^Jpd jtj ||>e 
. ,heajfiep.;typrld, : .of ,tl}epp^billty nf ( f^ e 
" . 7 -I fads, 
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f&fc?, gppearii 1 from the eri&atfburs tiftfl $<**«» 
tO<efta!&lifri fehe belief of them* Wfetai ^j^uj 
^ffe^W&s the 5 pfetence of their ©fades ? 
-l4W 1 ^dib 1 ' r an^ futrfe fodh attfenrfit’s; 1 1 
•<W& ti^gd hbout to pfbve. I w4dl iJOt 
isffiidO‘Oft lybur time by expofing the 
-ftftifebcatti of augury, and the vain prfe- 
*tebfidhs ; tif ftich pillars of the 'ait, as 
Naevius : his arrogated knowledge of 
humau thoughts, a plain, palpable, col* 
i'Sfike juggle between his prince and/him, 
t& pfocOre confidence from an ignorant 
itooitltude, without authentic vouchers, 
j^khoOt fufficient end; 

.d<|: J::u , < ■ ; 

—- — ■•■■■ “ Nodus non Numine dignus.’’ 

•qx: . >i:/ • • * ! 

bbfetvatkm this, which leads me'<0 
'^Sliftddi* 1 lome attendant circumffandks 
* 3 iil extraordinary ads, as conftitutihg 
Softer proof of their immediate phJ&b* 

« dhkn ! fr6i« God. As, when thCfate 
' J ^il!iiTc, J performed openly before' gteat 
JI «Bfiii>erb j arid vvhen the rfefdlt^thW 
i’ hkotiOufly permanent 'efledi 1 THbfe, 
%'y« fofairible' ritffks of the 

L z finger 
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Sskmoh finger of God, as the fbpe’r-opb^ 
ration itfelf, are corroborating 1 
ambngft’ others, that they prik^ed'fftltti 
divine power ; that they ar^ ,; ¥rue^iftfil 
real miracfles, and not, like’thofe 
to magicians, oracles, and ’heather^ 41P 
gurs, the illufions of artifice; andpr&ett^ 
lions of falihood and impofture. "' ! V' ,m 

: ’ - Vlt 

- 1 The tendency of thofe wonderftrt iCKV 
or the purpoles for which they 'Wire 
Wrought, is likewife, as hath been u to€ 
timated, a teft of their divinity. AnS?* 
racle, that tends to no purpofe, or to a 
bad one, is on thofe very accounts ! lhf- 
pitious. If the ail-wife and good’Gcd 
ever fufpend, or alter, the eftablifcid 1 
courfe of nature ; it miift be for^ 
wife and good caufe i for fomeithf^’ 
&nt end, which could not otherwife^Bi 1 
dbtainedi It mud be’ immediatefy, ri b^ 
x^kim'itely, for the removal of fonab^t^ 
nicioui andSpreading errors, orthe 1 
formation of fome'momentous truths* 
order to render-’ mankind 1 WifeiPaftd’k#*^ 
j: • ter. 
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tefy, [Wrbfft -therefore we are convinced* Sbr-mon 
t^tvtoR^iraelee T bear the charade rs above . t 
ar/g :i alfo attended wdth.the 
^tjrk^ n ap 4 i.<Ji^ip£tions juft ^defcribed.; 
^yJs ( that the 'ends,' whiah in this enume-. 
r^tAo^i of, qtrqwfnftantial evidence I have 
Ipgpffi^dr are. intended by them : we 
may be allured, that they proceed nofi 
from wicked fpirits, fuch fuppofition 
> iipplyfcttg a> cpntradi&ion in ideas as it 
i$r-contrary to their : nature to promote 
gqq 4 i : and by confequence, that they 
ajtf* and cap be, only from God. 

f, O ? v. J ■ ■ * : ' 

j}^fter :; thefe premifed obfervatiops, let 
l^prqeeed to take a general view of the 
i^y^ajtioa made to the Jews. All na- 
have in their refpe&ivc religious, 
pretended to prophecies, mi- 
rggles^ /and myfteries ; and confiderjedi 
f^h powers and difcoveries to have heep) 
COgfprred on favoured individuals by tho 
lyjfdde^jon and good-will of their God$; ; 

\^ich,j though it do not prove, that the 
eyery Ipecial part of it has had, 

L 3 a re- 
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Sm%K>* a revelation; yet plainly evinces^ that*? 
by the judgment of the wftote> wOrtWli 
there was mfon to exj5e&, /artdihelkiYgj 
one. Till the time of Mofe6, th4irecov4pf 
of hiftory were traditional; f at lea^j.Wti 
have no aflurance, till then, of any .wfittftft 
ones. He firft digefted- the anttent^fte* 
counts of hiftorical fa£ts ;andconamitteti 

A 

them to writing. And in regard to the 
narrative of antient faffcs, which he, deli¬ 
vers, and had received from tradition; i jft 
is to be obferved, that thofe tradition## 
from the longevity of the Ante*diluv$3tt§» 
had not in the courfe of defcent 
through many reporters : * and tbtfiMk' 
toran feems to have related them without 
the leaft prejudice or partiality tp hi.mfelf 
or his nation. Nor doth tradition* permit 
eht to obferve, carry an inconlidewbl# 
weight with it;; or claim a moderated?? 
kfm^ofaiflent, when there appearanpthing 
Wtohfronly or difprove it*: And thefts 
v : ™ iii '■ ■ ■ . ' ,.i. frit 

See ?afcalV Thoughts.' •’ o.'io o>$ 
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fo'-fw the-cafe in the inftance 1 before us, Se&mom 
tftdpfuc (feeding hiftorians hart in general L _j 
points followed fyfofes’s relation. /, They 
hfc^e^follott^ed hihi in'his record. Of the 
cWatfOn of 1 the world from a rude .chaotic 


rfoftfiV'Crf a paradisiacal age; ofthe.dete-f 
riOrationfef the world, through the vicea 
.of ttiamkandof an univerfal deluge. 


*'. ) j 


* From the diluvian period, this hiftory 
informs us, that in one particular family* 
that family which furvived the general 
cat&ftrophe, the belief of the unity of 
Gddi Cteator and preferver of the world* 
obtained: that in one .particular branch 
Oft hat family, amid ft its various migra- 
tlohfe, in its pmfparous and deprefled 
ftttte, whether independent, or in bondage, 
arhidft idolatrous people, oppreffed by the 
tyranny of idolatrous matters, it ft ill. r©» 
teined, and of all the nations of the world 
alone maintained, that doctrine. ; It. was 
this do&rine, that united them fo clofely 
to one another, and fo continuedly fepa- 
L 4 rated 
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SutMOil rated them from all the world 5 *ay air?itt* 
felf forms a perpetual miracle. bii- 


In the time of Mofes, this fdfnrfy Wa9 
Ihcreafed to a numerous' people ^ahtf&S 
they had before been feparafed frbtfi iFfe 
reft of the world by their religiouSjirift- 
tiples, they were then to be divided (tbih: 
it in fituation, and by art appropriated 
inheritance; to be delivered from fetVi- 
ttide, and become a diftinft and inde¬ 
pendent nation.' For that purpofe tHfe 
God, whom they ferved, raifed thenh^ftp 
a deliverer ; and empowered him, 
fignal difplay of : miraculous powers) ^ 
lead out from amidft a powerful and’W^H- 
lihfe nation ah Opprefled, unarmedj c d<^- 
feticelefs multitude : who were thus IM 
Fdftfty ftparated, and fupported, to p*r&- 
fdfttte?, and diffufe among the reft' Of ffib 
\Vdfid, the^lmoft obliterated hoti 5 h^ 4 >F 
tr\ie THerftn; atid the pure worfhip 3 bf 
the Ohe Gdd. 0 An*d if any purpofe, >r ?f 
kfty end, could juftify the fupernattftMl 
iftterpofition of Almighty God in-tRfe 
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P^.^^p rehgiqn of the Jews had bpen 
Jytjfyprto plain and Ample t confining in 
the Jqapw^edge of the Divine Unity, and 
tfreipture.of that fpiritual worfhip, which 
»fas,due to Him, But the people were 
j^pw to become a great and powerful na- 
tion : and their religion, deftined within 
its, pale to comprehend, and to blefs the 
whole world, was now to take a new 
form; its eflentials to be fenced with 
rites, and ceremonies, and ufages, which 
Jhad a further afpedt than Mofes faw, and 
led to a wider extent. Whatever of al¬ 
legory there may poffibly be in fame 
j«rt of that prophet’s writings, and fuch 
there probably is.; it militates not agajnft 
the fundamental truth of the relation * 
the fads reprefented under thefe allege 
ries are plain j and have, as. well <as the 
morje nude representation qf things, pa 
unqneftionable claim to our aflent. And 
in his general, detail of fja&s, fo allego- 
trifed and reprefented, it may be further 

obferved. 
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Sermon obferved, thdt fbme of the grafreft^ithd 0 
^ beft informed phrlofophers of'antiquity? 

have followed him. l y 

! : ;if1 

This religion refolves itfelf ihtotPtrijiiiF 
divifion : the prophetic, moral, ahtl 
monial: 1 they are well defighed parish r 
one great building; each of diftindt pur¬ 
pose, and defign ; and all neceflary tdlhe 
perfe&ion of the whole. The prophefelfc^ 2, 
ftamp on it the character of divinity* i 1 ' 
without the moral part, as a rule'ofcbt^ 
du£t it Would be defective: and the' cfe?©* 1 
monial part illuftrates the prophetic!. 0 

As to the prophetic declaration^ 
Moles, and the fucceffion of prophets, 
that followed him, they have in the rtibft 
exa£t fend unequivocal manner been' tfflf 1 -* 
filled: down from the fir ft prophe'cy^O# 
the Roman's feed , which JkotAd brmfi Wl 
Jerpent's head; to that dreadful mbnifibtV 
of the future defolation of then* ttty^f 
with the aggravating ci rfcum ftan ce- of* fclft 
people being reduced td futheitr entity 

of 
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p , .. 

the liege of Jerufalem by Titus. Exa- 

refpefting rn^re 
recent ifitnas ; and.you will find fom$ 
fulfilled, and others every day fulfilling. 

.The moral part, an univerfal rule of 
condo#, was to continue the fame al¬ 
ways and every where : cuftom cannot 
chaftge .it, time cannot render it obfolete, 
nor will even the plea of neceffity excufa 
the obferyance of it. 'Though heaven and 
earth pafs away, not one jot , or one tittle , 
of yhe moral law Jhallfail . 

the ritual and ceremonial part of 
4 that religion was figurative and, typical; 
ayeft in the perfon of the great legiftatpy 
himfelf. He was fent by God. to he ft 
deliverer But out of Sion, as the appf-i 
tl^ atgues, came the true Deliyererj a 
jPeliverer in. that extenfive fenfe of the 
Vord, in which the Mefliah is defctibed 

by 


f (diiilfpf?, ,as to be forced to eat the Jte/Ii, SjaMow 
(^th^/pni and their daughter : a.p«fO-. 
necy, which was dreadfully fulfilled at , 
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Serm°k hy the prophets: a Peliyqr^,[tlyo^glp 
i —yLj whom all, the. world {hqt»l<jl J}e 1( ^e»k 
’ The inflitytionof 

ginated in the ear lie ft ages of^h^yv^^ 
and in every part of it preyaikjd^ftpa^ 
from reverence. to that, greia.fi 
deftined to .be made ipitb^ 
the Mefliah, is of all ftrauge, 
tices the moft inexplicable.,, 
other ground confidered, the cuftopfopjk 
offering up flaughtered animals, to, expfcrr 
ate human offences, muff appear to h^v^* 
proceeded from the wildeft notions, \thpt 
imagination of man had ever couceiyqch; 
But an enthufiaftic conceit, withou^apy^ 
reafonable pretence, feldom lafts lo^gj'j' 
and never could become univerfah ,Th?o 
univerfality of the practice therefqt;^ 
adds to the improbability, fhall I ca^lpt,, 
or ; impoffibility of it; except foup$e,4g 
in region and truth. And , the rea,%$ r 
and the truth of it can only conl^ 4flo 
its gfpeft to the great facrifice deHine^ 
in Chrift ; and are evidenced in.the ; lopg; 3 
continuation of the practice 

The 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



7 dV ^Att RfiLiCjibk. 

*^^ y 'di'liverartCfe'^r6m the -bondage of S»e 
a typfe of the deliverance of u 
ttikOkih'd 1 from the bondage of fin ; €?ach 
jttdedfed byfi rni 1 ar circumftances, one 
df f, ihe' 'Pyfehal' feaft, and* the other of 
Clfiift’s faff ’ fupper; the ohe plainly 
jb’efi^lired by the other, and both con- 
iphiftig to mark, beyond the poffibility of 
xiSkiftalte,' the grand ante-type of our re¬ 
demption. What do their frequent ab¬ 
lutions fignify, but what Chrift feems 
to 7 allude to ; the purity of the heart ? 

Tk 'hypocrites, fays he, ye are very careful 
iri’Wdjhihg the outjide of the cup and platter 
fat within ye are full of all uncleanlinefs. 
That is, ye blind, who can carry your 
ey*e bo farther than the type ; than the 
rriOtO ordinance, perfectly infignificant 
without a reference to the reafon, the 
ground, and the fubftantiality of it. In 
fKOft, it is not difficult, in rnoft of their'“ 
cifemonies, to drfcover an afpe£t to a" 
fbttlHel reality; thofe temporary inftitu- 
tibfis^tendihg, like fo many elucidating 
cii^hiftances’, J to point out 15 that’ 1 Ife- 
' "’ i . ! deemer; 
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deemer; ! lh ; wbbm they iVete to 

dkpe& afihaland cbihpleat tkfViiitibnP 

.:• ■.! ’’ n :■ .** i. n ■>'(\ i. m:.,b bnc 

And thole external oMfetva&^^bfe 
references and allulions ia^'%f^ u bp£& 
to explanation, fo rigidly 'Oxaflrddf' &i\& 
fa ftriftly obferved, do in no : fitiifft 
degree contribute to ftamp on ft (fee 
evidence of divine authority. Btlitkbii- 
fcme as they certainly, are, ridiculo'Crs 
as in fome inftances they may appear, 
filly and fantaftical as they have fbbib- 
'times been held ; even thofe rrtdk // aii& 
ceremonies, contribute Ifke undef-pi&k 
to the one great defign ; the pfbpfi, 
that it is of more than human 
tntion. Befides the' typical refdidnbe 
foifie of them contain : others (r h^e 
been obferved * to ftrike at idolkf/blis 
ctiftoms ; and were calculated to’ glfiPd 
the'trite Theift from heathen > pra&ltVs, 
tod every tendency to idol fervi ! ce.‘ If> ' 

; t *. • ocw 

■ • • . > ' . y.<‘ • * v, ..;i /Ino 

* Vid. Spencer de Leg. HeEw, ^ 

And 
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: dei pbd !.w r i J '/^ m TOP n i» 
and claim a rational alTent to the divine 
) o£ jty? inftitutipji. Fo* what 
jpyjy ate man. can, be fpppofed, without 
*bl? authority of ftation, unfupported by 
arm, of power, to have had fueh in¬ 
fluence over a whole nation ; as, by 
hi^.barprecommendation, to induce them 
|p burthen themielves with fuch a grie¬ 
vous load of vain rites and futile ordi¬ 
nances, vain-and futile if confidered qn- 
dy with a view to the inftitutions them- 
i^Jves, as the Jews bound themfelves to 
^£erve ? What individual, unlejfs di- 
vjppjy author!fed, would have prefurned 
^p, t j)Criuade a whole nation, • to abridge 
iflepifelves of fo many gratification?, 
-yy^jfib, the reft; of the world enjoyed ; 
gU*d.„to fubmit imnlicity to fuch..ye- 
fl.r^ts, particularly refpe&ing the ohfor- 
vance of the Sabbath, as might be, ( and 
was often really, prejudicial to them not 
only in a private, but a public capacity ? 
And, with lefs than divine lupport, what 
huA individual 
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Sermon individual could in fo arduous an under- 
v taking have prevailed ? What other 
motive, what weaker authority, what 
inferiour power, can human fagaeity 
conceive; of fuflicient urgency, to in¬ 
fluence a numerous people to obferve the 
ceremonies above alluded to, from the 
firft period of their inftitution to the pre- 
fent day, through a fueceffion of more 
than three thoufand years, with that 
uninterrupted and rigid adherence, with 
which the whole nation of the Jews 
have embraced them ? 

Examine the direft and immediate 
miracles of Mofes, from the time of 
croffing the Red Sea to the approach 
of the people to the promiied land, 
the principal of which are recapitu¬ 
lated by him in the 11 th chapter erf" 
Deuteronomy, according to the criteria 
above laid down : and you will find 
in them every intrinfic mark of genuine 
truth and authenticity. They were 
feniible effe&s, exceeding the known 

powers 
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powers of human nature : they were Sermon 
lb plain that every fenfe was convinced 
of them ; and as public, as the prefence 
of multitudes could render them. They 
were inftantaneous and compleat: and 
the refult of them was a notorious and 
permanent effect. The internal charac¬ 
ter of divine power, difplayed in the 
performance of them, is marked by the 
doftrine, which they tended to eftablifh ; 
the doftrine of pure Theifm : and the 
effect, that hath been already experi- ' 
enced from them, is the acknowledg¬ 
ment of that doftrine by the much 
greater part of the globe. 


What then do we collect from the 
preceding obfervations, refpefting the na¬ 
ture and extent of the religion of the 
Jews ? Briefly this : that it is founded 
in truth, imperfeft in its inftitution, ex- 
tenfive in its influence. It was not a re¬ 
ligion, canlifting of fopperies borrowed 
from different nations, framed by different 
persons, and put together at different' 
M times, 
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Sermon times, one fuperadded to another 1 . ' -ft 

^ Y was the ftupendous work of one trta’n : 
by him propofed to a numerous bb6£le; 
from the moment it was propBietSy f by 
that people unlverfally recriVed; 'aftdto 
the prelent period of time uninterruptedly 
obferved. The purity of it was guarded 
With uncommoh caution : forfearbf in¬ 
troducing corruptions into it, the inte'tefbs 
of policy Were difregarded, and national 
advantages overlooked ; the people wbre 
reftrifted from intermarriages with other 
nations, and thereby precluded fioin 
ftrengthening themfdves by thofe 
vantageous alliances, which from 1 hfch 
ties are often derived. A numerous Rrid 
refpeftable prieffhood was inftituted and 
fupported : : thfeir foie charge the ! c6hfBi> 
Vation of the pure religion Committed to 
them; the employment of their lives the 
dirtied and fervice of it. It invdlVdd 
their Whole ’law, and hy the prieffs 1 4ms 
tead and expounded to the p'eople®ei4jy 
week. And does not ^11 thisfoihd^Hftd 
care, and ceremony; this fo e!xj$3fte 

pro- 
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. proipulgation, fo ready ^nd. general ac- : , 
ppptanpe. of it,, even had it wanted thpfe 
genv^ne pharaders of divinity r , which 
pinnacles ^annp^d on it, mark its pre- 
, ,pqQ^eo?e, to every other reljgipn of the 
wofJ,d; and demonftrate, its truth ? .. , 

1: h . . • ■ 

m -JJut with all thpfe eharaders of di- 

jyinity and truth, it was imperfect. Its 
.writes and .ceremonies difcpyered nothing 
ipprinfically wife and good: they were 
, pj^ n allufions to famething that was to 
,^cceed. Andqven its moral part, though 
jf^r as it went compleat, was defined to 
,r^eive improvement., It. was very ii)d.e- 
^pifivp in its dodrine of a future date: 
_*,$s promifes were national, 'temporal; 
as to period of time uncertain, and PfP" 
J^jjly .diftant. To.fome future peripd 
fchey were, taught to dired their vip^ i 
^apd. thither they looked, ae for the pam- 
j>jpopn of their greatnefs, do hkewife.fpr 
/ t^,^jf?ftiop r pf,their knowledge., T^ey 
i^anj^-dired ipnd fatisfadpry inform* - 
) jtyop. pp jpany points :, left by, the prpvi- 
M % dence 
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Sermon dence of God, on many important ai> 
tides, involved in a degree of darknefe ; 
in order to add luftre to the advent of 
that eminent perfonage, they wet© taught 
to exped, the Meffiah ; who, when he 
came, would teach them all things.. . 

As to the influence of this religion* 
whether regarding time or place, foex- 
tenfive was it; that it was deftined tt> 
reach from pole to pole, and to con¬ 
tinue to the end of the world. All 
nations were comprehended in its pro- 
mifes ; and the gradual performance of 
them, proceeding with time, was or¬ 
dained to be completed and perfe&ed in 
immortality. 

This religion, in its rites and ceremo¬ 
nies, in whatever parts of it were prefi- 
gurative and typical, is now a dead re¬ 
ligion ; no longer engaging the atten¬ 
tion of mankiud, or claiming their ob- 
fervance of it. But its moral parts, far 
as its doctrines go, are unchangeably 

good. 
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good] Let us therefore conftder it as a Ssrmon 

Tff f 

valuable relic : let us regard it with that 
reverence, it merits: a light, firft Alining 
ih an obfcure places but from the time* 

When it'was given, increafing in bright*- 
nefs more and more ; and in its deftrned 
period breaking out in meridian luftre: 
its rays ft ill continuing to diverge ; un¬ 
til its light Jhall lighten the Gentiles , and 
all the world ftiall acknowledge the 
clorv of Israel. 
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" SE R M O N' 1 

; ■ ' • • . :' '-'1 ©bent 

iL; mm — — ’■■■■■■ -- - ' -_- ■. . ■■ •__ ■ .. . , 

*-’■*'* - ; 1 . fl ' : on-jq 

Matt. xxii. 42 . * 

■ ' d 

What thinkyt of Chrift ? -:n Mil* 

. - : b to • 

Sermon i. 1ST the great concern of inftru£ting 
mankind in the knowledge of God, and 
the duties from thence refulting,;?^ 
have feen how far the powers of rOft^ 
went : its incompetence, to tha,t 
hath been proved from fadt and, (expe¬ 
rience ; and , the confequent necefli^ p^ 
&i revelation inferred. From that infer 
rence* without defeending to a cpmpar 
niti ft view of fuch revelations, as ha#e 
'relpe&ively urged their claim to divinity# 
Which, with great judgment and erndir 
itionj hath, on the occafion that now^pr 
-gages my attention, been already don? Jo 

* See White’s Sermons. ' J ’ 

I pro- 
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I proceeded to examine the merits of Si&mqw 
that revelation, which hath the moft 
undoubted pretentions to itr and, I truft, 
latisfa&ofjly evinced,, that ^ie revelation 
made to the Jews, though in the firft 
period of its promulgation reflriflted to 
a Angle nation, was deftined in its if* 
fue to become univerfal: and even in 
the mean time, amidft the viciffitudes 
of that people, in their migrations from 
one country to another, whether in 4 
State of conqueft or captivity, they left 
Scattered remnants of the truths com* 
mitted to them wherever they went. 
jAtid hence have thole adumbrations of 
ahjtient fads, which may be traced in 
iprophane hiltory, embellished by poetic 
imagination, contributed not a little to 
the various ly Items of Heathen mytho¬ 
logy. Even the expectation of a Meffi- 
ah' extended farther, than the religion of 
the Jews: towards the period of Chrift’s 
appearance in the world, the attention 
of the" Heathen was in fome degree ox- 
cited to the advent of an illuftrious cha¬ 
racter, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



184 the ground and credibility 

Sermon rafter, who fhould form the world-to 
happinefs ; teaching them all things that 
it was expedient to know, and perform¬ 
ing all that was neceffary to be done, in 
order to promote univerfal blifs, and ef- 
feftuate the profperity of mankind. 

And as this general expectation of the 
Jews, declared by a feries of prophecy, 
fupported the truth of that Meffiah’s 
appearance, when Chrift came, and 
in that charafter profefled himfelf; > no 
exertions have been fpared, to invali¬ 
date the force of fuch expectations. ; It 
hath been afferted, that it was very na¬ 
tural for people under oppreffion to look 
forward, and flatter themlelves with the 
hopes of fome great charafter ; who 
ihould rife up among them, and break 
their fervile yoke : — that - the Jewifh 
priefts. by their enigmatical oracular 1 de¬ 
clarations cheriflied thofe expectations 
in the people, in order to quicken their 
exertions;—and that the Jews were>a 
credulous, enthufiaftic people^ always 

open 
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open to the deceptions of the crafty Sermon 
priefthood. VI ** 


■ In my prefent difcourfe, therefore, I 
propofe, 1 ft, to confider the general ex¬ 
pectation of a Meffiah, that prevailed 
amongft the Jews ; and in this difcuflion 
•to examine diftinCtly the obj feci ions to it, 
as already ftated. > 

V: And to enquire, adly, whether their 
prophets reprefent him to have been a 
temporal prince and conqueror, or fome- 
:thing greater. 

Mo I. The firft of thefe points, it is obvi- 
;ous; regards thofe, who deny the truth of 
revelation; and who, to invalidate the 
..doCtrine of •a promifed Meffiah, a doc- 
Jtrme on which the Chriftian religion 
rtefts, defcribe the Jews as a credulous, 
. enthufiaftic people, opprefled by their 
. icobquerors, impatient under their fbfffer- 
>■ ingsy and taught by former deliverances, 
ofteti great and unexpected, fo much be- 


Digitized by v^rOOQle 



186 


THE GROUND AND CREPISJEIT.V' 


Sbhmok yond all that they hoped far , tq lpok ipr;* 
warc * t0 ^ ome future Mofes, Jifthua^py 
Zerubbabel; the deliverer a h&itipuq 
character, aud the do&ripe at dplpfionaf 
prieftcraft and impofture. 

■ \"v \\?)% 

1 £ only when fmarting under the . op-, 
preffive arm of conqueft, in. their forlorn 
migrations, or in their various fcenp^of 
captivity, thole prophetic declarations, of 
a future deliverer had been pronounced; 
there might have been fome degree, of 
pertinency in the reflexion, that at$tir ( 
butes them to delufive expectations,, ^Jer, 
rived from defperation and diftrefs. 
in the moft flourilhing and profpexops 
ftate of the nation, during their 
brilliant periods of conqueft and fucceft* 
regularly and uniformly did their pro? 
phots prediCi the advent of an illuftriqi^ 
perfon. Of their own nation ; deftined^rp 
efiablijk a kingdom that Jhould endu.rf fpp 
ever. Even the moft fuccefsful, and 
powerful princes themfelyp6, in the jpirit 
of prophecy, declared the time would 

come; 
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cortie; when under* a powerful prince, Sbrmor 
W hom -ihe Lord would fend 1 to vifit . j 
Ifead, all nations Jhould be gathered under 


l&bdi that he would then Jet up a king - 


dom, whichJhould never be defrayed ; and'all, 
that Jhould fee them , when the kingdom 
of their Mefliah fhould be eftablifhed, 
Jhdll acknowledge them, that they are a feed 
hlejjed of the Lord. In fhort, the whole 
tenour of the Old Teflament points out, 
and the great fcope of it feems particu* 
Iafly dire&ed to, that firft and great pur- 
pb'fe, the eftablifhment of a belief in onq 
particular perfon, deflined to reign and 
Jrtfper ; and execute judgment and jujlice on 
the earth: whofe title, importing htB 
high office, was to be, THE LORD 


OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: who was 


tO poflefs dominion , and glory , and a king- 
dorh 1 , fo univerfal; that all people, nations j 
and 1 languages Jhould ferve him. His ido*; 
minion is described as an everlafling dd* 
biihioh , which Jhould not pafs away ; and 
his kingdom that , which Jhould not be de^ 
Jlreyed. -■ 

r; Nor 
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Sermon Nor was this notion entirely confined 
to the Jews: Tacitus, in his account of 
that people, fpeaks of it as an expectation 
entertained by many; but refers the 
foundation of it to certain dodtrines con¬ 
tained in the fcriptures of their priefts. 

“ Pluribus perfuafio inerat, antiquis fa- 
** cerdotum litteris contineri, eo ip fo 
“ tempore fore, ut valefceret Oriens, 
“ profeCtique Judaea rerum potirenthr : 
“ quae ambages Vefpafianum et Tituiff 
‘‘ praedixerant.” * + U 1 *** 


Jofephus has the fame obfervatidn: 
and imputes to the influence of dhch 
prediction the vigorous exertions of the 
Jews, in the courfe of that fatal War, 
which ended in the defolation of thq^ 

City. “ To ie tirx^oL)/ avrxs ptoXitToc, Trpogr ,tpvc 

& ■ w 

♦ ^Tacitus Hift. lib. v. ' , v 

- A general perfuafiou prevailed, that in the aDtteaA 
fcriptures of their prices it was declared ; the powefcdfc 
tbeEaft fhould be eftabUfhed, and froin judata thofe^ 
Ihoukl proceed, who would obtain the fovereigntyjof the? 
world: which myfterious predictionwasfulfilled 
pafian and Titus. 

A •. , 

' y TFOXifAOtp 
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**, jre^j« f+ov, tu> a.[x^ntoXo; ofAoiuf ,tv roi( Sermom 

n VII. 

%'t £ $ftf'X V { Lll *l Jt ' £ ?OS i ypxpp&fWf W XaT« rov TtCUpOiL 
“ifiWV9*y WO mS Xjupxt Tif CtvTU3V Xpfyl Ttjf OiJCOU- 

Touro oi (xbu ug oixziov s$£\a€ou. 9 xai 7ro\~ 
ic ,.}yQX r ooy <rw<p«v BTrXocpn^YKTxu irspt mu 
€C B&jAa $’x(xx mu irepi Ov£g7rxgixu3 r 0 Xoyiov jj«ys~ 
t€ ftOVlXU, OLTrofsixfisUTOS £7Tl IoufilCC$ XVTOKfX" 
iC { TOpOs” * ‘f' 

Cicero, in a letter to Lentulus, alludes 
tp a {Sibylline oracle, purporting the fame 
event; which he applies to Ptolomy. 

“ Cum earn [. nempe Alexandriam ] 

“ .pace praefidiifque firmaris, Ptolomaeus 
*‘i redeat in regnum ; ita fore, ut per te 

V." 

* Jofeph. lib. vi. cap. xxxi. , u } 

f But what chiefly excited their exertions, and fup- 
pt^ted their perfeverance in the war, was an equivocal 
oracle, which appears to have been found in their antieilt 
feriptures; purporting, that about that time fome one 
from that country (hould fway the feeptre of the world, 

And the perfon, fo defigned, they underitood to be one 
of their own nation : a circum fiance, in which many: 
of their .mod learned were deceived. For ir is very clear; ;■ 
that the predi&ion referred to the fovereigpey of Judata 
pdflbficd by Vcfpaflan* 

« refti- 
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“ reftituatur, quemadmodqm 0 fea,i^£us 
“ initio cenfuit: et fine multitpdinqjfe- 
“ ducatur, quemadmadwm hq^VtUQS pq- 
“ ligiofi Sibyllae placets dixer^it f .” 7 ^ ) ?|' 


Nor will the pretended chjqfa£fei; rr of 
the Jews, as being a credulous 
thufiaftic people, add any weight tq 
preceding objedion ; founded on the 
feelings of defperation and diftrei^. 
Enthufiafm and credulity might have 
prompted them to take up arms, andljit 
under the banner of every adventurous 
chief, who fhould have ambition or ,ad- 
drefs fufficient to fet himfelf up format 
Son of Promife. It is the nature of ,eq- 
thufialm and credulity, to prompt tq srfh 
and daring enterprifes. They allow no 
l.i» / 


■+ Ckj. lib. i. Eplft ad Lent. . n 

•f When you have effected the pea^e ilablifhfnent of 
Alexandria, and properly garrifoned it. Let Ptolonvy 
return to his kingdom: *fo nriil he appear reared 
by yt>u,> £9 > the fenate at -firft determined 5»*ncb«o(be 
brooght ba^ wirhoat tumult or violence, 
men have fuppofed the Sibyl predi&cd. 

time 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



OP THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. *9! 

time to reafdn and reflect: they warm Sbrmow 
the hfeart with a fort of hallowed lire; . 
that impetuoufly prefles forward with a 
power fuperiouT to the love of glory, 
and vanquilhes doubt by a principle 
more efficacious than the dread of (hame. 
Actuated ohly by the goad of defpera- 
fion, and the influence of enthufiafin 
and credulity, the Jews would not lb 
paffively have borne their hopes and ex¬ 
pectations for fo many ages, as they 
Were known to have done : their pro¬ 
phets in a long fucceffion continuing to 
promife them a Mefliah, and they in 
full conviction of the truth dffuch'pro- 
mifes patiently continuing age after age 
to expeCt him. 

Nor do the accounts, with which the 
annals of that people furnifh us, of a 
‘ banditti of profligate and dilorderly men, 
'aflembled under the conduCt of this or 
that ■ delperate chief, who might* boaft 
Kfmfelf of confequence, and alFume the 
character of a deliverer, affeCl the truth 
■ of 
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Sermon of the above remark. No ftate is free 

c from partial infurre&ions of men ruined 
and defperate; who frame grievances, 
and oppofe order, for the fake of rapine 
and plunder. Thofe riotous mobs do 
not invalidate the argument, againft the 
imputation of enthufiafm, credulity, and 
defperation ; founded on the quiet, pal- 
five, general expe&ation of a Mefliah : 
by their prophets defcribed in chara&ers 
very different from thofe, which mark 
the ruffian leaders, that in the Jewifh, 
as well as every other ftate, may hkve 
occafionally drawn together a rabble for 
purpofes fuch as thefe. Or, if indepen¬ 
dent of every motive of licentioufnefs, 
and rapine, the bare pretence of Mcfli- 
ahfhip had power and influence enough 
to draw together a company of men, 
ready at the hazard of their lives to fup- 
port fuch an expedlation ; the effedfc 
evinces the ftrong and efficacious per- 
fuafion of the real advent of a promif^ 
Mefliah. 

And 
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And as to the pretence of fuch pro- Sermon 
mifes having been the forgery of their 
priefts, calculated to call forth the exer¬ 
tions of the people under any enterpris¬ 
ing chief that might occafionally arife, , 
of courage to attempt, and conduct to 
execute, a plan of deliverance from cap* 
tivity or bondage, and eftablifh once 
more their kingdom by conqueft ; thofe 
prophecies, to afford any ground for the 
fuppofition, muft have been confined to 
the day of tribulation : which has been 
already obferved not to be the cafe. 

Their priefts alfo in the commiflion of 
fuch a&s of forgery, their priefts muft 
have been wretched politicians; a reflec* 
tion this, which does not appear founded 
in exa& truth; and their chiefs and civil 
officers very negligent and remifs, in fuf- 
fering fuch incentives to anarchy and 
confufion to be propofed to the people. 

We muft therefore conclude, that the 
predictions in the old teftament of a 
Meffiah, the prophecies of kings and 
princes, declared in times of profperity, 
as well as in periods of diftrefs, regular- 
N ly 
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Sermon ly continued in a courfe of near two 
L thoufand years, were not the forgeries 
of priefts: ^and, that tbe/people’a Jb^elieF 
in them, was not the 
fiafm and credulity, but a rational afr 
fentj an affent,-which neither the va¬ 
rying circumftance of affluence ipjt per 
nury could alter, the falfe . pretenffon6 
of perforis, who had at different times 
affumed that character, could rempyp, 
nor difappointment of any kind induce 
them to relinquifla, For what is.it, that 
could effect this, but a rational ground of 
belief; what is it, that could render 
fuch a notion fo efficacious and nuiyerr 
fal, but the genuine ftamp of divinity 
and truth ? , 

If however we be to have it eternally 
in our ears, that the Jews are an enfflu- 
fiaftic and credulous people: without 
allufion to the coniequences, let ;; »$tfce8- 
ly examine the objection itfelf j. an4.it 
will be found to a degree futile and.ab? 
furd. An individual or two may be-crC- 
' dulous and enthufiaftic. A whole family, 

through 
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through foifte fucceffions, held in igno- Sermon 
rancg, and biafled by the early prejudice 
of parental example, may poffefs minds 
Wrongly tinCtured with cnthufiafm and 
Credulity. It fliall even be allowed that 
n whole nation, while they continue im- 
itierfed in barbarifm, and involved in ig¬ 
norance, may from thofe circumftances 
derive an enthufiaftic zeal and bigotry in 
fbpport of falfe tenets, which they may 
have creduloufly adopted* But that na¬ 
ture Ihoald as it were have moulded the 
minds of a whole nation with a pecu¬ 
liar' difpofition to believe abfurd, and 
fancy van, things ; a nation, who have 
BVed, at various periods, among the 
moil polilhed and Scientific people of 
the world; who among themfelves have 
bOafted many characters eminent for 
their : great erudition ; who have with 
IVdedom canvafled, and with abilities 
inveftigatcd, the volume, that contains 
th 4 ir >own religion ; have, in their ad- 
rofilfion cf the contents of that volume, 
difCriminated truth from fallhood, faCts 
fr'dtff pretences, records of authenticity 
' : ~u N 2 from 
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Sermon from doubtful relations ; and, what may 
Vli • • 1 J 

^ weigh moil with the characters, to 

whom thefe reflections are particularly 
addreffed, a liberal-minded people, who 
bad their free-thinkers, as well as we: 
that credulity and enthuliafm Ihould be 
the conftitutional charaCteriftics of fuch 
a people, is a paradox, which fober rea- 
fon can never explain. But any thing it 
feems is to be admitted, rather than a 
doCtrine tending to fupport the .credibi¬ 
lity of a religion, whofe univerfality le¬ 
vels the diftinCtion of illiterate and wife; 
■whole large pale, exalting virtue when¬ 
ever found, comprehends every |*ood 
heart, and willing mind : humijiatjn^to 
philofophic pr.ide ; and at the fame time 
: fo inconfiftent with the purfui,ts of the 
, voluptuous, that they muft either rp- 
j^iounce their pleafures, or. give up -all 
: the advantages their religion prqpqles.^ 

h;. f Haying thus, endeay^pred to obvigte 
.the objections, that have t beep advanced 
tagainft the doCtrine,of a promifed Mef- 

fiah 
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fiah ; it would be a vain intrufion on Sermon 
jour time, farther to particularife the 
lcriptural predi&ions importing fuch a 
pfomile,' or more at large: to infift on 
proofs'pf ihe univerfal credit, the Jews 
themfelyes gave to the do&rine ; look¬ 
ing forwards to the deftined period with 
animated hopes. It is a do&rine by 
their prophets fo plainly revealed, and 
fo earneftly enforced; that if, deaf to 
the voice of prophecy, blind to the ap¬ 
peal of miracles, without one good rea- 
fon for fo perverfe a conduct, the Jews 
had rejefted it; defervedly would they 
. have incurred the reproach of the moft 
invincible ftupidity, that ever marked a 
devoted people. It was uninterruptedly 
inculcated by all their prophets, down 
from Mofes to Malachi: who uniform¬ 
ly predicted a particular kingdom, that 
God would ere£t, which fhould never 
be deftroyed ; and a particular perfon, 
whpfe dominion was to be an everlafting 
dominion. One particular king, and 
not a race of kings, is throughout the 
N 3 whole 
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Sermon whole line of prophecy defigned. The 
Jews underftood it fo; and from fuch 
interpretation of the prediftions con¬ 
cluded, that the Melitah fhould never 
die. Accordingly when our Saviour 
gave intimation of his death : the Jews 
immediately replied, we have heard out 
of the law , that Chrifl abideth for ever ; 
how fayef thou then , that the fon of man 
mu/l be lifted up ? And when he talked 
to his difciples of his death and fuffer- 
ings ; Peter could not bear a reflexion 
that fo fhocked his hopes, and anfwered, 
that be far from thee , Lord. 


: And after prophecy was filent; 

'is, from the time of Malachi to thd ad¬ 
vent of our Lord, the expe&atioh 
v 'radl did not ceafe. Indeed, as the tirhe 
“deftined for the completion of thislfo- 
- pOftant prophecy approached f'tfae htipe 
’of the promtfe became! raore 'and m<ite 
lively. Some of the heathen oracles 
-dtught 'this ray of illumination tr and 
about the time, that our SiividbWiflted 
‘ Y - ' ' the 
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the world, the expected appearance of a S«rmow 
great and powerful prince became fo 
common; that it was applied', as hath 
been already intimated, to feveral hea¬ 
then princes. And from that lb general 
and prevalent expectation, fonje have at¬ 
tacked the do&rine on the ground of its 
novelty: as a notion, which fir It ob¬ 
tained credit about the time of Herod. 

But, fays Voflius, we muft go farther 
back for it: fo far as the time, when 
Pompey made himfelf matter of Jerufa- 
lem: fifty nine years before Chrift, and 
exa£Uy on the completion of Daniel’s 
; fixty fecond week.* Suetonius fpeaks of 

predi&ion, previous to fhe hipth of 
i^tiguftus ; “ Regem Populo Bpoaano 
“ naturam parturire.” -f- And > Cicero 
.^JJudes to the fame oracle, as^ well in 
^he epiftle to Lentulus cited above,-^in 
tbp.r following parage in his treatife ,pn 

- Voffiusde fibyHinis oraculis li&. Jr. /J 'iiV 
brufr That nature wm » Ubput- of a 
tj^thelUpaw, , ^ ; 

u N 4 divina* 
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Sermon divination. * “ Sibyllae verfus obferva- 

“ mus, quos ilia furens fudifle dicitur. 
“ Quorum interpres nuper falfa quaedam 
“ hominum fama difturus in Senatu 
“ putabatur: cum, quem revera regem 
“ habebamus, appellandum quoque efle 
“ regem, fi falvi efle veUemus.” -j- This 
oracle was applied to Julius Caefar: on 
which interpretation Cicero, glowing 
with the flame of patriotifm, proceeds ; 
“ Cum antiftitibus agamus, et quidvis 
“ potius ex illis libris, quam regem 
“ proferant: quem Romae pofthaec nec 
“ dii, nec homines efle patientur.”j 
After the death of Caefar, this illuftrious 


* Lie. de divinitatione lib. ii. 

•f Obferve the verfes of the Sibyl, which the frantjj^ 
prieftefs is faid to have di&ated : whofe interpreter was 
thought to have drawn from thence in the fenate^ faftie* 
conclufions; fuggefting, that be, whom we in feilify^ 
admitted 83 king, mull be acknowledged and ftikeka^ 
king, if we wilh to be feved. , . 


| But might 1 exchange a word with the priefts, I 
would recommend it to them, rather to produce any 
thing from their books, than a king: whom neither 
Gods or men will ever fuffer hereafter to ttdfctaUdme. 

l . •, 1 » • • ' * Ji .1^ 


prophecy 
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prophecy was applied to Auguftus: Vir- Sbrmoh 
gil: compliments his friend , and pa- 
tron. iPollio with the application of it 
to,his infant,fon: and others again fub- 
Icribed i» the grofs. adulation of Jofe- 
phuswho condefcended to betray the 
high privileges of his nation, and ap¬ 
plied the. promife to Velpafian. Many 
ext rafts might be made from the Sibyl¬ 
line books, alluding to different circum- 
ftances attending that promifed event; 
but I will content myfelf with produ¬ 
cing Ahe fingle one, adverted to by the 
authors, whom I have cited above. 


Avrxp t7ru Pw/ajj re xxi AiyvTrm BxnXeix 
Etf ev $0uv*<ra, rare JVj BxtnXeix /Agyip) 

Aixvxrx Ba<n Xriog iir av0/>W7roi<n Qxveirxi •' / 

If fyet $* xyitog xvx% nr.ourn £ yyg wnirrpx xpxrnirm 
Eif XiWX$ TFXVTXS eTTtiyopSVQlQ XfiMQiO* 

%xi tots Axrsvuif XTrapxirnrog yoXas xvifw, 

Tpets Foopnv Qtxrprt jmotpv xwrxfaXrif'ovtxu * * 

- r: r 'j* : '' ■ < >y S 

■ a 1 * r ■ i 

Orac* Sibyl, lib. ii. , ' .•* .:^v *o 

But after Rome and Egypt (hall unite 

‘i- .■ Their 


From, 
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Sekmon From what has been above obferved, 
v . it is beyond contradiction evident; that 
the doCtrine of a promifed Mefliah is 
not only aflerted in the fcriptures of the 
Old Teftament, but by heathen oracles 
declared ; not only believed by the 
Jews, but admitted and adverted to by 
profane authors; of the fir ft rank, and 
the molt polifhed ages. Let us then 
proceed to the fecoOd article of enquiry.,: 
which was, whether the prophets repre- 
fent the Mefliah as a temporal prince 
and conqueror, orfomething greater.;,-, 

; Jii: 

t : II. In fuppofing the Mefliah tp 
pear in the character of a powerful ! 
triumphant prince, who fhould eftabfeS 1 
kingdom of Ifrael on fb furq^nd 

* . ; Y 

Their powers, and an extended empire rife; 
r b ynmertai (ball thefceptre.fwiy x- t A 

: A^ing immaculate; whofc realms no line , 

' Stall circumfcribe, his reign no point of time. * 
i* Inexorable then the rage of Rome: : 

- Mi \ And under three the powft of Rom« 

. .1 ' ! .\ ‘ '■> !' i j 

folid - 
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folid a foundation, that it fhould through Sskmom 
all ages continue miftrefs of the world, 
and that all nations fhould finally fubmit 
to it; the Jews had one great difficulty 
to encounter : and this was the ftate of 
humiliation, in which fome prophecies 
reprfefented him. An'opprefled and de- 
fpifed Saviour, fuffering infults, and nei¬ 
ther in word or a& vindictively retali¬ 
ating, difplaying not the indignant fpi- 
rit of an earthly conqueror, but an ex¬ 
emplar of meeknefs, patience, and hu¬ 
mility, was little calculated to affume 
the port of worldly grandeur ; and, by 
the workings of a bold and daring mind, 
to keep a profligate world in awe: it 
Confounded their expectations, and eroff- 
Cd the proud and towering hopes, they 
had entertained of him. 

A State of fuch defcription as this did 
by no means comport even with the 
flattering ideas* his own difcipies at firft 
fortned of his future greatnefs. De- 
prefled and difpirited at his crucifixion, 

:;i' they 
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Sermon they gave up every thing for loft : 
v and mourned their difappointed hopes,in 
their crucified mafter ; whom , they then 
deplored, that they had vainly thought 
to have been him , who Jkould have redeemed 
Ifrael. But this erroneous opinion .we 

find foon corrected : for after he had ex¬ 
plained to them the feriptures concerning 

bimjelf ; they, who on his apprehenfion 
had denied, and on his crucifixion had 
loft all hopes in him, after his refurrec- 
tion and their frequent conventions 
with him, flood boldly forth in his de¬ 
fence : publickly arraigned the Jews for 
their impiety in having murthered ,|n 
innocent perfon, and Him their own 
Meffiah, the Lord of life ; and gloried 
in fuffering ignominy and ftripes for his 
fake. So clearly did thofe feriptures, 
properly underftood, point out a fuffer¬ 
ing Saviour. 

' ' s ‘ ♦ • r ; t • 

This fuffering ftate of the Meffiah^ 
deferibed in terms fo explicit, as fome 
thought could not be denied, and fo 
♦ glaringly 
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glaringly cootradi&ing the idea of that Sermow 
glorious ft ate, in which all expected 
their Mefliah to appear, raifed a diffi¬ 
culty ; which to obviate, two methods 
have by the later Jews been deviled : one 
explaining it away, and the other deny¬ 
ing the application of it. 

1. Firft, in evalion of thofe prophecies, 
fo injurious as the Jews conceived them 
to the dignity of their Saviour and De¬ 
liverer ; the do&rine of the fuppofed 
advent of two different Meffiahs was 
adopted : the one an affli&ed, fuffering 
Mefliah, deftined to teach them patience 
j ahd refignation ; and the other a great 
and'glorious prince, fentto reward them 
for their fufferings. But this nbtiori has 
not' the leaft foundation in the fcrip- 
tures : where the Mefliah is conftantly, 
uniformly, and clearly reprefented^as 
the one Redeemer, the Holy One of Ifrael: 
r the "Lord [aid unto my Lord, thori kirt a 
frtejl for ever : and the like. It--is: a 
futile and vain conceit, without $ny au- 
‘ thority 
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Sermon thority from their moft antient and ge- 
nuine writings to fupport it. And they 
may with equal pretence admit: a num- 
her of Meffiahs, as two ; Elijah; Jere¬ 
miah, and every afflicted fuffering pro* 
phet, that was fent to them. * ; 

-•f r ( 

2. The other mode of interpretation 
denies the application of thofe defcrip* 
tions to the Meffiah : referring thecd to 
their nation at large, as figurative repre- 
fentations of it in its feveral periods of 
captivity and oppreffion. But if the 
predictions of the glorious appearance 
of the Meffiah be taken in a literal 
fenfe ; we have the fame ground i for 
applying a literal meaning to thofe 
prophecies, that defcribe his humiliation. 

* Vid. Pocock Appen. ad, Comtn, in Mafechi: 
Ch. iiit V* i. Ecce ego mitto angelum meum, et pnfc. 
parabit viam meam, et ftatim veniet ad tetnpluro (uum 
Deminus, quern yog quaeritis, et Angelus Fasderis, 
quern voa vultis j ecce venit f dicit Dominus' fixer* 
cituunu 

. i; 

Who 
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Who of the Tews, antient or modern, Sermo* 
J VIL 

ever doubted of the following reprefen* 

tations being defcriptive of the Meffiah ? 

“ Unto us a child is born, unto us a foil 

“ is given: and the government (hall 

“ be upon his (boulders ; and his name 

“ (hall be called Wonderful, Counfel- 

“ lor, the Mighty God, the Father 

“ of the everlafting Age, the Prince of 

“ Peace : of the increafe of his govern- 

“ ment and peace there (hail be no end, 

“ upon the throne of David, and upon 

“ his kingdom to fix it, and to eftablifli 

“ it, with judgment, and with juftice, 

“ henceforth and for ever.” Again t 

“ The (pirit of the Lord (hall reft upon 

“ him, the fpirit of wifdom and under- 

“ ftanding, the fpirit of counfel and 

“ ftrength ; the fpirit of the knowledge 

“ and fear of Jehovah: and he (hall -be 

“ of quick difeernment in the fear of 

“ Jehovah, fo that not according to the 

jight of his eyes (hall he judge, no? 

“ according to the hearing of his ears 

“ (hall he reprove; but with righteouf- 

“ nefs 
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Sermon “ nefs (hall he judge the poof, and with 
“ equity (hall he work con vision on 
“ the meek of the earth. He (hall 
“ fmite the earth with the blaft of his 
“ mouth, and with the breath of hi$ 
“ lips (hall he flay the wicked.” Is 
there any one, that affixes to thofe de- 
fcriptions of Ifaiah a figurative meaning? 
Certainly not: and for this juft reafon ; 
becaufe the literal fetife is plain and ob¬ 
vious, admitting no doubt, and involving 
no difficulty. There is nothing forced, 
or ftrained, or inconfiftent in the literal 
meaning ; and therefore every rule of 
found criticifm witholds us from flying 
to a figurative interpretation. 

If by the fame rule of criticifm we 
judge the fame prophet’s reprefentation 
of the humiliated ftate of the Mefliah; 
we fhall find it charaftered in as ftrong 
lines in the 53d chapter of Ifaiah, as his 
exalted ftate has been noted in the paf- 
fages above adduced. Indeed this de- 
fcription, taken in a literal fenfe, is not 

only 
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only plain throughout, and uniformly Sermowt 
perlpicuous : but in affixing a figurative 
meaning to it, and applying it to the 
Jewiffi nation, there are parts of it, fuch 
as refer to the atonement of the Meffiah ; 
which are perfectly, irreconcileable with 
every accommodation of common fenfe. 

For inftance: “ furely our infirmities 
“ hath he borne; and our for rows, he 
“ hath carried them: yet we thought 
“ him judicially ftricken, fmitten of 
“ God, and afflicted. But he was 
“ wounded for our tranlgreffions: he 
“ was fmitten for our iniquities. The 
chaftifement, by which our peace is 
“ effected, was laid upon him ; and by 
“ his bruifes we are healed. , ’ Take this 
paffage figuratively: and I conceive it 
will be very difficult to prove the con¬ 
nection, the neceflary connection be¬ 
tween the fuffering ftate of the Jewiffi 
nation at one period, and its eafy, peace¬ 
ful, happy ftate at another; or by what 
(lice and fecret train of caufes and effects 
O this 
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Sermon this depended on * and was ef^eCtallhjfy 
L V ^_. the other. i mi/ mar!' 

*<• "4 • -1 botiiq 
What conclufion then dothefeireffec* 
tions produce ? Clearly this. Thatibe 
abfurd device of the later Jews ta>obw* 
ate the predictions of the humiliated ftabi 
of the Meffiah, by the adnaiffionof twb 
Meffiahs, tends to eftablilh the bdiuf of 
a fuffering Meffiah. And with regard 
to the other opinion of fucb defcriptkai$; 
as figurative of the Jewilh nation-5 !the 
letter is fo irreconcilable with ;th.C'fb‘ 
gure, as to deftroy every attempt dt ab' 
comrnodation. And the inference fcoht 
thence mufi be; that, thofe prophetic 
defcriptions of the Meffiah being in blot h' 
ipfiances literal, in him muft meet]the 
abatement of a meek, humble, opprefledy 
perfecuted perfon, and the.auguft gtecietf 
of a pniirce, whofe government andkiog" 
dam (hall laffi.for eveir. ; • ,w* '* 




1 i - 


v Fdl as the Jews were of the idea^f# 
Saviour and Deliverer, a pow er ldh^fl^ 

puiflant 
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puifiant prince, who fhould obtain for Sermon 
them univerfal empire ; we are not fur- 
prifed to find them endeavouring by 
every means, determined by any forced 
and ’foreign conftru&ion, to get rid of 
the I do&rine of a fuffering Meffiah. 

But we have alfo feen, that the very 
fame arguments, which prove his glori¬ 
ous and exalted ftate, are equally ftrong 
in evincing his humiliation. And ob- 
ftinate as they have been in rejecting the 
declarations of their own prophets re- 
fpe£ting the one ; we will next enquire, 
whether their notions refpe&ing the 
other be more confbnant with their fcrip- 
tuxes. Their opinion is briefly this : 

“ that an illufirious prince (hould rife 
“ up among them, and by force of 
44 arms eftablifh his kingdOrti : that 
“ under his aufpices they Ihould tri- 
“ umph over their enemies, and that 
44 even to the lateft period of time Jerufa- 
44 lem fhould give law to ail the world.’* 

With this opinion I proceed to confront 
Ibme of thofc prophecies, which are 
Oz unani- 
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Sermon unanimondyl confidered b$ 

theftate and x^iarader t^ ttt'g^Jo^ feifti 
exalted Meffiah. Jfiso h-j^bem ei ad 
• r .-I • ■ ■> • /■! too .-bsfbiqxo 

And deft, had they<W6tt^c«^ifid<^ 
the whole • fcope of' the 
ting to the kingdom' of ^Ke Kfeffife 
they would have been Cbnvkifced’tfistbB. 
fpiritual, and not a temporal,- 
was pourtrayed. Righteoufnefs ifadeqbty, 
According to the prophecies already'c&bdj 
are the > conftapt marks of 1 4 fq> arid^tbt 
conquefts ehara&ered in f blood* 
judgment and juflice k ; vtas'-td 1 be^ tu^- 
ported ; and ndt by the * opprtiffiVb 
of ftrength r. by the knowledge _andfedp$f. 
fehbvah it>:was to be maintained,?%&! 
not by the-rod of 'earthly powbri Fthb 
Lbrdi ^feith *Ifaiah, have, calMjhepyfc 
rSght&ajnefci and willhdd%jne hdd^'d^i 
kkp^thee 'i and''give theeftr-a fati&A 
of the people , for a light of theF^ekti^i^ ft> 
Open the blind eyes , and bring out the prifon - 
tars'jfnm^ the pvtfm^md faeniffohdyt in 
dmpmfsi'i am lafi'-tBefcpfj/ih'Mtfti 
B.rjihu! V *** office 
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plainlyidefcubod to r oonfift Sihmow 
of ■ triue (knowledge: 
he is marked out, or calledfarth, asit is 
expreffed, not by exploits of conqueft, 
j^Bft^expfl&ptyf.qf right?«ufiiefs?his 
(^^n^iqnrii^ieotf to oon^roul the world 
JWlfrili** authority ^foaitfhkif* and con** 
qqefpr, but ftp diffemb&tfe > heavenly x 
Jfppwledge even among the Gentilea'; 
a#4 v by the illumination oftbe:fpirit to 
qpen.tjae understanding of the blind, and 
tcjetfe thepa from the prifon hotfe of 
ignorance and 6n *u And hotv complcatly 
h^jfhpuld be qualified for thofe high ofV 
another prophecy declares i tfhcrt 
jhaliapmfi forth a rod out of Ah&fetit 
'{fgjfe x ' atida branch Jhall gimm?oiitvof ids 
«wA; aryl the fpirit of the: Lord \fwU Tre/i 
upon hittii the fpirit ofwifdom*and imdeh- 
Jfaydiffg, the fpkit of counfel md trdgbti tbt 
inc> l ^f^e attd\pktjt^^^ha f^ 
ftfc&ard,v - >t\ r *\q»v\ mV 

'JwVofc \A\ **<•• y:.r\'\v>. »:w%WV\ t»$\ 

:(? ^h$text*i have. npxt to produce* 
ftepis particularly addrefled to tbeir pre- 
O 3 judiced 
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Sermon judiced opinion of a temporal prilieedind 
. mighty conquerour. HeJhall dot cry, op 
more properly, Jhout, which' the original 
word pVS’ in this place 'figniflesj ahd' 
under it the (hout of war is alliiddd* te, 
nor lift up , nor caufe his voice to be heard 
in the Jlreets: a bruifed reed pad he hot 
break , nor quench the fmoaking flax ; but he 
flail bring forth judgment unto truth: he 
Jhall not be - crufhed , nor difcouraged, till he 
hath Jet judgment in the earth , and the Gen¬ 
tiles Jhall believe in his name. This 
prophecy is not only defcriptive of what 
the Mefliah fhould be, but declarative if 
what he fhould not be. It declaries that 
his appearance fhall not be in the chit- 
rafter of a warrior ; an invader of ter¬ 
ritories, to which he has no right, and a 
ftormer of peaceful cities : but that ffer 
inoffenfive fhould he appear, fo far ff&lii 
exertions of power, fo far from leading 
war and deftruftion in his train ; th& 
he fhould not even break a bruifed rfied^ 
fhould exercife no aft of. viofertcfe , 1 ff&f' 
carry defoliation rnfb the moft knpdiSlit 
hate; implied under the figure of extin- 

guifhing 
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gW^hitJg. the feeble light of an expiring Sermos 
lamp*, The objeft of achievement, to 
Which he was deftined, was not to ren¬ 
der, the Gentiles tributary to Jerufalem, 
bjut to bring the Gentiles into a common 
hope.in Jerufalem’s Meffiah ; to conci¬ 
liate a Belief in his name, a truft and 
confidence, in the divinity of his million. 

If we examine the 45th pfalm, which 
the Jewiffi doctors unanimoufly acknow¬ 
ledged to be prophetic of the Meffiah, 
jjotwitbftanding the figures of worldly 
Epajefiiy under which he is defcribed, it 
ie plainly declared that He (hall profper 
apd reign .because of his truth , and meek - 
nefS) and righteoujhefs ; that his throne 
Jhould be for ever and ever: and, as a 
charadteriftic of his kingdom, that the 
Jqtptre of it Jhould be a fceptre of righte- 
C^rsNESs. The 110th pfalm has the lan?ft 
general evidence of the learned Jews* 
ip ,gi[opf|pf its Reference tojbe: Me^aba 
He is .there rppr/efented, as an everipfting 
a torn?- fignificant of. his 
v -nl)ic:> 'i# ' ..?? ‘j u .Holinefs ^ 

■■2fid) 1. ,2 
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SeKMetf bolinufi t‘/Land fcerthed Hbyti Da\6d;o hit 
in^lr ^ ,6r ^'* ■■ • fhoaild' fifrat the ilgfob.Band 
of. God* there 1 to contempflatq tthq fiibju* 
gatibn of- his enemies ‘Jltolih this^fle* 
fetiptida comport with thoSchatluSbcrimf 
an earthly conqueror,? Andndo^biiclndt 
xiampott with that of a- heavetoly^did©* 
g^te- ? And as the nature of heaivertl^ 
Igreatuefs is indefcribable byaii ^earthly 
pen, it was natural to cloath it lmdef 
images of mortal glory. And/what 
Uaene of earthly glory equiafe thatoftek 
wjiphant power and coitquefti tfbe bifid 
JbaU fend the rod of thy Jhwigth out of ZidnF; 
rifle thou in the miff, of ibine •enemifsj i i $lfu 
bord at thy rigbt hand Jbali Jlrike tBrotogh 
hinge mibe day of Ms wrath r 'Mejkadfd 
the i plods with the dead bodies: He ;Jktfl 
vwwid tbe beads over many countries . -m? 

f?/j >1*; ,k» , ,7' JL 

bnjLefe usjiext examines theprdphecys'Of 
Nithan? j. the former part 6f which di$ 
fcei&ly points to Solomon iyhejhaJfhui/d 
heuji, MndlmUl efiabdjb^hk 1 fhtffit 
fotieber* -The prophet then, in the fpd. 

rit 
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rit ofbdhdjkatron, inftead of dwelling on Shrmom 
rapt with divine enthufiafm ^ 
acjthe prbfpefikprefentedtohis mind, di¬ 
rects his prediction to the endlefs dura¬ 
tion of that, kingdom tinder the Meffiah : 
declaring that God would be His father , 
agd\He'Jhadd.be.His fon: that He would 
fettle bm inhishoufe and in his kingdom for 
efter. > Good kings, and prophets, God 
fome times denominates his fervants. So 
was; Mofes filled, and David. But no 
one, except Chrifl, wa,s ever fliled in an 
efpecifll and particular manner His fon. 

Tfad term father, had it flood alone, 
jhlght perhaps have by fome been fup- 
£pfedto denote the tendemefs and affec- 
tx^n y which God promifed to fhew him : 
buf the antithetic term son difcovers a 
more marked and reflri£ted meaning. 

It was too diflinguifhing a title, to be 
COirferred qn a-mere human prince and 
governor., It was never, allied to either 
i e£v i 4he, chara£lers 1 .noticed above ' and 
C#uJtd with: touch lejfs propriety 'bd afcri- 
: an .inferioc onq, as r was Solo* 
m mon: 
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SeuMGtf mon : inferior in ; piefy, fw 

God, and concern for his people^ fyfqfes, 
was a prince and leader, apdjDavida^ 
king: both of them' delegated hyfGft^. 
for high purpofes, and both of ; theta 
prophets. Yet thus diftinguHhed,< they, 
were never ftiled the fons of God. Son- 
of god, was the referved appellation pf aj 
fuperipr character : but what charafSter 
could he fuperior to both thefe, but 
lbmethingfupra-human or divine ? That, 
other exprefiion, I will fettle him in mt 
house, feems to bear, an allufion totb,at 
particular holinefs of charader, which; 
flaould diftinguilh the Meffiah and 
which, in the preceding quotation* ,wt$ 
noted, by the office of an everlaftiqg- 
priefthood. 

Behold, faith Ifaiah, the prophet froua 
whom 1 have extraded moil of the pr^-j 
ceding quotations, and whole preffi?rj 
tions, though confefledly delivered fevqrt 
or eight hundred years before the jypn j 
pearance of Chrift, are more Kke a hUP* 

tory 
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toty Of his life, than a prophecy ; behold.’, 8 ****o>* 
a hi kg Jhdll reign in righteoufnefs, and 
prikces, that is princes under him, his 
rhinifters ■ Jball rule in judgment. Jere- 
rftlah in ftill ftronger colours charaCter- 
ifes the Meffiah : and this is his name, 
faith he, •whereby he Jhall be called, the 
Lord our righteousness. The Word 
is, Jehovah our righteoufnefs: He, in 
whofe exalted merits fhall be our righ¬ 
teoufnefs ; He, in whom we look for 
falvation : a falvation not placed in his 
eonquefb, in his military prowefs and 
exploits of valour, but in his righteouf- 
riefs, holinefs, equity, in all thofe virtues 
calculated to raife the mind, and fit it 
fhr univerfal blifs and endlefs happiriefs. 

And is this the character, deftined by 
a feries of martial exploits to obtain the 
fovereignty of the world ; and by Hi 3 
pTrOwefs hold that fubjeCt world in aWe ? 

Are thofe the m£ans calculated to eftab-' 
lifh' ah' univerfal monachy; and to crufh 
the vigorous' 'exertions of rival and con- 

tending 
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t^fil ^pftipn .itfetf ;., 
tighteoufnsfe,, , ; equity,, apd,., judgo^ftfe 
Wm t^e means, by, w^ich,,it ( eft^^^[ 
Vm ha narrow dorp^ipn ip u ^al^gg, 
#fc,thenpi .whether, they. di^, w ti,i»fa^ 
through bipod, through havpck,.and^ 
vacation, to that eftablhhment,; wbyioh 
theyeffe&ed, ,under their puiflapt J^p^nf 
yeo-faypured chiefs and princes,, JMpfeg, 
JiOjfhua, David, and others. The ©hjs$* 
&S ipapprtapt tpbje^,, we; acknowledge 
jnfHhe4; eyeFy ,ftep. they .took,: an 
q£, all that, can concern. nmkhyl*, jjjhq 
gteateftj: $he conferyatiou of the hnptffa 
Mge of ^Godij and, front, thenpe,$$o 
ijyed, a,ffnfe Of the. love we oweftHhgi 
of the (tqvprpnee with which we. ought 
tahreg^rdnH'nn, • ©f .the feryice we ,at© 

^-- s - 

'.-.M - ;jw -‘tfVN,.v„ • „,y>»v. tof, 

1( Jvetv,th^9Ei\difp^frionately Inarch fhek 
vferiptwres,, and \en^uvAu*wh^felHt 
fW do^Ofc^niiortn^^^ 

theiMefeahi.as founded, an# 
tmv confifting 
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C&fifHfij^ltfVigMebuiheff 1 vMSfeth^^ t^le)^ S*WiW# 
$^bhsirk£&i i «is ^ldr»y, ‘JH'StVifc fcp V1 *‘- 

e ft^^’tha^BF earihl^gratttfeiit-^te 
tyo^as 5 ^ 1 ^ this wdrlfa ’Ft? my 

that thofe, IMS 
flfeidld J leenV tiloft ! ihtereflie^ ih #1^ th^Jl 


pfbjjhets- had •declared; 'knd’^hbHCi J ' r dt& 
tfeght cdriceivfe' poffeffed’ of the'greateffl 
hafis I( t6^undetftand them i-' thafth6(^, : 
td^Wbom the glad tidings wdre : fi r rft feti*; 
flfottlld ftop their ears agaitiil theto. 1 f lhli 
giving fbmeth i ng t o prejudice,' atid hautli 
t^ ftlf-rnterefti for t h ey’h ad Trained 1 k& 
e#pe<5t’ prefenfhohdtir andadvaiithg^ W# 
riftyih forme meafui^i-dicedtk 
dfeihacy;•’ which ihtit ti^'tlieiV 7 hesk^ 
ag&iWft every irhpreffidri 4f tkith/- -Iftiid 
When we hear' theit '6Wh^ltfphet^ ts 
Words infphdd by ^Godi'hSnkelg^de^ 
daring; hear ye indeedfhik^urt&ifointyhtPi 
and fee ye indeed, hut perceive not: the 
hfi&i dpthu pkople h ftdi [ >aH&'thefrJars 
tedtyp vfhiit* thei*ny&\^til 

ftkttiffei mith -yheih - eyei; ‘ mfr hettfr Wtfc 
\hiir Mrtymd mdetfiatidlwfft thwib&iW} 
.grnfhlxicd cn d 
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Szt-Mot* and convert and.be healed; the ^efFefibifjs 
v explained; and their predicted..miflake 

of the Meffiah affords an additional tjur# 
gunaent to us, of the truth of Hi* tnjif* 
fion: which fo pointedly meetsv,th^!de* 
fqrjption of their prophets; anddwath 
the added particular of their own reject 
tipn of Him. . . >: t 

- ■ C J r 

From the preceding reflections 1 will 
offer only one fhort inference, the infe*» 
rerice of the great Apoftle to the Gb>r 
tiles, drawn from fimilar reafonirig;: 
wherefore if God [pared not the natural 
branches , take heed left He fpare not ibee. 
If the Jews, with eyes fo blinded, jipd 
hfprts , hardened againft the voice of 
truth,, victims to invincible obftinacy, 
and inveterate prejudices, experienced 
fu,ch a feries of evils, as in no other nati¬ 
onal inffance ever marked a devoted pen*-, 
pie: let us.profit by their example ; and 
not by a fimilar G©ndu& draw down upodi 
ourfelves fimilar, of greater, evils: let us 
not, through love of pleafure and diffi- 
. > pation. 
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patron, negleft to know and to under- Sermon 
ftkid the facred records of our religion; 
nor through*vanity, and the little catch- 
ings at admiration, by daring to do, what 
really wife, and truly good men, would 
not do, affe£t to treat them with fcorn. 

Let not the contemptuous air of irony 
and ridicule, nor any other motive what¬ 
ever, divert us from ftudying, and from 
profefling to ftudy thofe volumes; on 
which a Newton, a Locke, and a Boyle 
were not afliamed to employ their great 
abilities, and valuable time. If any 
learning be worth purfuing ; it is that, 
on which the interefts of another world 
depend. Search the feriptufes ; for in them 
are the words of eternal life. ‘ And the 
farther we fearch them, of this truth We 
fliall be the more convinced; and con¬ 
viction will add new incitement to our 
labours; and the more we ftudy, and 
the better we underftdnd, the more We 
finall learn to value, them. ’ ' ■ 


SER- 
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Matt. xxii. 42. 

What think ye of Chrift ? 

s viil k Under this general fubje&, the 
Uv<j queftions difcuffed in my laflS difcowrfe 
were, firft whether the general expedi¬ 
tion of a Meffiah was founded in renbn 
and truth: and fecondly, whether thafc 
Son of Promife, deftmed to vifk and re¬ 
deem Ifrael, was to be a mere mortal* 
an illuftnous prince and conquerourf or 
fomething greater ; of nature fupra-h li¬ 
man, and divine. And in this latter in- 
vcftigation I referred to the prophecies «ff 
the old Teftament; which the Jew* 
were found moft wretchedly to have 
mistaken, and mifreprefentfed : and, in, 

confequencQ 
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confequence of fuch mifinterpretations, Sermon 
to have rejected a faviour, and with filly , V 
expectation looked forward^ to a con¬ 
queror; <' Misjudging « nation i Was it 
for this, that Jehovah led you forth from 
the land of affliction ; and by a train of 
fplendid miracles conduCte^ you through 
the pathlefs fea, and wafte wildernefs, to 
your promifed inheritance ? Was it for 
this the light of prophecy flione forth ; 
beaming bleffings on mankind, and pro- 
claiming a new sera of happinefs to the 
world ? Had thofe prophecies no farther 
afpeCfc, than to conqueft and extended 
•dominion ; to private ambition and pub¬ 
lic injury ? - Wretched politicians! Or 
ye Would have known; a wariike prince, 
filch as your narrow prejudices figu¬ 
red your Mefliah, though conqueft like 
a Have feem chained to his triumphal 
car, is the greateft fcourge an oppreffed 
nation can experience. Did increafod 
extent of public territory ever produce 
an increafe of private happinefs: or is k 
not notoriously other wife ? Be that as it 
P may: 
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Sekmob mays the 

UO;other idea Oiffcbeir Mbflifth, ithfllflffest 
whichiworldiy fpiendo*,fnggpftcA; i jdfre 
ra»gP|Of greatnafs sod;jvtty6P t iv/ mu 

. . . .. v . . '-.v.>\ t .,j» I ,>e .aorfic- 

And there is a fed ofChri^iaM, ahh* 
that hold dodrioCs muchthe fwnftsi if 
indeed thofe are to be called Chfifthwi^ 
who regard Gburift with feared^ mor4 
reverence, than even the Mahometan 
themfelves ; who deny to him every 
cbauader of divinity, and eyeryj^dqgree 
of diftin&ioo, above Peter* James,,and 
the reft of his followers, except fb# 
iaaafteri«Bd difcipie. /‘hit is, gyi#n£ 
■•Jay they/ that the Jews therafebtfs 
‘‘ expeded nothing more tbam a vm& 
“ man for their Meftiah.” And .then 
is commonly. cited in proof of it this 
-prophecy of Mofe6 : ; a -prophet, frailly 
Lord your God raife up unto youifrnm 
.among . your brtthm, lUWPy^ra. 
And this likenefs they conclude to com* 
■Jift w dighity of chara&er, rank,: and na¬ 
ture : whereas the expreffion-allud^’ 

-i • , the 
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tfc0$fBtfe i ©nly'? h 'aml the trde and literal Sermon 
ttfcldftiftibn Of ifcHo original «y “ a ! pro- 
pbfet - not 1 like unto me, but as I am «< 

</**, one whO'ffi&U fuftain the prophetic 
office, as I do, Jhall the Lord God raife up 
ifrtibyGUi j}&M dmong your brethren. And 
if ihfteid of a loofe tranflitibn, the ori- 
ginal'had bete' confultod ; it Would 
have precluded inch ground of Socmiani 
t&tvlh >• 

\ - ‘Ij rj , i,,* s , ,/ . • . - . > 

t >t- W5thf regard to the general affertion, 
feat <•** the Jews fexpe&ed nothing mote 
•to fbih arnerernatvibr their Meffiah 
it 1 ‘lb‘Very readily acknowledged : and 
the) eOnclufioU .follows f * that as they 
Weffe charged by their Owri prophets, 

With having miftaken thd tctiptures ; 
hhd that charge was relieved 'Bgainft 
them by our Saviour $ -their Opinion^ 

^tto .proof of the 1 truth ofthe ; do<6b?ide 
ffity entertained, On the Other hafld, 

- hod o.i ohoibno© v^l: -irll ha A 

r,ff SoB^SefafUey arftke,'J*ftaei>ce '.o£iPbifofqphj!fir* 

■ i« ^-.w-dvr --- ' 

,HJ P * if 
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Sermon if it appear* fidth* the feriptuV&k “dither 
new Teftament, that ChrHVfis 
prefented as fomething more than mere 
man ; the contrary opi*Mdfc fj dfith^jfews* 
tends to confirm the apparent 1 dbQrfofe 
of the new Teftament, and to fulfill -tfe 
prophecies of the did. To 'this’iri^fti^ 
gation, then let us now proceed, f«UI<5 
enquire into the nature and ehatu&drof 
Mefliah the Chrift, as the fcripthre§4)F 
the new Teftament reprefent hifti i with 
one previous obfervation: which 11 its, 
that fome line is to be drawtt, aicC6rahi|’ 
to which we muft admit, or reject, figu¬ 
rative conftru&ions. Andtbe projierikile 
of admittance 1 conceive to b£, ‘Which 
the literal one implies a cbntradi&l&i \4 
reafon ; or to other clear, direct, ‘aftid 
pofitive texts of feripture. Fdf if^ki 
fancy prevails, figurative meanings J bfe 
arbitrarily aligned ; the doftrihes'bf the 
new Teftament could ndt 1 be cohiidC&H 
as a general rule of faith or pta&rC^? 
but tnuft be liable, as whimandim4gP 
■ v natiB$. 
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0 IIRI 


bfttipo If^^by-fvery fanciful reader to tie Sbrmon , 

4*te«re4 .w* 1 ? • ji • •.«•• *•• r 

'jwrn fii '.'l nom ;q>r.'!i-v:, .,; . ••< v>i • 

;// ^heijnathodj tprjoipofe in the feqttel 
$$ jjHnjfue* dsrjqfirfly to-en^uirewbatis 
tjhe igeoecal (oepe ?; and tenor,-which the 
fixtures iof the new Teiftatnent, on. the 
febje$; of our v p*efent inveftigation pur- 
jPprt fttidi propole: and fecotidly, to meet 
pbe objjpdlions to Chrift’s .pre-exiftenpe 
and.-divinity,, in the full - force, in which 
pertain invaders , of a rpyiygd fe£t have 
gffigfchtbei#,,, ; . 

, iV, ''ft. -*:•> ■: V-:-e; ■ r &)■'} r ■ 

alJt* i To beginiwith the birth of Chtjft* 

Which the .hiftorie$ : of the Evangplirts, 
hfotthew -and Luke, deplarerto hays[been 
h>n an ieminent manner fopernaturah: we 

find him introduced inta.theiworld withr 
qgt a human father.; -andi,therein,pb&r 
tapered with.a, plain mark of hidiyidaa- 
|}9tV which, difcriminates ;himt> from-ah 
ot her : men, and, places; him n ab9ve rtbe 
tanL;pf> human befogs. •tfhe, fftfcrGfa/l 
Jheftl oome upon thee , and the power of the 
P 3 highejl 
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,23© THE OROgjpi), ApW 
Swmou bighcJtJhaU Q^rfiafaw, 

*r~X> that hoJ y th ' m & •*!?/? 

Bpj^ef, not that hofy infant, chad, or fon; 
but that hflly thing, 

JhaJl be born, <tf thee , Jbaft fo'fflljfi'tbf. 
Son of God. Derived from ,a tjl$f 

divine, the, production mujffnec^ff^ify 
{partake of its divine origin ; 
accordingly called, that is, he 
a peculiar manner was, the Son of fyd 
Look through nature, and ohferve if 
have not as plain and powerful an argu¬ 
ment in fupport of this .doctrine, )( a$ 
analogy can. afford. \ The Jiy^ge^ 
John ahp, in, .his account of tfic ( pfigiti 
of Chri^, ,as, plainly as \yords 
pijtfs i meanipg# his divinity, 

^lifo ^ pre-exiftence : declaring t^jhe 
Go^in the beginning ; th^J 
by .Ivs^inflrnmeptality all things J'^e 
made. This could not be affirmed of 
„ a: anejTOi man,aad ; thafc,this piooemmm 

oTSri* John’s Gofpel didrefers® thrift, 

, v?i7>:t"' ;k > v o 1 LoinnH 


ft rid | 


'n L'n# 4 , 


, Google 
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€ 

l- _ f - v _ . 

it'Would’ fead the too fer from my prefent Sermon 
fftftje& ^d go about to proved* 

^'Agrefeatiie to fuch divineorigm is the 
next account We have of him, when the 
rfdly Ghoft in' a bodily ft]rm descended 
<wi him; ‘and a vbite from Heaven pro¬ 
nounced him to be the beloved Son of 
God. 1 And uniformly and confidently 
With the coeleftial declaration, when 
there is occafion to fpetify his nature^ 

«hd teftify who he really >05, hei both 
ftlles himlelf, ‘ and is acknowledged by 
mm&pks as, 1 t he Son of : God. The 
Rendition addreffed to the Ethiopian 
efihuch, previous to hik baptifirt, f 
if ihdti believejiy His anfivet edifices the 
exteht of the implied tjudftlon lbelieve 
that Jefus is the Son df Gdd. f Adlim it 

is true was‘ alfo filled the Son of God: 

10 L'U> . y.'^d 

Ste J “ Ft£e Elttniaation of-the Sociaian Ejdpafltioa 
5'W fhf pKf(M^ry, ireffet of. Si. 

Printed for W. Flexney, 

f See Sermon I. 

P 4 becaufc 
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Sbbmoh becanfc God-washis iroa^iamiauthoito 
\jr- y -ii t Bvit,Chrift,i itotwkhftandingiAdaito’sipBririb 
ority in the flefli, is (filed iwdj&fbiwxgm 
A diftia&ion this not without aidi^erenne^u 
and the difference is plain s Adorns drasA 
Created by God, a mere blumaai creattire^A 
and, being produced without father jdn? 
mother, was therefore (filed in thb^getae-^ 
alogical account of Chrift, the’Stor af^ 
God. But the difference of Ch rifles. v 
procedure from God, is marked by chdt 
ftrong term. Tenor, begotten : a- tprml> 
plainly expreffive of a communicaticairof’ 
nature. . ’ .i /v * 

• v';hie‘/ 1 ‘ 

In the account of the tranfilftiotii at' 
the wedding at Cana, there isio thd 
anfwer of bur Lord to his mother feme-” 
thing Very declarative of a fuperkwrity* 
of nature, above what appearances knight' 
challenge. Woman , not mother ^sxoObai' 
concern 'have you •with me ? -‘Whatinffu-^ 
ence do you claim over'me 1 : to vrhatddT 
pendence on you am I fubjeft h1 Add/ 
much to the fame jiurpofe we findiiint 
f continually 
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coittila^lly : »ii®p»€ffing himfelf,’ on' any Sermok 
ckimpsofeb/thly kindted,' When, argu-< . m r m ^ 
ing-witfr the > doXors in > dheH fyhagogue, 
itowasnCoJd; him! 3 that his mother and 
brMhremJFodd without, dejirmg to /peak with 
himj ihe anfweredj who is my mother \ and 
who are my brethren ? And firttching fortb 
hishands tohischfciples, he faid ; behold 
try mother, and my. brethren l The paf* 
fage, conneXed with other reflexions, 
that had at different times occafionally 
dropped from him, may infome fuch 
terms as the following fee paraphr&fecL 
“ Whatever appearances may fpeak met 
“ earthly connexions have I none. I 
*Vram a ftranger in this world 1; without 
“aft home, or refidence in it, where I 
“ may lay my head ; without one na*. 

4 V itwal relative* to engageoftieywith^the 
‘^fltfiiwler tie of afieXion ; without 
“ Other buhnefs here* thaft that which 
“ ilireceiv^d'in eommiffion from above*’- 
Thlusjifllfo on his mother’s expoflulation • 
^itb\him'oti another occafion-; thy,\fa~ 
thtr.aftdl have fought thee farrowing :. his 
t -ylJ( i iri'.ni. anfwer 
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*34 THY 

Skrmow anfwer is fimilar and uniform! 1 t$yy is 
VIII. • . A , 'W v'w 

//, that ye fought mef. And then, in¬ 
directly declaring Jofeph not ^ohe iiis 1 
r - k . ,j , laiTlfit 

father, he adds ; have ye not known , are 

t ‘i.t r 


ye yet to learn, that I mujt be a&QUtv3t 
father *j bufinefs: that I am now a'Cnng 

• r t. 'J.' ' V.'7/irlt 3y?SJ 

in my proper lphere, that I am now 
about my real father’s bufinefs^ that I’ 


mud be employed as I am ? 


A 

No mere man, no prophet ever'a#-* 
fumed the power of forgiving fills { thfc 
forgivenefe of fins was univerfally 1 
to be the prerogative of Godalone; ah4t 
therefore when our Lord exerciftd ffcatti 
authority, the Scribes we find accttfipjg* 
him of blafphemy.* Hence then*? 
follows, that arrogating to hrmfel£' ( & 7 
power, which did not belong to'mah^’ 
he either affumed a greater authority 
than he had a right to exercifef 
he was fupra-human, and therefore took 
upon him no higher power than! tfcftat 
ftriCtly belonged to him, .cj-xnib 


Matt. ix. 3 « 






When 
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W^en it is fai4,; Matt,, xj,, ay. that Shr^v 


no 


knoweth the father , except the fan :, 

.*m .iwTj I'M'-. ./■ v 4 i y -y .v /'> • 

it.is very Cjlear,, that; the nature of thq 

fatr ier is inten^ecl. And ia thg fam# 
verfe when x if js .declared, that no pqe> 
knavtfth theJon, tyut the father ; A the qqi*» 
text fhews. that the nature alfo of the Jon 

7 j(.y> rj't • * J '■ ' 7 * .‘O v r *. 

i| alluded to. For as to his office, many 
knew him to be the Meffiah ; and ac¬ 
knowledged him as fuch. But the 
kqowiedge,h.ere implied, appears to be 
ofri a very different) and fuperior kind t a 
knowledge delivered immediately by thei 
father, i a knowledge, i which man > did 
notjpdJ5efs, for fcveol hia.difeiples do not- 
agpiwri to have, been eompleatly * >ac." 
fainted with it, tili a&er hisj redfurcch 
tiptiji))?yen the knowledge ?o£thisvefcdfe 
nab; power and godhead. AU^ 'thingsyar»\ 
dfiyered to mthof my father :! > and no matt} 
kpfflaeth the fan, hut the father. Iu>j1nr.dr 


aloojt 


! ci»W -ill 


?fi Afjer OiUr Lord, had fiienced /the: Sod^r 
ducees, on the fybje&of; a <re6jetieS4dti'h 
the Pharifees we are told entered into 

. - ' - H 

controverfy 


co/J 


7 I 
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Sgn won -iontrovefrfy j with. him ^iitdtowhbnA He 
^ propdfeBthequeftibn irifmy text.i;/,cEhey 
ih reply return edftim thfci ttfifal-arifeyei-e 
on which he’prefied 'thera>vwilhd)the 
prophetic declaration df//David,} J/fe 
Lord fold unto my Lardy Jit thmgnuihy 
right • hand, until I make thy foes tfayifoat? 
Jlool. And he then argues oriithe jfoawifc 
with fuch force; that if hie didrnot de¬ 
left the coiivi&ion of bis heactr$,,^j« 
at leaft left, them without the power bf 
reply* We might rilk the iffue of the 
prefent controverfy on this fingle;paC* 
lage: fo decifive is it in pointj .rTJab 
Icopfe of; it appears tod plain to be riiifr 
taken : I will therefore only enlarge^eui 
thje words, and leave it to the hi oft! dq-* 
tenhiiied< opponent of Chriftr’s diviriity* > 
to fihd a different meaning. , oj ba 

diQpr. .Lord’s general queftiqn pjyas^ 
**, what, ; think ye of tfo^Mf%.bf??lW 
“rWs bon64er„him, .anf^fer t^jPJha^j 
“ <fap, -a^anilluftriou^iprince dqfcgpjle^ 

, fropii that glorious siting of; ijjpefcjgtos 
‘VyidvV— 

“ And 
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Andrinothing mote,; irejoinsiourdiord, -Sfflmiwit 
■^dflian-imi great mad,. ;anii:illttftiiiQHS . 
■*l^piifK:ti^-H-Therrep3y. is^ > fAno.vi <; “ If 
^flithdtr/were .'the 1 .dafe-i then, faith our 

Lofal^-I with what. prdpriotiy rtrpu^l 
tbaevgjpeat and glorious monarch ,n thfe 
gpeataffc that .-ever filled the .throne o©f 
Hfcael^ iri the fpirit.of prophecy' declaim 
b£> him r deokreof any mere htimanbe* 
irtig, howerer exalted in rank, or blazon* 
ed with vidfcortesj' that he was His 
ttiOu’d : and; Ithat Jehovah Would feat 
‘*; bitti: ; on his right hand ?’’Confides 
tWeT juft degree of profoundi reverend 
With which i the; Jews; concern plated' Je4 
hsovah j Whofe adorable 1 perfections > ho 
eplthit will -fuit; whofe name!, 1 except 
otmhe molt fblCmnt occafbnsy cthey 1 fbar»i 
ed to pronouncej and never: ? heard; it- 
without a reverential bow: and the force 
of f; <ftir U6td*s argument applies ‘With 
irretiftible 1 pk/wer \ id defnehftt^tiiig 1 that' 
ttft^^efflih irruft -be- nature 1 ^peftof 
tfe y *DaVid^ fhihfeihing : more (: J th anr c rhAn. 

Ah*? iJP*W$ Be atffced - Whkt 1 hfi&ft 1 this ' 

guinent 

bn A " 
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Tj^felibtrW' an fcf&hilft Si 

•gumOMifeadW his Hoto* r»itfd3“> 

effed fea4 u fuOhy as , tt<ftft t 'ifwift r £V& ptaa 
duce on minds which obfthiacy had 
feared with 1 'impehetrabi0§eSHS4it^^he 
forced afierit of filervce. 1 1 7hif 1 
able to arfwer Hint : they i Cdirid xiO^WhW 
his arguments ; n6r, without givft^ 
their prejudices, and retradin^ thetfffe¥} 
roneous opinions concerning the mfdtii 
of the Meffiah, could they admit 
force of them: they therefofe made%itft 
ft© reply. Nor durfi my ntdn fMtn' ftfii 
day forth aft him ary more queJluM-. 1 5f i 

’ '['■n ' % n,U'Hi % 1 »(i • • ‘.JpV/ odv/ 

“• "Of ‘that dtty, mdvthai hmity $6 

Mark* httfraJHih no man y no y ' nbfih^Wh 
ph which an in heaven, neifluei tft&ftfr, 
but the TXtt&Eit. Though” we m4y v hdfe 
f^fbme td' ground a dodrine oh vteftSl 
eoft&ru&ioti' it may b‘0 altedgOd^ f £ 
d¥cttmftartt?ial evidence 1 of the! tr&thfepft| 
When^rOundedcrti a firmer fouiid£tffejft T * 
aW<l as fuch Ifubmit to corifidefatimitKfe 
jSmcedrngchraax; wHidh rfeptefefits tft& 
ifereOfCftHft, ftOt'Ottly as iRftiflft!f&ttii 
;oa)'. and 
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anjd fupsriftr to that of mere man, hut 
above the angelic nature itfelf. 

^The Evangelifts Matthew and Luke 
mention the rircumftance, of John ha¬ 
ving font; two of his difciples to enquire 
of. Jefus; whether he were that great 
prophet, John had been taught to ex¬ 
pert, or not# Our Lord in anfwer re¬ 
fers them to his.works; leaving their 
mafter from them to form his judg¬ 
ment of him. When they were gone, 
he very naturally addreffed to thqfe, 
who were about him, lome reflections 
OP tho character of John: which He re- 
Pfefented to have been fb high,t that 
among thofe who wire, bom of woman 
fare, was not a greater prophet-than he, 
nChen with alhiflon to his^ownnature* 
rank, and dignity, which the que&ioa 
aflced, by John’s Difciples very,. aptly in¬ 
troduced, he added ; but he t that is leaf 
is# fa, kingdom of heaven t is greater fan 
he; in the kingdom of heaven, in that 
kingdom, where ] previous to my exift- 

ence 
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isiueN ence here on earth I-• enjoyed -.-gbey 
with- my father, who i& in hcaim*: 
great prophet as be is; of eeude -he 
is very interior to me.- tn fijppatt of 
-this expofition I will only add, thoMshe 
; common globes on the pabage give-no 
pertinency to the laft claufe;; nor \do 
-they obviate an apparent falfity in the 
claufe preceding: for if Chrift had.-aot 
confidered himtelf, of a nature and d^- 
■nity fuperior to that of a mereprOphit, 
he. muft at lead: have excepted, bimfcif 
.as a much greater prophet than John.; 

,, , ... 

- If from the. evangelical hiftoriesvnf 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we proceed 
to that of John ; the fcope and tend! of 
his gofpel we fhall find ftill more clearly 
declarative of the divinity and pre*exl& 
ence of Chrift. To inculcate that doc¬ 
trine, appears to have been the pahidttfaf* 
defign of it. The, prefatory verfes of 
that gofpel, as hath been already intfifttfl- 
ted, are full in point; and feem to have 
been directly levelled at the. opppfite 

error. 
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error. h the beginning was ike word, Sermon 
tend ike word was with God , and the 
Word was God* And, as if to enforce 
a do&rsne iliat bad by fome been ques¬ 
tioned, he Treats it: «uro?, this very 
word, was m the beginning with God. 

Jill' things were made by him, and with¬ 
out him was not any thing made , that was 
made. Jhtd the word was made jlejh, and 
dwelt among us. And this do£trine, adds 
the Evangelift, was confirmed by John 
tbe' Baptift; who allowed him prefer¬ 
ence ift honour, in consequence of fuch 
his priority of exigence : He was prefer¬ 
red above me, for he was before me. 

: , Ifo man hath afcended* up' to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which was in heaven. For 
the expofition of this verfe, obferve the 
context: for fcripture is beft explained 
by fcripture. Verily, verify , faith our 
Lord, we /peak that we do know, and tef- 

John iii, 

Q«_ > ; fy 
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f #» tkaU'we.frm fw hm'k&Whi 

y-y-w 'witpefs, If, I,have r , totf,yafozMr*$fa\ 
thivgt* ’MW* not 
MW** if 1 tek.you tfj^enfc , 

«W*' evcf ascended up % j^eayen* 
tbt$* received, in, aix eiU^rgpd\ 
cortipi unkaCioa .qf divide Ak^qw^dge^ 
except him who came down from hea¬ 
ven, V) whom, alone: tIwt ;r kaqwWfcgw 
was ccHpnQVmicatjed,, even hdrq,>wb9vbf?4\ 
b$ firftexifiencein heaven,*-, 
of ^this, paflage -caonorbe better .a/cer*^ 
.than, by, tbe figfla^sus ^bf)^#E4d 
by. ^Qfinuft- tP e^Je,it:; j 

c h# to fuvq ta^en abjfflaw^ofe^rx 
ve P bis baptiiia) y and aftepy^H^hi 
b^Pjietyrnpi^ tjo the «ar£h,;aod ctVi^redo'i 
upq^ bisrnufijtftry. ^naib'xio 


-Sv. yr/^) 'p ;■ i f ngrl^b 

in <J bea woj^s 

ac^v^dgmqntqf Chr^%^^: b 


!g lL • :v "'' 1 '- 'ji' : t' diW -Jib rfciw'Bo 

O m tv Tw^pai/w. The participle prefent here. 

^ *j‘y . --T’* ;\' : -ir r r* ( * .1 ,-■ > -11 tp^^arrirvo 

as m Various other paflages, has tne fignification or an 

imjb'tSa®.- v, .’••• . •?:? ,b -O "to iliv/ 
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ieX^lSharion of the term he 
h' 4 ^ v ^adcViif& ofj by th!b Wotd bimM 


Si 

V 


JH^^dbave,' he 1 fnftrutts His hearersj 
tbit- he- meandd heaven. He, that someth 


pm ASotie all : he, that is of fife 

edpih, ^ ft’ edrthfy^ and 'Jpeaketh of the earth ,* 1 
He^fhdiismeth front hejttoeni is above dll. 

,• if* • ;,,.* .-••• • OC •. ”•.■■ 1 • ) "•• 


this declaration of our Lord, 
frtame down from heaven, not to do mine 
oUtni will, but the will of Hitrt that fent 
«rfr ! ; he plainly affiimes the doctrine of 
hfe Having defcfettded from HeaVbh,’as ai j 
tifefthjitb which that ftdl afietft, he Sad ^ 
rCpe^tedty demanded, he ftrpjb'ofed ‘WSfi ' 
irf^H^itly paid : and dectdrels Ms mbtiih* 
fot -ftfch an huAiiliatioh fo Have beeti 
obedience to his father's" will 1 ; and hid 


defign, a full determination in every arti¬ 
cle ‘to- - p6ffue ih And in a fetor veM^s 
difltftit diftingvnflting himfelf, by the ; 
particular communicatiort he had enjoy- • 
ed with the father in , heaven, as alone 
cb^petent to know and teach ,tbo r ,pet 7 ; 
fett will of God, he adds; it is indeed, 
r< l Qjt written 
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Sermon Wiittm in the prophets , tjip^pfl^p)ppl z Jppll 
b * taugty. 'of ’Gad: not, th^np^^t^ 
' w feenjhe father, .fave, he whiffy is^f A ^of P(i 
he - hath fen the .father h \is t \^^ 
mately acquainted .with the.natu^ap^ 
offence of God, he alone esaftly jfcpoftfo 
hjs will, and deep . defigns, 
cpunfels, fecret, and unfathonpablp by n 
the human mind. ; .. ' 


• This.do&rine of Chrift’s.diyine^qpT^ 
tureand pre-exiftent ftate appeaifS, t$ 5 
have given: offence to fame pf his.fo^G^-q 
er$: which however, \ye find him, ypry^ 
far from, retptfdng, or,explaining 
Qn the contrary, with.au indiguanp 
proof he, adds* , does , this offenf 
And tfien perfeveringly maintaining fhf rr , 
dqftrine,, he had clearly afferte^ Jpfay 
fof.etels his future afpenfion t fo 
mapfions, he had foimjSfrty lpftj: ancl^ 
a%3 them, if ,fuch an appeal ip^ey:^ 


feqfesiwou^d fetisfy their, doqbts y n if>lfisffo 
anf if y.e jhftll fee the $on <f m#i (fcet$^ 
up f ;wtere ’,heMv Mfore? ., a:oo aVBf | 
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^^s'lfahe^ofity of nature, ’in a chapter Sermon 
o^'tvvB^^bnoWing, is in terms the moft ^yry'j 
u^£q\iiVbpaIagain aflerted : ye are from 
bedeihh, 'I am from abbve ; ye are of this 
nJUdrld; Trim'not of this' world: and (as the 
chfriri 'of / fublequent realoning fupplies) 
if ydti will not believe this account of 
rrfyfelf, which 1 have fo expreflly and. 
repeatedly declared ; ye fall die in your 
fns. 'Then faid they unto him , who art 
thdii ? Jl To which q'ueftion, expreflive'of 
the mbit invincible obftinacy on their 
paftj'lieriiade them no other reply than, 
thb y very fame, that 1 faid unto you from the 
befiMikgy that 1’ have conftantly and urii- ’ 
formfy declared’ myfelf; the Son of 
God^ that came down from KeaVeh to do ^ 
m)f father’s will, and redeem you ’from' 
ydd r litis: which great truth ye will not 
believe, arid muft therefore die in yotir’’ 
fik" Thi ! s palfdge 'evidently declared 
thiPfeafonf why they c fhould u d\h' hi'," 
th^^fins; *’beckuffe they did riof‘■Relieve; 
hftr-'to Vfcf the^ Son of ' God,' aricf-'tT’ 
have come down "ftbriiheayen, to' do his r ’' 

0^3 father’s 
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tfreifj 9fr ^at 

Wtjcle \yas a.fip y 

4h«y W?ce fp: urg^ly ,&&&- 
Jieve, wa? a vutb. •: v ;\_ \ ,fbl 

* ; | 1 . ' , ,\ >■- v.\\ 3 Uu Wta** U\U 

; Towards the cjofe of ifo fqj^phflp- 
ter, we fjnd fhe famedpftmi£qigflft ( j|i- 
fifod on J . and inteifrpp fp.^prsfo tfcpt 
his heayers, though ,*hey L wfpvdd Jf (?|ot 
believe him, appear by ^r ^e^fp- 
ceedings, IP;.have p§ife&ly 1( t|94ej$p9d 
hip meaning:, for i«tf#gd> <&, thftff :l %W n 
ojf diviphy,,,which htf Wffeffidtoi&y 
,ft°k'Up MWxfatfiftMl ^>«TbIiThe 3 rftf- 
i feuhye decl^rahon,Wi^ a,d)^ afiptfifrn 

iflfl bip.pfPiepifteRP« •M or ^.Akmkm< 

*■•&<£*&)'» vino*/ .)-■• ;•■>-, $n o) , 2 jIqro 
6 : t>d oi bo-ifii:,J. ,/bjubr, vtiakoil 

brnlft ^.WYerfatiop. wifi^hiitagfes, 

4vih e of. which/ pypft.tc^ly^re 

them for^4epa#ufe,^ 

under their lofs, he tells them that in. 

this world he conned,not his origin, nor 

\vas the condition he had here affymed 

ft'xv V * 4 O his 

v 
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L1 1$& tf%¥^nd r, pi‘{jpei' ftitibn- \ l ‘jttdth^in- S imt* 
?/ ¥&n6Vi!t?^ felic^’fe 1 W^i^only r febi^'‘ 
^eamappfh 6 fi**i(? f gl 6 ty, 

-*fhRfc ^Wfiflln^feaK^ he' had ib M&y 
left. I came forth from 'the Pdf he?,* find 
am come into the world: again , I leave 
‘ <: ihf hvor i ldi iAd fo to the father. *' ' The 
'^Lhtltfifefes eviiiEe the literal meaftfhg 
il cfe the above paffage beyond "a doubt. 

‘■'The? Worfd he was going to leave, was 
( thfe Htery tame world into which he ; a 
* ; Htdebefore had come ; ‘arid the world, 

“Sf'ftafe' of dxiftence, with the father, 

■i^ko Whith he was going to feftiove, was 
^fhe vfdrld, of ftatd of exigence With the 
n ftthef, which, when he came tb ^lfit 
/tWsworld, he had left. f ' This th^Dif- 
ciples, to whom the words werW par- 
ticularly addrefled, underftood to be fo 
* Ol^tr ahd ; ihtefligib!e ; ! that ’ they itilme- 
•’Tdi^ttdy ’c&fervedy••&,’■ noto fptaltkfl 'thou 
xf&hfyfMi fteateji th farableV' ^di 
fiDub rrr.vt ilht : ! l /i •’ iirjrlJ ubmr 
"Ton ,i'iyji'ij bn*»w tub 

bo'mch.s ;•/•;».•? £>«;.? v’ • otpjr.vn ; i ** 

i( ‘ Q^4 I will 
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S*RMOSf 

VIII, 


I;will dole.tlii&general wKaaaMiatnbflaa® 
the hiftories of our. Lord's Jofeflwk-b^ 
paffage in that remarkable prayer, im¬ 
mediately preceding his ; 

which throughout fpeaks the 1 hiekrfeStmd 
mind, and defign, and intereftofaiKifi- 1 
habitant of another world; a' ■ Grainger 
and fojourner here. And 1 ttoib, iO 
ther , glorify thou the with thine ^ bwH 
felf, with the glory which' I had $hffh 
thee before the world was, Thefe #'d#8§ 
plainly declare his pre-exiftefrce; aft& 
pre-exiftence -alfo in a ft ate of 
with the avowed confcioufnefS^f ^h^ 
glories of that his pre-exiftent coridit&tf. 
And sis the generality of reader^, ‘ I ^ill 
fay farther from the perfpicuity of-'thfe 
paffage, every impartial and unprejudiced 
reader* mu ft fo underftand the import 
of s the words : it follows, either thrift 
the declaration is calculated to deceit 
oh that it'is absolutely true-; either fhtft 
Jefps arrogated m it -a degree o( 
eminence, to which he had no claim, or 

, -i • that 
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«F)TIKB<C«jdSTllAU^iRJJltfGlOW.' 

rimih ! IrtB: i waa >ofi a aiatuse.iuptia-humin, 
prel-BJiifteM, and*divine. , •>- 

-nu r ij »■ ' i* ! ‘ '" 'I 

„ , Aft??, he was pnaftaulh 

jy^n^uflihtfmly. poached by his apoGr 
fupeirtosi being j.inert a .fcpfr? 
rat^d f<9sul' in hades, nor a drowfyfoul 
flgepiqng away a\lpng period ofexiftenee 
in-the gfave : but as enjoying glory 
with Gad, that ftate of glory he ha4 
a^np^d h? ha v P enjoyed .with Him her 
fpije his hujqaiUatiPrt on: partbk JAnd; thf 
agpftle Paul„ jft his Epafl-k mrthe.Colp^ 

^Sj.^Qt^nm.^^aihPftlaJlg^Sge ,<?PUr 

, the j dp^ine -$>f t hi a pmieKiUence# 
fp4 in J.hafc 1 of < bi& >\$r 

Q] pn^n^hty in the cteatioft of the rworid 
tfge, m ywtfity tlwg&matM* 
in x hWven, y and' lk?h M* <fl» tyfihlc 

and, iqyj$le> t whMW ‘they fat.ibranhs, or 
dorphyons,, or^ tf-faipplitie^ L fin j 6U 

\bj?gs were crated ,| through him\ and fa 
hiffl, * , And ! the, rather qite. ;this .paf 

)t) ., rill ,. i ^ l b-.u >.••'. 

* Col. i. 16. and 17, 

%e. 


Digitized by v^rOOQle 



**|o ofctrtw* 

Stfcw&W AgOf a& it? ferhlS a kftid r of' ^rtltefenf; 
explaining, and a ftallSr af¬ 

fection in St. John’s Gofpel in its pri¬ 
mary and literal accfcp^tbfei tffcfhings 
« were made by himand l&ilhcikt tilth 4£tis 
mi any thing made that' was ima&efr sn o* 

hr • • •••'V !;'■'■■ • •' !• ■. • 3?.'Tf£q 

On thefe words of the Evangellrt' 5b- 
clntis remarks, that “ the worthy// 
** things, are not to be admitted^feSfo 
general a ftnfe as is com mistily #U|>- 
' ‘‘ polfed, denot in g the origi naf ^ftoat&n 
of* the world/’—- “ They aft ’HhtPlo 
"*‘<t»e'tiken, * conthifles ihfir 

■'**<palmary fenfe, as if ^eftrable^to^e 
material world ; but are tx» be%j^p!i6d 
c**' Vo the publication and t$peptidh u,; bf 
1^‘jthi gol^elias if John had fMd? fill 
tfctfeffp&itUal and div$nd trMifa<fW®@s, 
’"■fo which kfofeen among ill itt thgfWOflS, 
v*» are derived from no other foutde^lfen 
“ the phsaihkig 1 ofthegof^ <: &fS 

i.-f;>. 1 nr ?■ * j. 3 ;t:sr.^g >riT 

y^r*»i ’v 1 ? •*. • .,m. .qr.b orb }c 

fjrt^vr:-'- « Chrift; 
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, j!,M;isn^^ce hy, ^^iin-.SssMiw 

-Ik bn? ^mniilqxe, 

-nq eli ni foqloO e'n">'<]_ -tS n; noil-nr 

i^nSFteM; was* 8 . 

rt& ttfep i? » i^&iyasvitvJts 

forced* 

pafiage cited from St. Paul demonftrates. 

,Jt dqth- moft clearly afcertain the literal 
|of the paffage in? the E.vaa« 
gelift* and enforce the truth of it: eyinc- 
^Ug jthat the words could notibe ufed in 
.jjtfcu iigututive.fonfe, Socinqs hathaffoted 
0 $o,;th e Gr» < tfot! referred to moral habits, 

,j&^4 Spiritual improvements, Things' ** 

; as m eartb^imifikk* as 
w,yifikk\ wfattw*. tfoty bi tbrwt&> do* 
\ ( pti$WM*;pvincipdit 'm, > or ,[jtaGPfflty refor to 
lift ay&t eKteufivq creation than that of - 
jqenr moral habits* a reformat*** of 
,t!P$Qf}«;rSt in this world j and difprove the 
nidfn M raftri&ipn to this world, or any 
.|hipg fofely eonae&ed with it. 

. The general fcope. and uniform tenor 
of the feriptures of the new Tfeftament, 
jhnj> * refpefting 
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tjbe. <aaoa» jy. Amy vttbmwSiW 


&■**»•«»■ reljbc&ing l ifob do&riwelfcf. f €h*iftVdi4{l:- 
■tj-*, ’_■ “tty and pre+exiftencey hWfefg'thy^^^ 
deavoured to evince:; I ptml&d'li&WaS' 
proposed in the lccond place, to obviate 
Ibroe.objcfikions, that' byrbe$aifc3f$4&rs 
ot the .preieutiday have been radv^heid* 
agaioftiit. -.i .. 1 i ^ . ,vl -ij? won* 

II. One obje&ion to this do&rihe' is ! 
founded on ;the appellative irtab*,' 
ihme .paiflages of the new Teftarfieift ap 1 
pliedito!our Lord; as in A&s’ii. 12 . 

Jw "of Nazareth, a man: approved-of $a|h 
admg you: .and againy/ft hath tappotM^ 
a day, in the.wbiebhe will judge thfWbrid* 
by tba$s 'man, i.wbom He: hath wdaitkd^ 
Adts,, xtvii. ;^it -And) to thefe paflages^ 
froraiithiei Epiftte' of>Paul to’ Titn^tfetyyfl^ 
will, \add >anblher ; , there is one tnedidtor 3 
b&twtetd G6d. And man, the mm Chrijl J$d'\ 
/tax jte®asking on > this laft .paflTageythat<i 
thei idea of xa ifiere; mnnxheihgtdelegtit©d>d 
tothehigfa aiid 1 importantoffiee of 1 ni#Ju2 
diafturi t between r A (Sodu-and > inartv, 'thtwfey^ 
bettfeen G6d{and/himfelfyisiefs agrtstdv. 

'-‘•’■"I- able 


Digitized by t^ooQle 



p$' ft8$ .PttRIST.IANj RBLPGICMfl. 2j$ 

al?i$i to j reafon,, than the, dd&rine of a Skxmon> 
fup^ripr apddivine exiftenee, by inhe- 
ri^pcs fo, claiming, orfoordaioed. i. 

-*1-| r { | , ',Ci ■ O Si •. <{ % 

■Befpe&ing the general application oft 
the .denominative * maw to Chrift^ we> 
know that the Evangelift John feys, fcftM 
was made , or became, man: and as fuch, 
he is in: feripture - frequently ftiied maJn. 

But who is he, that St. John declares: 
was made, or became, this individual* 
man ? Even that Divine Beings that ex*) 
ifted with the father from the'begin-A 
mng. Acknowledging therefore witfar 
the Evangelift, that he was man y why*> 
are we not to believe the fame Evangelift, ; 
who in fubfeqdent words afturasus,.he^ 
was, prior to fuch ftate of' humiliation^ 1 
exiftent with the father ? Heiwtat wAiku 
' Jle/b\' and how is he, who^hdthfhriraetfl^ 
hig divinity in dhe veil of .<manhood, ttd\ 
bOntherwife denominated, than as rabnil 1 
Such humiliatiooi of himfblf, whilodi^' 
fnioned in the.form add* figure "ofra: man, ^ 
whatever ;degreo' of/i divinity*>he) might? ’ 

under 
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Saumf hfiStSie- HW^ 

. torital dttaih ‘ehi^addrife^Mk^'W |kftKP 
Tiros,.Getu <8. the three iaag^ls, f dne>0!F' 
whom; is Ailed the Lorft, %hhtlfc 'tfeftaa^n 
mediate md&nger w 3r>g«laf 'tar'lLS#^ 
appearing in the ftrtm ai#t 
men,- a*e Ailed -riled. Andi'kkedkxfh 
chapter, of the angels.tfoat in'o^'hjWs 
krased {hape-i of men yifitod' Lotf it : is' ' f 
Had ; and the men put forth theih hatidfj^ 
and puffed Lot htto the mufetothempdkd-''* 
Jbu$. the doer, Gen .32. AmattU f*dd\o&- 
havewrfe&Jed-with Jacob i -yettlfet kafcT 
wedearn was no other, than thfc‘ah£elh$T' 
the Lord* . For faeoi^ called the- natdd 
that finc?J*emel\ becaufe I^hadtkiir^feeU^ 
God face to face. 1 >o eavenq 

Arfeooridl objection tothis db&friab & 
urged in: teems tothe following purpi#t/ ; & 
“ ilfi* divine .’beiiigj 4 in ‘«hekJftthle£ 0 dff :n 
“ -Ghrifiv' ihad really, aiunfratetbs Mhkak nfi 
‘ ‘ tody i? .* iti tnuft have appeaifeeMh Vj8te*l 

“ <o»cfe df his ihiflotyj that foeh bn « 0 *biu 

“ {traofdkary oieafute Was hecetfa^ J * S[! 

Now 
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m 

h Matty jfcc flo^tlie Oe<??tfTky«f the < Smiwcar 
coftf^ueB€e »ftfe^e<l> If the; faflf really ; V1IL r 
6y : ;Iveonolude it- ekpediefil awlT 
ne#$Vy, k flroufd be jfo .s without v 
fee&sg yfueh ReOeJfiity-; m terfijs afferted. -, 
Hpwevsr'ic; happiens, fof tbie faftr*?6»Ebio«*c- 
oftbe object 5 thatjtheb neceffity is*., 
ahfelutely 4 eofe,ifed : 1 tfymjghr’he^has bem! 
i'ojUhfortiwtate, a$to overlook the d4cla*- : ; 
ratiom Him Gwt raifed up, having hoJkcTi 
th* fainsof death, becaujt it was not paffifik' \ 
hfr jhmld be holden of it. A£ts ii. 2$i\ 

But if mere man, why not poffible £ 1 
The aWelute impo$jbiiky therefore tie** // 
mg th«S' afifer ted, actor ding to this-Wri*^ 
tef’s reqwifitibn, by-his ewa atgmhent H 
proves our Lord’s divinity..-,\v ' v \ 

it is. farther obje&ed' agdijrftt jGhfHVs 
fhvjiHty, that his apoftfes arafroquetldy., 
reprefentedason a level witbrrhiibfelflj ,:i 
an^r that many paflage&jof fbripWtft! Uti- ' 
pr$jPy f &y, they will *be -advanced this- s; 
miJ^F, r jjf not equal- hofeour, ’ iUnfontu- 
nfttely, however- for the bold aflefctier df 
: -mY ' - this 
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Semmw- this Extraordinary remark, the'vety^ttlB 
fages, adduced by him in proof %f fuch? 
equality, militate directly agaiRft--fed 
Such are the following: Tharthepmny^ 
be ones as thou, father, art in me, andtdn- 
thee, that they may be one in ns. — And tk$i 
glory, which thou gaveji me, I have givith 
them ; that they may be one, even at we ire 
one '. I in them, and thou in me, that' they < 
may be made perfect in one ; and that the- 
world may know that thou has font me, mod 
kajl loved them, as thou ha/l loved me/ 
The import of the petition is, thiT 
“ clofely connected as he was with dot 
“ father in love and obedience, fo his 
“ difciples might be in love and obedi- 
“ ence to the father and him.’* The 
nature of the unity implied is further 
explained, in the fubfequent claufoA&MF 
they may be perfect «? », unto one things 
“ that they may unite in de£gtt asd^ 
“ operation to that one great end>- th#^ 
“ redemption of mankind.” An 
far from declaring his difcipkff <5n S 
level with himfelf, the words irtnp^ ar 

marked 
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smukod^nfepiortty to him : inns much §•**«« 
Vi be, who gives glory* is Superior to . 
him t rto whom he gives it. The glory, 
h&ne fpekoa Of* is the power of working 
miracles; a power, which as the father 
had given him* he had exeruifed a finah 
lar authority* and given to his difciples* 
in teftimony to the world, that he had 
received his commiffion from the father t 
and in proof that the father, in permits 
ting that power to be delegated to them* 
bad loved them, not in the fame degree* 
but **•«’?, as, even as, manifeftly as, fhotf 
haft lived me. 

** Other parts of this remarkable 
“ ptayer, ‘ adds the author,* am in the 
“ lame ftrain.” For the fatisfa&ion of 
my audience I will fubjoi# fome of 
*bo& parts alluded to. / have given unto 
tkm the words* which thou gaveft to m ' 
and they have received them, and hope 
known farely, that l cam eatf*<&*$**» O&d ® 
they hdiepcd tbat thou haft ftnf me> In 
this ejaculation -how does ’our Lord here 
R charac- 
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SwjPJ* pbaraaerife his difaipleft? 
u^y.^ n*ediatdjr spring themfelvps,, ^ro^ t (3pd, 
hot as acknowledging .hjPT the 
diate delegate P.fGqd^d^nn^ng &«* 
fy? wasfo* Here is a 
lion ojblerved between tfrem^r A 

tipu wide as thp different degfenflf^ar* 
nour, in.being the immediafe ^e^gata 
of God, come from tbe prp^p^a^i^ 
participation of the glqry pf, t^ )( ^ie{ ? 
to reveal his will to menrj; and; jopj of 
dipfc» to whom fuch revelation, ,;*y as 
made, and who^jacknp^ledged it r^fh^ 
thi&ion,obvious a6 tbp di%qenc^jim(pjied 
in, receiving a kipgdptm, ,?nd ; fbeiqg^p* 
pointed. ;to employs of hononr; 

j^BBdontrWd^t \vhp .refip^pdijfrta! 

!.‘ , '•< ’'' „: • 11 1 a ■ 1 * ' \ 5 * * . 5 ''» I’ 1 „ j 1! . „■ :‘fl no 

. ft $- ?4* i Chrjft’s. Mogdo^alft 

laid ^orlwive an epd;.; 
m 9TgW*M5»f i if fPtmed: 

i »<& 

Wm th<r\$atkex* ,4pfa Aftgp 

kMiwlwt* #Mt 

v.-W- " M al S° 
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**&* Hfi&eMimA# *«g¥o>idi?P 

mmp Thii, S*'^^ v «f^ : 6bj^ft^ 
Mi :^H^ I We i)I ffiaM^l^>dP^:h'^e »*SfcI> 
^^d^G-Wift fiad^n tfieftrfl: df 
.co f> c /^ated‘ 3 I&bili‘g£' , { ^’^y'-'WWoTn n 8tt 
WhteeS v t«?k mde; ^n^ivfto^fMdtf 
^^Ic^ris^H 1 %13%£«^4t f 9s {Uffiti 
di&ft to d¥^‘iip' i thi$ f &t-gufh0rft ib fQ*nii 
tb%pofe‘ the 

*° Chrilb ’exited"'From 1 fete begitfii&g;0f 
^iiisMn^dbrh tfKdffe bdtfld^bd'ho^&idl 
thd ’^tpttriies ^bi'd / ds^th^t G df 
toifTi ; m^ohi : thti'6’'■ 

“1 'eitd ! f therefore herbbdld m havd e& 
** t{ ?ft6d frbitf tFie bfegm^^ o3 I&«jMfi« 
tenfcihatibri df ($it\m ftii§adhf GI gte^ 
on the redemption of mankind, fhould 
“dejidti^on" the' 1 datb ■bf hfi$ fifft d^ence, 
!? f ©' : h6t 1 eiij 1 to conbeiv'e. 07 #heh W 
tmirothy*W^at^ %fe 

jfctetf; at^dri*m rrfatofi^lte. 

tM^hi^ mm 

^rktikeis Wh 

^ R z every 
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• S W K ^ VerX W^r& v 6r&S!? 

Wyj/ in the pl ena ry eiyoyt?^^f 

W oai weight, pf Glory. ,> ^ inr ,; b <jrf 'to 

! ;> ’• _•. .• ! - v> 5pimftut £ >di o'? 

In proof of Chr#*s ^p^p4 0 ^al 
humanity another argument is founded 
PA a paflage in the opiftlfi to fthe^He- 
htews,. vrhich in our; tra ) nflfltion J flp,n.8 
ftps. We fie Je/uiy fajMS, WwkfP 
Mftle lower than the angels, fir %, fyjfa T 
ing of death, crowned with, gjory tfafa 
pour. Heb. 2. 9. Tfo* ?tigu^l 

tyoffl. $* *■<*/>’ nhxrruptfe* 

liurwr, it *ro rtxQnpx tov QxvxroyJ,, anc| tjje 

ral traiiflatipn, fir •ufejee Jefa A $faqy# 
for a little tape lejfened belong ,fa aflgflfo 
fir , or by, or on account of the fujferipg 
of death, The word rt\xrruy.cvov is very 
f^nffic^t jof. pre-exifteqp^apjHn a 
feR? ri P r &#• A nd, th^paffagp c ppt pnly 

p;eyip A us. ( tA.his,p^fgltf J»fc> 

* li^i%tipp,. he did.. exift, g ^p§«qr 
iipfO i i i , bu^ 1 fn fame 

c^fuperiority 

fa % flat*, $ A natum .abpye ritf>>gT?g<$fc 
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f d h it i s! T f aSt# ££/6 rbit. 

PS43IS v feViices the partiSt^ir ;' 1 itf Whicli y 'fyjfcvfov 
"Mm& i nor bviny 9 rl^fe> ^% 
of his divinity, but' in bein^' iubje&ed 
to the fuffering of death, the angels 
bftjo^IHgai4jl4rfled imrtiortality. ' * ‘ 

i f /i */ 1.r>-:u.';.:. i- . "Vm" ^ **>• • u '*■ 

the fupjbofition of Chriilr having 
lifted in a prior ftate and fuperiOr 
; ftation it is objected, that St. Luke merf- 
tlotts in him an increafe of wifdom and 
f dtUrt ' which, on fuch fuppofition, Ihte 
‘Obj’edkri finds a difficulty in redon citing 
td his idea. There may be a difficulty; 
bat it is certainly fuch as implies no 
‘iinpofebility. Let us thereforo 'Wear 
* 0 vhiat feripture fays in explanation of 

JfVVi'V'V '•/- V, ■ . «V. -<■ ,-tvv **'\ 

WJ' J '■ I .••••'• • , A -V„ v; '. 

* The apoftle to the Philipid^' ch‘. : 3i. 
^l I! @.’'obferves of Chiift, fhM: 

THenWOrd /s*«p?^ : fignifids hot ohfjr'Hfil r * 
0 *¥dftSaft foftri ^TurAce j but'clftehVHfe ' 
^i&$^bftkhc£, : arid eflfchtiaTiktd& 

AM fhch J tflisfixly the 1 inrpctftbfi it in 
*■ R 3 the 
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T BB)D©a®WSl>-. AN® ICtRtEPJrMt I®>Y 

3®““*^ the -paflage) before) *t$ ttotbejhftor^isffrnyj 
<Nher- ie»fin fbwngnwris^pjtfoifcle fo<&o4j 
According tp jt^i^ iiiOsqwfilattoi^fch^ jM 
tbc iTwonlijMfeiQ ithc rpeaniogfjD^j>^h 
6gc isnobwoiasto •■&. fjwbpy jwfem 
rof'divi ne> nature,*ndrteflfnqftc srapfiad 
“ himfelf, that is, diverted himfdifjipf 
“ his glory, taking the nature of a fer- 
*foVf&XXS-'> i Oil: o it ji;p oQ Ji ll 

'■ bv.-N "> .’a&KpO." f*fmrD 

-; t iLet us neac iexamiue,i fotawthiis pafiige 
of Sti Paulo eberefpQrwls> twith -whaJt! the 
esongelift!'John rfiatb 1 faid iicw&u. thef 
fulbjd&onfbrv rtfriptetre^ia thoob^rtsisfiagao 

, ’ mwA dnifoaptifte. J©bjrirji>:i i<Q\hw*dW 
[®«vi k«j i 0tPe wl>t -yi 

. ; word*. ik^Wd ’ft 

Wi anJiifoit\ w!, G«4> 

WmJkfca e uislcj.v* •'*, I’i ;l j dguodl 
pliloqs'rtfi 'to uilh. mi) ■■, d 1 n -jol 

•m Gqd, % 4p^k^! 

a w SfWf 

m&ifm g ^9:<f Y^ftSSPb^r 

<tm*e, Mfm:pp4bM* mi ac f?9F$ftS 

">d. i. >[. to 
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mi t'WgtCWMSlMAKIt IlltSGJIaNi ! 2&$ 

t^the * A$qM& tbok. tfc©ujtaik-©^fil;flqaai5 Sbrwtot 
hfep«tb<Sft 

dfFe$3diis 1 1 of i natrire<p ^nd aroft 

nfcdlffitifrlykhivi# r expend!) ced *he cimbefe 
e0fcy~ttjf ft^iteyy'iwd ‘’frittennatUring age: 
&d'if}@lfea6Pafdfihie' powerst o£ body: and 

jfl iri&hfi**- b:>rio**i» . i p.iij fiLn",'.! '■ 

-Vji /, M ; '•UliJ't >:. : ' •;• •. *. >tg* ,v . 

If it be queftioned, in the language of 
Chrift’s fceptical vifitor, how thefe things 
tftpbe\ ‘hbtv'fiach anabfolutecanverfion 
ofthfedogoS into maqhaod cotdd b€ ef¬ 
fected a with humble diffideUcd i ti;aut asm 
c6fpa<tityy<le£Ui ingentiojufly awdtaotfdedge 
we^nrtbt explain 5 1. But,; dthath-been'*, 
proved to be expreffly aflfctted jaftdwhere 
ra\Fafter tion IfnpTi es- no ' feopofftbilUyr I * 
rB^y on fyfficient authority bfcMeve l a t 
though I can neither explain, ndr Account - 
for it. I have the afturance ofjHt’apoftle, 
tfi&f gredi' ir the fnyA&yJ ofGtidh'kefty' &od 
ikantftji iir the Jejfc: aaTtfeh i 

^lf ; 5 without ehdeaVouriti^ to-pt^ 
iriifo^cciels, pefhaps kno#nonly<todGbd 
ftfUifeff; and without pre^vRtiiiig, with 
■ T . R 4 the 
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2% THJT GOftOTJOPD AJn) CSCED EMTITY 

&sfM©** the key ofhttn^ivknottfWge^lte’Uysc^Jeaii 
that, which; the ipicit of: sGoddbath ojJchI 
clacod a myftery. Owr ppefentflD^eftwJ 
gation is no farther crniceamdd,';®hatq'iaq 
proving it the do&rineoflcripitoiasrft Aak 
fuChy ether arguments, andahotheftfaior 
of reafomag, will fupplyabundant pnaoifK 
that it is thedo&rine of truth. . . mot 

.. • . ' • ■ ■ !if-.;ii 

; In vain prefumption to fix the bounds,^ 
Within which divinity may-' expofe ier. 
conceal its nature, another argument): 
againft the divinity of Ch rift-is urged! 
from ’ the improbability “ of a mari!, wtbd 
“■ died on the crofs, having beentheinaK 
** ker of the world.” It is improbable 
too* that a Being, who, thoughin the 
appearance of man, was produced by ubo 
energetic influence, of the holy fpirit, andu 
born without a human father; who Couldi' 
pfnetl'jte irito the hidden feerets of metes ) 
hearts, who could 1 cprttroj or fufpendfbo 
powers of nature, bid,the fea be ftiU^andp 
bp; joheyed,; and .by^direffeiog hiosfelfcbf 
gfeavit^ror.;;giv^ ; 

-)d}C0'4 ‘ . *Q 




Of;TUB rHKJ8T3PANCTOXKnC(I^" *6^ 

ta .^iraaerv wtaik uponnxhe: {wetting 
fittge^:wihof Could exercife even a frte . : m , r .. 
tivepoweryia feeding feveral thousand-' 
people ion ferae morfels,' 4a themfelve£ 
infrfficientto Tatisfy a few individuals^ 
and laftly whoy having died on a : crofs, - 
after hisburialrettved, and in embodied* 
form and fubftance exercifed all the 
functions of life, for the fpace of forty 
days-con verfed freely with his friends, 
and after that afcended openly before 
them into heaven; it is improbable, that 
he* TOiho was pdfleft of fucfe. powers $$•' 
tbaife, fhoold be that weak, ia^)Otetlt,i ( iJ 1 
mited: being, a mere and abfehite mah. ; ' 

‘ hi v la 

> I} will mention on If • ■ M&- •> objt&tkftx* 
mdafct which isi founded 1 
intent from analogy. From line affngfetfc 
denial of the pre-exiftefide * of ! htftfla«y 
fevrteyit is inferred that the foWh of Chriftf 
codld not have pre-exifred f : analogy 
qairingy 4< that(the whole htfmaftfperioaq 
“5 be l trpon one feotingj in ; a-cafe, which ! 

“ifb very nearly cbncerns jhft firft and;; 

&■ “ confti- 
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stf « ;i coiatt«rt ffrwei^iis tsr 

j3E/ K is'Wifefy tonlfijitea^ih^ 1 ^ argfii&HP 
ciri 7 bt £r63tic<id :i m J pWxtfW tlftf btfci 3 ' 
exiftfertce 6 f htimatf'fotfli 5 : friidWtffei 
othet Tfcind-fc- % 

argument Of Wight Air ^beMtentta 1 

agairtft the dbdfcrthe, ektepf the ^yht! J 0 P 

cortfeioufnefs i‘ a defefl 1 ; as y h^tK J 

already obfervecl, * froth WHibfs 

ribr nature and mind tif 

frA.' - ’ ■■ • ^-.'J ; fnulcu 

:• •; i->\ / ' -.' '• ■■ ..* j n tii etth 

' As tti the 11 pre-exifteriee 'of rl htin^fi* 
fodls, hotwitlMnding tH^ftafi^ft#*? 
. nious dconjdStufes’, that hWe bfedh'nV^if 
infoppott of it, conceding to 
hi&ifali poftulatum of i its ; being 1 
and -birroitetoua db&rine; no arg^hfeht' 
cart beTfrartied 1 from the analogy Of hiiWiMhS 

ha^ti te J to that 1 of chhft. The 

of rj CKHftV 1 hathre from" tKkt of 'm^fe 5 
mah, is tke great 1 ‘point «i l corittdverff ^ 1 
arid to hiss'd an atgumeht Oil thtb iup- 

“i-O' 

* Sec page 248. 

, t 

pofed 
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X. 

X 

poM^fMW Ttfs$fcSW*rtf kMr^ he ' ^HWgl 

qwsftwgnr; 

«5H? B e ^ ; <9^ n ri?^j0?«V^ 

^^4,% ^j^ferawar # tfefiifflte 

fy'hfinnW'mib 
toftijyfep^ifeshfe wf m wm$fk 
Wkffl>W9W q M ts r> aw^./fp^rp^xpya 
BSf¥a v *H kWh. a .9&> &“*. wl 3.pfp I>9mh 
%<*jPffd >fi? ^\m RP. Mnds,,wd, 4#*$, 
^^TO^IPg to, Jupsrfoded tjfcj^s,.^ 
nature; between him, whofe body putpift 
fies in the grave, and whofe feparated 

W r h o( 

Wfe^9K^ A^a^^fe . 

^K^^ifPjporfPflfPRrrrjiiAi 1 ^^ 1 frfPPS??? 

'yte i R# 1 # s %ifinte, e ^aJi0En«> m 

#)« ot 

9feo w # W X!> tbe. m upie.^ r ^ % 
^ifPRfifcing ip f ,te 

‘-qM<N,P°f#W firing ^ 

“ ture.” 

Such 

V°>te . w 
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Such : a^e’ the' principal’ ! dbjd&fdhy, r ^I 
have iri modfern writers * ‘obfefved, it'd the 
dd&rine of the pre-exiO'encie ' idBd J dig¬ 
nity of CHrift : and to th£ 1 'dSjie^TiSfe 
rif ritod'ern authors, on every 1 ihbje£t°iii 
the cduxfe of the preceding leflfurBs dit- 
cufled, I have particularly’applied rriy- 
lelf. And now in a few words 1 to ‘ptUfs 
on you the’ fubje& of thofe difcdiiWSS, 
let me obferve ; that, if there be SiXSyff, 
who made, and preferved us, and who 
will take account of our fconduA, t$ere 
mull be lu6h a duty as religiori'i' arid'fteA 
it Is both a feriouS^and a hec^ffiry 
lb ierious, aiid lo neceflary, that as i£sl&£ 
gards 1 extend ter" et^nity, 'eternal fiaji^i- 
trefS'or mifery attehd our right ele&ibli 
of, 0 and corielpohdetit conduct •’iif n fti 
^tefcly inveflagite it: examine the^^ 
lbW in 'which as with the fingfer ! df 
GbdT thirik. and have fuppof^fc W*i£ 
fe’ ThdugH' it msly’ coritiiri fbhik 

v:'\ ‘\ v - »i >f * • /■ «i;;rrt oi 

♦'Dri'WdMey, 

ICv.;,. :• -jfi ?h . x;d Uh‘}b .u: fioi} 

fno;o. things 
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warn ss* waw! Mm i m 

^ &> lds / S 
Jm if.P^c^.will in*- . 

Py r P ve ! . «F .P^fe, : f£°Pgfr fa. chparj^g 
^d, :) ifltfj%jble r> a? ,to e^cit^uj, ,en<^$* 
.your^.tp, uudefft^ it ri^Pife 

^ie. 4^^4 p^ts^reUgipn^^^ci^- 
S $£• ; ap4 w^Jjp. Jsv- the v Jcie^ce*,, .tjiji^C 
^t,h,pot;,Jr,s n^ft f;r ieo ? ./The fpoft^P* 
tBOiiftrable Qf.aUfciences, ey;en m^tl^- 
jf 9 $tjcs, has ,tl?$m, , ,.? 

y A ■/' h ■ * ‘. t: V. -. .v ; in y** 

through patpre,. as ,|hf 
yon,„nv the ^oeJcs of 
A^ftov $pd.Jnfiyflory meet^ the. 

•^pgr, ftep?! And: ; wi 4 , you ; .extend. ,%>$? 

be y°P d ,-&>% copfiu^s -pf .this 
l^^aibleglohe, ,t° and 9^14 to 
a?rqp; f 9fld , pot .ejfpefr j <? ( . jan^ foaffi 
Igy%ry th^erp ? Shall w£ rqj£& ifMfa 
y?P$*Y$F wo caoppt, comprehend ? jf/l 
|^W..'n^ri 59 .iy a cqmpa/s ith^n 

fo high: or is God fo level with the 
capacity of m§$HhwJ ?,....-Sjtwll: ) We ques¬ 
tion his declaration s, becaufe we cannot 
',^'tur;; accom- 
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THiSttfetof&b'Aiiriy 


3?o 

Szitfoi* a<?conVmo3Ste ito’-th^‘fi^bf‘oufi^&d&%h& 
deifigri'and jhropribty of'thrift ? u 
we faftidiodfly tefufe aflbnt' WKifc'Hfe^ 
hath been pleafed to feVetil jVbdkiffef H& 
hath not revealed more ? Or (hall we 
not rather With due gratitdcfe iritf hu¬ 
mility acknowledge the goodnefs of God, 
who hath by the revelation of Jefus 
Chrift revealed fo mnch : who hath 
condefcended to unveil the blaze of di¬ 
vine majefty in fuch degree, as to enable 
mankind acceptably to ferve Him ; and 
lo far made known the nature of another 
world, as to quicken our exertions, 
amidft the various manfions there to at¬ 
tain to a ftation of blifs and glory, 
through the applied merits and media¬ 
tion of the fame Jefus Chrift our Lord ? 

Such is the anchor of hope, we have 
in Chrift : and fuch in fum and fub- 
ftance the do<ftrin6, which in anfwer to 
the words of my text the fcriptures dic¬ 
tate. It is not in the ability of man to 

mend 
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37/ Ilr.ffl tO •' tnotfl K;i,:>v.‘)t Jv. 


■ui 1 to Jfi s a p$?w mw'ion 

.boO to c':,iil>0‘ ■<, -•'} r<!iyAvt‘..i j;bi, yuhm 
.gnh;j to •viJi.ijvj-- orb hv eriv/ 

i'ljKii ■ ih f A Ms-jv.*. .bn.iO 

-•’b t<- •. «J! <"1 ■.><’’ ■ •.* '•.*!■ .• 

01 y, t! .1 :<■ 

b(! 1 . ; Olii I ; ■! *■< //!fb.■.•••• |f. :4• .r,irr 

Wilton!. 7 v -ru 1 i >1 ' nyj t = jb; Tf.t ol 

t dl(H I*’?/■■■ 17 'T. ; 1 :|» nl s i- 1)! ',07/ 

“If. ol -j? -: 1 '* eaofhu.fij f-ror.' 1: Ubrmx; 

,Y'iub ,: I V> ft •»tj • & oj aifO 

*■; >*t, f-ob; 

• !'!«■• ' . I '| >fru> Ofif to eo:* 


j/J,;! f 7 


Oib , •, 

"<-i ni.ni 
b/jnrr, 


4 ’..si !< •• :('• -Ml) (bfj<2 

• ■ ’ ; b.fii: fjiirlO ri< 

d il r- ...or'tjbob orlt ooncft 
t >j j/.ji yrri lo abiov/ 3ih 
liber -rb nt foil ■ I lj . .3i.ro 

DE- 
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D B 

STATU PARADISIACOi 

CONCIO 

IN ECCLESIA BEATjE MARIA! 
A.PUD OXONIENSES 
HABIT A. 


Ecciust vii. 

Hoc tanturn invent ; quod Deus hcminei 
perfe ft os creavit, ipji autem ratiocinia plu- 
rima invenerunti 

T E R R A R U M hie nofier orbis, & Concio 
quicquid in orbe viret, quicquid ultra 
hujufce mundi fines aut oculus aflequi, 
aut mens deprehendere poffit, Deum 
optimum maximum arguit: tanta fapi- 
entia, tanta ubique patet Potential O 
orbem foelicem, fummi artificis, omni¬ 
bus abiolutum numeris, opus j cui herba 
S quaeque 
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c °l^ IC> i W |-k MdSkftf} ci^q&ifiquyhtflvujiBq 

s—*£j fcpqdpjnq^pfquatft joyfii^urji^ati 
^cfeitu^ s«fo'Mfrmj£ujlptfU; I^fllihpni 
to^^vin, ftftlioiflitowtt, i geeriarp jcuiiototn 
utilja^.t^ p^pHlah^iervilttitlriAtilongBii 
a Ul©T re^rj^bstfc^t: itobtamque paeqhtav 
et beneyplqnti^ ft ^ iapienfeife :>! Dfei, i atw ? 
gUmenta malum multiforme inquinat. 
Morborum' numftofr cohort >inqciiWte 
nee medicine depeilctada^ tiumanp ctxrpobaii 
obfifljmt % aqkosw^pravi afefibusQietiui^l 
bduttoiadfi© logo .‘vivitam, u t fxeticif&i 
JiittiUnilfeyc, qvi\ tttnusi miferj'nuv) vn < > > vmi aim 
'inu j.'uuinlyjud >i-..r t slumiuur} p nii^i 

c l% 

vi 48IBi 

°^HfSB n firii9 u ® B3&9.-temmfotfiMmp 

exciderun^qip f 

gratii in lucem evocavit Deus, et olim 
■ et + tbMfl e^^^LiY^xoCq^n^jjr. 

TOv JHOTStfftq <&%&«*;!(<$ uB^fefrfcjd 
dum et maleficum, fingunt: cui ordinis 

' ' rfiosG olfiPI sb ,3;0 per- 

'h’P t £ 
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QUttdfetinfqife bdni Conjcio 
ad(M£ktt0gitav%* atit? effi&ilp Deu^ ut J Hri<? 4 
inqdi&t,* iljta&' %tf -ftilflutotl hid 

maioram opi^/prarvitifeds tfft|ud'la:bb&' 
rsgnoifl Artis? rch;jrmicabt’dttt>fte; (‘ps’afi ih- 
vei$?amq >etp ropdoSo qo^que' tttaltirrt 
eruat, i'^iic “daiborq atqwe opUseft. ’ - ' 

JsUlUbiii onrioJnl::*f} 

< 

jiAdibpatetfliatb Dei famrttam efle ag- 
nofcqutj prowidtatiamieju3' omftiho tol- 
luoijj Deuiiitaletn/dedgnaat,eujus majdf* 
tati .rfifumu bum ana rani TObderinien ne 
minime convenirct;^cujus>ft5Biickas-nepei 4 - ; 
fe&a et continuata fieret, h uj u fmodi curae 
qii^'ina^rtitf bMbiriht i katrurib' divmae 
aftitnatofeS -pfiVi^ qtllpp^ qtn; uti de 
teftatar Ckferoi'*‘'vit‘fcrts rdlih- 
q4tfAt^srfe aufettJHt' D6o3 ? IJ fiihil n fcafrare 

fiii, bet 1 aHetii', fingfetfte^; '' 

mAo iy s ju^k ,• jvj cn^oui m 

^ DBi exrftetitid ptib Ris fiiMatd, 
nodtim aliPadti&citer refdlvdiit. Si De- 
r fidttt n lit ratkidftaiitu/j J all bp£ri- 
boS^^&br malutniiaad pfdcul amovit ? 

iicublQ rf J ; fiuj; ■•:'! ■ ■ .. 

t^ci Vid. CIc. de Nat. Deor. • 

*i i. , . 

S 2 Aut 
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Concio Aut neqwit fynt, au$•nohutuouYql’Jpo- 
te&a^ejus* vet bemvateaudr*ifcc£uicar: 
EflfS yet®, quoquo imodo fmtfumljneqtpit 
eflTevere et ahfoJjute Deus^ ]RiatiocKq& 
igitur fi huic aflentbunur*r re«umi iblc id* 
eidus ordo nulla moderamine certo geri* 
tur; fed farsemnia vxrlat. r^msinoH 

Hike variis de ,-mali originehypotbfcfif 
bu» accent alters ; ; quae natoramhuma* 
uam ita effe coraparatam affirnjiat^ < ut-i 
malo feparari «C fquugi fonmamtatfkfars 
atfcninanequeak - Animis, hac vQwfy&i- 
Oted^liuitis, raalunxquafi da effentk tool 
vWftur; etcxiaiiila quasquedifr 
fesicojcdia^atiusyquaqi peedd digrtir putltt* 
tev JHinc^oon pae malum-1 fed me nilfej. 
rfam,! i okmae? quitfque in pmnipta-’ teal 
bet: hioG- nemiaem eonfitentembabe* 
mus reuna j dum peccata quifqtie neA 
fua ddlctj fed-qua: huraana parunaicivit 
aatura. Honabium reero crtmiba i&>«% 
tuuara; humanana .ckun> cemere 1 itransfe* 
rant; ne in authorem naturae culp&><ad 
extremum recidat, ifti patum cavent 
philofophi. 

Opi- 
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'vjOpkiiouunv quits fupra : l’oqtmoitavi- Conciq 
muajipritjribbs tiribas -^arb praetermriffisj c 
ad .refelkndam hanc petftpriopetn, quippi 
quaBiieotfericis qtibufdam praecipu'earbi- 
dfJt,jfdni)entriam potiusadcmgon •? 1 ! . 

***>;; n>* -il ■ 1 : r . ■" ■ ‘ > ,r '> 

Hominum genus e t creator!3 fumtni 
manibus, adeo appetens mali, adeo im- 
potens bene beateque vivendi, adeo 1 im- 
perfe&um evafilfe fingunr’hujufce |fen- 
Centiae propugnatores ;ut innocentiae 
perfect as et fodicitatis flatus 'nee fuerit 
unquam, nec fore potent, Snvero Mo- 
feos de Statu Psiradifiacd; atque autorum 
el&nicocugi de aetate aure&yfcriptis quid 
veri infit; philoiophorura ifbonitrrt hy- 
pothefis reips& refellitor t et, raBocinii 
&i fundamine fublato, cafTum bait quod* 
cuhque fuper extruitur. Statutn igi- 
tur naturae innocentiae et foebieitatis effe 
ftatum, ac forte tali beatum hocblnum 
genus olim flanuffe, hac in> con clone 
contenditur* cujus triplicker diyifje disec 
^prmafervabitur. 

.. ■ i..,* ■ ■ 

S 3 Quid 

-> (0 
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* 7 * 

Cowcrp , g9(f3it»one 

WW XTWiwJi iwn 

^c<?epcnv^i««i^ esqq^d&Hh#"-. srr 

. ' . ■' : siO jjittmi 80{U3 f m3fT 

. II. Au^or^ 
philofophpl, 

program;.•M.-un^ •»» jnciq aurimb 

: •: •• • • :,n -T»KffC .551 W OUST 

, j HI. Haec tandemdog^ata^atft^^- 
difiacp, ab antiquifiimis f fcf 
dita, rationi effe cqpf^^^rti^q^- 
pmbabitqr. t ....... ,, (r; J)h l i )Li] , ric „ »» 

i m* >■ ,.,'ji :'A ■ ’ p f&bbaq soli* ** 

l Serqaoqfp ifftguq 1&&&&&$&& 
mibi fefva^tbnqfn^^q^i^jl^pnqyg^ 

}ipm\nm fccf 3 : A£$- 

dit, primd inveftigandum eft. Fabrica- 

tbflem>4«i^»jW( dfipbvgens M&fe* i>SP 

•• *r- !,y -' nw» ...» -■•; ••>-. 

' f * •*$£& c^hn/.j i V. >..j i ’ !'■ ? st *osuh 

-j‘ ti!J( 1 i-■ rk'insinai Hia^o^sisaar; 

* la ifl£ narratioDC^gm?^ 
nulli exiftimant: alii etiam refraoncm totum exemplar 
ara^cipfupa^ffif vqtyn^d re? ^raa ^xfllfap^^Jjiiqnpe 
W"V* P«jro^ r %«jgl farad^acuiT^ v fc ejufdeip d<^ 
nerationeni f necnon, humani generis npvitajem. ^Alii 
quali hiftoriam fummfc fide dignaro, nanrationem totam 

feofvx 
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i*Ak&f>isiM?co. 


btfefttejfliSfe^ft^eT fa- Cojrc* 
fmj BWc^aveWt^/dfpfexif i r ttecCe omnia bo- 
na :”*%hfbi^¥jeh7pe ^^affiquendtJtn fi- 
nem, cujus gratis creabantur, in fefe fat 
*B^eftSi?§ )f Mbiiertiflt. ^pri- 

divinus plane et enucleate exponiW 'FdrtiJb 
ratio vitas, quam parentes primi agebant, 
m6Sifei f Ibfi^Iiiafcitetn %t ; r fecurifearteni] tab 
“infriodfeh'til 5 ' bin hiiib brbdriij 5 'hi fee 0 verbtrs 
iff&fidrj hictitenter defighat. * <e AHibo 
“ erant nudi Adam et uxor ipfk&j rieqtfc 
** illos pudebat*.” Naturam nempe du- 
fttSftl' ttee'ftfiS ufiius 

-j.onr:,-J . f:-j rnubtrzgillo/m ocnnq t lib 

■Jchta omatno-^litera«p ] &pto$kotlr>pfy&aiitutf(.)EtpJi~ 
tqtiququxnam fit veriffima, hie loci non inveftigandum 
duco; talem, qualis contenditur, extitifle datum, de- 


^encrationem poftea contigifle, fententiae utriufque 

propugnatores‘^arU€t agnofeuht . 1 r; r r r ^ 4 

it'qrr:. r, jo*-;.* ' ?r;n t . ^ -ifee 


ffl. tit’ 3 xJu 1 drr^tJToi 7 f>i- 

<hA ,aivr?ro'- r 4 f ') - Vl 'li^irvi• 

uoHFUf rw Avrotr cs^Tror ffcntaniv 

mool mi rt ..**.< v.* : $$ f ,, * 

: 0 

S 4 imaga 
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o?m firraasov i 


«to 

UnagnJBei; formi iafuman^' r «^«t(tfieha^ 
1 1X ‘ ^ peccato iutamiaata; ftetit. m turner ?invn 
; . • : / |. j,' ’.viS .ayjotcooeq 

: Neque hisfolticlauiuliaSt^ras;Pfta4ift. 
fiaci dogma mnidttxr: j fcriptucis Maoris 
exctqnta, feiteotias pHaer proftori poffioi* 
qtwe crcatiorfis nmndi. hiftoriainy 1 fiotat'a 
Mofe traditam accepmua* non foldm in£ 
nuere, fed plane affirmare naturae bum an® 
perfoStionem, fatis argmmt* InnoceatJiad 
efc fcelicitatis pcimorirm parentum;£dend 
spud Judases & tnmamivalaiffe hinc > jnfaei 
cipue liquet ;, quod Apoftpli da forte;iff& 
keatd*. tradj t iooibus-accdpti, Mefeciusup 
Jenter eKpbftt&> ppophetarnq| nrainiriq 
muni»&, i: non obferard, dufcitanter*: at 
qUafijambagibus, fummi verocumfidu*: 
C*a f ,i loquuntUr t quippe quod prou csntp 
ulque . habebatur. Sententias hudipfec 1 - 
tamtes^inuiovo fipedere paffim difperfa?," 
ut plurimas omittam ; haec Par&b werbii 
hujufee dogtnatis argumentum jwnpliffi- 

mm &&&&>'■ - “ . si eWK w>u 

• ‘. P^c?^v«n in mundqpr* jotrqivit* WftTp 
^.quoque . ppcpati, 

codem 
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code toxapitepaol urn infra, “ 'ficut bo- Condo 
minis unius inobedkintiA plurimi fiebartt ^ 
peccatores, &c.” Quibus ex claufulis 
Ajsoflblunjyt -lit: &tkfa<6fcianem Chfifti 
omnas cooiplt&i omftis aeetatis 'homines 
proferef, ^belicitatis primae ja&uram non 
modnfnaide etifimpliciter affirmare coil- 
ftat p i hoc vero ex dogtnate, quad re cog- 
nitA «t tiraverfim concefsA, ad alias pro- 
bationesi pct)greditur. Sed in re apertif- 
dual diutius cur imraorandum ? Turn 
foelieitatem primsevam, tni» faellcitatis 
iftius jafituramy 1 fcripttwa iacradi calibi nf- 
quwj taceret ; ad Aitramque probandam 
prmdi&Be frl® claiifulse abundefufficiunt, 
at quafi rim' habemt demonftrationis, 
Seitentias ergo fupra ttoemchtstas hsec, dp 
qua jam concionaqour, clauda*- “ Hoc 
‘Vtantum iuveni, quod ifaominesperfec- 
** f.tos effinxit Dpus ;; ipfi auterm ratioci- 
nia plurima invenenmt. ?? ; t 

/in.* '$jl* '• 

' Glaufulis iftis ' caeterifque ' pkirittirs, 
klemfpe&antes, in fcripturis facris 
itfveniuntur, fibi invicem collatis; haec 
' " dogmata 
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.t Jfo 

mk&> mmtintmbde 

y^L, tur. Mundi ori^e^IWRoftifi^^ri 
alia fingula fapientifiimi et omnipotentis 
-jhi&btfs &&£a&l?fi ^kp- 

^HWi^ngbfcvad 

'dfelfn, ad ^r^xidvchdaW ffitWteri^ fefl^ 
"fpe&kriteS, et ihtitfto J et a'rihidfe tdri^piiifdftte^, 
rtttid gubfeVnatHk adttiihiftraVh: n 4 {feftfSft 
lid’ fcfelicitdtetn et ad virtut'6m f 'Videbfflift 
dam ; franc ; txcolant, ill! iirwiriitiF?%Sfc 
fesS^ ilia artiittitur; ’ 'Libert-' t&t# 1 frdi& 
qtfe'vivttidi da tur poteftas { tiiittk iirfida^ 
ttrttir fr edeffi&s i 1 cuiqbe ibtaaQa %a 
Voltilnfasj 1 &0ltrs nioirgerbi* cfchib'tef'fe 
^fkbuertittt,' ifdperiarii Dei Ve^gfralfbiftk 
Juflaque 1 cfetreiftardrit: n Ifi&bfcdieftti 2 c! r lH5e 
-pibftas hiebattii !i! Hin : c miltim'W&tiir'J £t 
vfrfe'adqur/eds euiido/lbn^elit^iid^Hii- 

mk s&mribmiM 

-ffigeiaa 0 ^iffunditbH : 'ddftS 

^tiid vitS^hmada^aifefaWI^'flif^ 

, mWl u Md itY I: #le qdaMn$ 

<SK£ kldfita^ii 'idiV&r, ; fratbram hiifcdati^ 
' >J ‘ ,a somnqutafle 
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T^ejwr; aWfflOrt $,ii#%& <£$p 

i¥??y..fl 0 ffl^,, o ibm>M iut - **‘ ■ 


V IJI \ - M > I liu J1 ' 1 • [ j < *. . />ii A 

-q/I- 

.ffip ‘ 

autpres proftpi ponfoq*- 

f^Wr. £rv/*o, proppato,. pcoxy^ya^ 
£j®Wf u * in eft: rerum enim afltjqui%^- 
JTOs-jffW iq Jiteris Ccria continpp^ 
J^oriatp, apud; omnes ge,n*es r quapjy^ 
gjerqmquft obfcpram,, rpawnfifle poi$«$. 
COncioni*, poftf/e 

WknM, *««(<*.fe'Wfft] ^BflSRWr 
wfipfetfw* smfmcMtykhhum$ 

confeftuqr ; me, 5*qu§typj iri ( 

4 philofophis igkur.qq qffigpf 

queis major quam ppetis fid?g. hpbetqr, 
ipifium fumendum dpcp, -,Qjjos jpjter 
p^ecipuu? Plutafchusi j$3p^x%,f^ 
^r frftpricps, regionis. cqjp%fp f , gfljj* 
j^ar&difi diftimStae, nomine ipftdarura 
defig ? at^ defpriptiqBpp^^- 
ket:. cui prbis terrarum pprtiuncqlf om? 

nino 



.lb*.. 
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*$4 

C^^cio nino nulla >! «taac- tomporist> t oowteotf .* 
i Iiahraa* <wquif illb, irarLiet.ambrniiiiffd: 
‘Vlocideeidunt; dum veritijnaollitebdffiJ- 
“-radtes, et noire quafiialati£ infi*|lanqq»eiH 
'A tfagentur; quibus e ffi ch u ti,[ otrftaidflo 
v *5 labore millo elicitiy ©miiigetTaen henbtq 
*‘i fru&ulque jucundffinai fuapte .iiafdariP 
t( tur.* 1 Ddcriptioiii dntic fmtaitiqiri 
proxime fcquentem hiftoricusp infuse* 
addit. *• + Adeo ut fidcs uique adrbaib 
** haros perlaca firrtia iftj ilbc Ramped 
,c efle Elyflps, : et beataronb fedeB i«p«e 
‘Vi Hopfterugdecantaviti” <!Hihcd&Rara^ 
difoj. five ibeqtor«m, ifedc qnidrfenfitr J?Juu 
tarchua* quidtetiam- b^rbari \ ftaafig-e* 

!/. j.obo.U rAh 
* .!'*< ; ■> Ai,.: t • t -v Jitohsj 

■1‘FFW<*"*?**“• , T * 

wnvfAetcri fAoeXaxo ir xa» fyoao£tfoir f ov f^opop tzgov*. ban tfu- 
•&VU¥ • key -dt^aOij * *&* ’ Vio/a X y Z x *) dKka ' xtU 

fir *"??, *f w,;). 

• rLut. in Vir. Sert# 

! h*x^ w &*£&{+* htxfio**tem» ku - 

UK Opj$o$ vpmariu Ibid, 1 

Eaden* 


Digitized.by v^rOOQle 



PARADIS RACO. 


'. jEadamferey quae de mfolis fcrtumtis 
Ffbhtardan&s, da inluU Toproban& aflferit 
Djodoru* >Siculus :< hbc infuper acklito, 
Rerap pedpaod hujufce ^egionis iftculae ;ex- 
pErCCna 1 nlorborum vitam agebant. ;. Me J c 
pjasterraittccduun dUc«q quod de ftfdrte 
'lYabrobamtaroms hiftoncus idem tradit'i 
utpote fententiam ^haud omidho ifti drffi- 
rntlom, quam fcriptores quidaifcChriftiani 
dfl;martepvel poiius e vit^ *exceflu, ia 
ffaftn .paradiliaco fn homines ufque per- 
maud den ti, ftatutttfe. Duple® bpud edi 

** nifcitur ht?ba; offii#quisiwdutt*fepJbrU- 
iomnisfeDidolorie e^pef^tem 1 mdfb 
‘■‘vgtfaia fua«tifque fopcP^enlc.fl’i > SauttUtiS 
ifta Diodori Mofaicas arboris vita 
cationem fortafle veriffimam praebet; 
quippe qua ab o'rigIne riamtto llla pri>- 
npitus derivatur. v Mops, d ldft«£kq/acj;<> 
fidem habeamus, non humaiiitatfis eon* 
ditio, ^ed pecqati poena, plane corift it uta 

. * y*Z wim ' hfim' pxrxvn*, *?$ vtkpjrtf 

XsXtjS&tv* Ktu cbimvi vrgog vma* x«Tro^fts 

fu^xiu Diod. Sic. lib. 2. ‘ ; 




fuit. 
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2$C> 


Ccttcto futtig Avteri -Mk* •igttiit' **f etttd^i AweatT 
. * X / . inifle vfflfti 

traitfftuni fWUefn JitqO^'AibvefAi-St *&&-’ 
irfttitatitttfeitt wnob : tried : 4< 

* ;I<r!>i,'’ 1 •/■»: . . i nnujiioo ni erjnimod ** 

Pfiradtfomquemifam inuAffidl 
Procopius fingit; fontibus a^aconi s irrig}-' 1 
turn* iyivis oraatum, virklaiitibutfAifqiip ,** 
quaeque ufquer. dulce jiedokbaqttni^umu 
aerem tepentem frigiduE vend conhnrabn 
mulcerent; Talem deuique datum, qua¬ 
ds- b*c in qoucioae. oontenditur, i«ISn 
revfefa extitjffej jwm foloa jinter fciebraBosJq 
aut v^Sgyptos, out Grpsa&i 1 Edo} frafujtitilt 
in idem con&utieuWs Jndw oqudqiiejj 
habemws: quos apu4; Galawa,Aiexami! 
drpp^ f^agnum ifti allequena a .Sf catona o 
io4qq#ui«?. 1 ‘V Trittci: hordfiiqt»®>TeJifiiip 

; ifj . ; t . •*< \ • * -kk 

U '.'J ’i ■ ■ » . : '; ( > f : >II.' 1 f! ‘E 13 ifori 

9 To wateu09 nrxrt rjp aXfnup mu aXtvptfp vftnfn, xattarfg 1 
hb*M *h* itftiaU y Mi’fitt vbrfifl 'ymkkxrll ^ £ 

*’ W&tr, «^V«Wf iV (<« ]***?<>(>.!*< JF; <W**>fl 4 tl&' 

tXotot/' vto *?mfioftif y oh afyvwot mu r^vfy^ «k vC^ip i{i- 
wttrop* Ztvt ft, fuma-of m* xareurraw, iQapurt wmrrm% 
utu hot wonv top (fa* *inh *(•• Strab. lib* 15 . 


“ erantj 
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“5 ftVHG ^^is^isyaitAa plnv^ChMMp 

‘ ‘i mb ^t^qu#qm*jaUfc dqw£, }ft$? atiiyi ' . 

“-#Jii lisettf, ^Mivii)^4iQ¥«t4l)feoift)fihW(r!T 
“ bant: donee ob 

“ homines in contumeliam fefe tradide- 


“iTTOtft. b Stsftum igntWppasfia^emijSi- 
“ -f$ieT’ exofusy (Junnk-aboteTth^ ^ 

‘ V. ptp xl&bote deg'endam wjtituitf*' • Nfemop* 
utnofnnory <hsbeu legens,’ qttp 'ex fqntep 
mamatluop diadubitiabiti r-y.m. ,n . ;;n 

. -Kijp . 1 . ;; : “ |.i • -U l< ‘ m. 1' ' ' .0 ! rs.1 


/iStpiptofibns 'iftis, ' #egionSm 1: n8tdr& 1 * 
pauses eindfetnv ifita docis w&cud^iil* div*^ 7 
fatriiudedgnUtitibtKipblldfbphafft' g^aWriP « 
erjiqft&porTttiiain Piamutiii jam tStidfcm 1 * 
lieew/ mihi i-ftatijiefere ; 1 i fin-' dialog# ( Mdi> ( f 
c u* 1 ^t&ulds; nwuwippi adfct i bitu i<g r <J6 ippg' J 
quipiprooettiium ^etuti, IfbriS fequetftUidipi 
IIoAi rtictr xai i/opuv praeponitur, de origine 


politic philofophus fuse diflerit. Eure 

* '^T ’ a;4iAi> i , t » nt,Tt- i I 

alts*j&petitay ; bpminem a, .Deo, cjteatvun** 


conditioner jfrima-beatiffima -et vere attfei 


«■ 3^1 


’6 


^ flf’j ‘^iJcAi 


fATar- - r> 4 **S 

•* c Vid.i Qms& Gip/ ^r-Cotm *§. -«<«» »*» *»* 




potitum 
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DE STATU 


Concio potitum efle docet. ./Etatis aurese et 
T • .. faelicis defcriptionem puSc* appellat; tra- 
ditionem aliunde defumptam ifto nomine 
defignans: ne quis forfan pro figmento et 
fbmniis quaft tAocofxvror narrationem ha- 
beat. Fidem ac authoritatem quam huic 
pu9-u conciliatam vellet, haec fua teftan- 
tur verba.* “ I ft a nobis tradiderunt primi 
** illi majorum noftrorum, qui primam 
** mundi revolutionem proxime continge- 
“ bant. Horum fcrmonum teftes praeco- 
“ nefqueilli extiterunt.” Platonicae ifti 
primaevae faelicitatis' tabellae, coloribus 
adeo vividis depiftac, haud abs re erit 
paulo diutius immorari: in qua ft veri- 
tatem ipfam non deprehendamus, veri- 
tatis faltem veftigia nemo fere non ag- 
nofcet. +“ ^Etate ifta, nihil erat ferum; 

** neque 

* A«ri/xn)/Aom»sTo P rut npurt^u* Trgoyon/v tm T£«*tvp 9 
•» TiXfUTMrn fx»9 rn irgo tc%& rw X£ 0f09 to« 

pwfy m h *oit ttyvorro* Tqvtw y*§ wret xujuxiq tyt* 

vot'd* tytijr r tit "Koyuu Plato XloXir: 

■}• Tots cvx ctypof evn aXXflXw voXifiof ov* 

tm, ovh (Tour\% TOTagurap, — tpe/xt* avrevf 9 »vro$ 

*Vipr*TGrt$ 
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fARADISIACO* 2$g 

. “ neque alias alias animantes vorabant: Concio 
“ aberat bellum penitus, atque feditio. ^ 

“-Deus homines pafcebat; ipfe erat 

“ et pallor eorum et cuftos : ipfoque 
“ eos regente, civitatum conftitutiones 

“ nullae extabant.-Fru&us illis, et 

“ poma et fruges, arbores et fertile foium 
“ fponte fua fubminiftrabant.” De Sa¬ 
turn i • regno alia plurima philofophus 
idemfcribit; quae ftatum paradifiacum 
quam veriflime defignant- Aiia, ut ipfe 
teftatur, innumera, et iiiis longe rnirabi- 
liora, ab ejufdem p^ov quafi fonte perma* 
nant: longinquitate vero temporis, par- 
tim funt exoleta, partim difperfa atque 
diffipata perturbate dicuntur. 

Defcriptioni illi uberrimae fi quid am* 
plius deerit, quo Platonis fententia de 
hac re plenius enitefceret; Ti^ocm, live 
vtpt Qvo-eus- dialogi,pars ilia, in qua de ho- 
minum creatione agitur, argumenta hue 

•WKT«r*>r.—Ni/xom? ft vqMtsm ovk vrow^—Kctfirovt 

Ji cc$Qqvqv<; ano ri fyvw kou vXriq ovm 

wo ysvgyiuq Qvoptvws, avro^oervi arahhvms tv f 

yvt* Plat. ibid. 

T fpec- 
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49 ° 


Conoo fpe&mtia ^mpliffima i proehet r; ' ubitutJe 
^ , ^ T ‘ t . mali causa ct origins argute^ diflfeanfittf. 
Exinvolucris tandem, quibps <verita6»^e 
obcditur, hoc veri erui potefl::;i homines 
bene, jufte, et honefte vixifle coritcndi- 
tur, dum in femet impreflam'dei firpiti- 
tudinem puram atque intaminatdm.oooi- 
fervarent; male vero, poftquam cupidl- 
tatibus craffis et corporeis femet ipfos in- 
volviflent. imuO 


. . . .• iu.Jnno 

. Ab hiftoricis et philofophis ad pqet^ 

defeendere, ac Homerum Elyfios 
depingentem in primis audire, erit operae 


pretium. 


intrT 


Vitas hie hiamanae ratio jucuoda p$i$tur ^ i/[T a 
N ec fera tempeftas, nec nigri nubila cjjsli , Tii j 
Inficiunt asthram, tranquilla luce ferenam : ^ 

Suaviter aft Zephyri fpirantes arva falutant, ^ 
Et leviter ftringunt recreata filentia ponti. * ~ „ 


Quid de hortis Alcinoi dicam ? Norefie 
*et hi et illi ab eodem fonte dfefiV&ftf- 


* Tn fUKTu w«X« * 

Ov nftTQi 9 *VT ;gUfMW WoXv*, OVTt WOT 

AAX* am oto X»yt>w»«»orrcK 

Cttmiot mwicnf 

tur ? 

\ 

pr 

* 
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$#1 

-tur*? 1 Vanra • xjixuihio: ififteque -• cecihifle Ccwcto 
poeta&jf > grex f , totus critifcopum .> negat. ' ■j 
•(^iao^vero r^xMbjpraaiHa famcBrtii limtrfo 
camemhatisp Jtaqti 1 >referenda> efh?’Non, 
dt: rideron fiflgunt,' adiilfuks Atlanticas; 
deque uCquami regionum praeter;eirn^ ab 
trocnirribliB \ iprimas e par rat am,; a 1 prim is 
foriptoribus praeter Paradifum. 

Genus hominum primigenorum de- 
cantans, locum Homero proximum He- 
iiodus fibi vendicak; 'ejufdem, ut allqui 
volunt, ut alii,’ abatis : pridris fcriptor. 

.r" "i i:’ • ' ■ - j I 

• /1 >■ i * ' j ’ f 

Tunc homines div&m vivebant more; neque illos 
Anxia curarum moles, operomqae labores * 1 * 

Laflabant: aberat morbus, tjrirtifque Sene&us. 

Igneiis art oil is v igor ; ct dum corpore vires 
Regnabant folido, convivia laeta placebant. 

Mors fimilis fomno fuit, atque uberrima tellus 
^^rjO^hWrUis.nullo cpgente ferebat \ £ 0 . {, ,,t; 

I# w^imune bopjqm,pe« quifquam iuvjctyiubcnrij • 

# fieri i* t£oup ctitnftct Qvpor i^omc ' ir 

rfifftr *Tf{Ti now* xat oityos' ttfi ri fitter 

* ' ^ ‘ ' ’ *'• ■* -M > r ur- 

■ - :r1 Nemo, 

/ 

' ^ 

/ 
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BE STATtrr 


COKCio ; 

rx. 


Nemo, ut r opiuor, ftriptolimm Gfarifti- 
anomm ftatum Paradifiacum I'plenius fet 
'melius depinxit, quam in iftis iverfilros 
•Hefiodus. -^Etatem: aureafn ab'Qvufio 
in libro p’rimo metamorphofium expired 
fam, titpote omnibus notam, prwcet*n 3 fc- 
to. Neque 
Virgilius: 


de regno Saturnio tacet 


7r:; 


Ante jovem nulli fubigebant arva coloni : ‘ 

Nec fignare quidem, aut partiri limitecampwn ** 

Fas erat; in medium quaerebant: ipfaque tell us ~ 

Omnia liberius, nullo poTcente, ferebat. * J ' jl i 1 * 

lOqo 

Ad ealcem libri proxime fequentis fcj^- 
cet fecundi Georgicorum, hi verfus idem 
quoque fpeclant. 

:Antp etijun fcep^umDidaei fegis, et ant* , Ui(l 
Jropia quail? casfis gens eft epulata iuvencjsi. _ .— 
Aureus bane vitam in terris Saturnus agebat. , * 

“• • • '•••• ■ • ■ • J U !/, i i 

H : Wfli* etiu & J Cj 

k? x(*w 9 rikn 

- • ^,,o t 

Town «»jj* xctgTTOf tipegi fy&ugos agwgct r ’ * 

' 1 AvTtytirtV, croXXom,' xtfi' *p$of6*y feti* n ’ ^^ 1 ‘ f 
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Enf tkainifeftatei ftatfis Paradifiaci notam : 
* qiaum homines notvdum animal inm cac- 
neyied foils terrae fru£Ubu& vefcerentur.l 
) San ten tiae iftae variae, ex Jcriptoribua an- 
tiqpis eocceirptap, iuaViloquis hifceverbis 
•iuxKiretianis jam tandem claudeqtur*; .' 


Con cio 
IX. 


Jamque adeo affefla eft aetas, affoetaque tellus, 

Vix animatia parva creat, quae cuDcta creavit . , 
Saeqb, (ieditque ferarum ingentia corpora partu. 

Praeterea liitjdas fruges, vinetaque laeta 
Sponte fua primum mortalibus ipfa creavit. 

Jjpfa, dedit dulces foetus, et pabula Iseta : , , . 

Quae nunc vix noftro grandefcunt audla Iabore. 

Statum hominum primigenium eo, quo 
nunc degitur, perfectiorem ecceipfifm 
Epicari difcipulum plane agnofcentem 
habemus. Neque ftatum naturae talem 
poeta ifte agnoviffet, nifi ut rem fide dig- 
niflimam: rem universa traditions ac- 
ceptarh, graviffimorum hominum audto- 
ritate fancitam. Narrationes igitur iftas, 
vquibus ,ipfe 7 Lucretius fuffragatur, pro 
.Ji T 3 anUi 
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Concio anili fdbettir ecquip; dtidbt;? : SoJJJjtcqom 
ilium, *q\si amiftiubV fabulisieihiq axflttf- 
que religionis compagibus occupatum 
fexfoWcre jaftat, ilium - itycpattmT crffiuli- 
tatis arguere, ecqiiis iiifanittt&ni'iiwlucati? 

• ' i."* ' •/• .i-.tqym -'■utlinim 

De ftatu Paradifiaco qu«JiTSot f anti¬ 
que fcriptores protuleruntj alii - p&te 
innuraeri, fi res poftularet, et^iOOQs 
ferret, eadem fuffragantes allegari poflfefit. 
Quid, ifta omnia de conditidne <’ fesJitii— 
'hurii primigenift pro figriieutis poefiQs 
-liatbenda putabimds ? Nonnd'Uj&ntdlq- 
noiilie hlftoricos, vlfroS 1 ’drudw&s 
-gravlffimbfque in eaddm cdnferitfetftSs 
1 habemus *. Tihgulos, fi non veraycelte 
Vbrifimilia proferentes ? Atqufe' i^As^fin- 
gtflas 1 de-regno Saturni, afettate iaurdl^stt 
•'fittiUibbls deferiptiones, obnmbratas <q«i- 
'dMti’ it ;i Vatiis : ertdribus -irtipUtitasf 
toriae Mofaicae veftigiis infiftere et in- 
Tfe'4^ fiitfltis idfubito; ’ ' At extfe'mb fbnte, 

veriliimas -aetatts>.prinME; oatBationeBofe- 

cepit 
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i ccpit JSfoa: eafdemque* a Ndae filiis tra- Qoncjo 
ditas, pofteros accepiffe, couftat. * 

■nr! • 

•• < i. III. Terti<? probandum reftat, .ut hifto- 
riaeiilsede Statu Paradifiaco, a priraisho- 
minibus acceptae, fcriptoribus turn facris, 
turaprofanis confirmatae, minime fujtiles 
1 et inept® demonftrentur: immo e 
icontra, rationi conlentanea, natura hu- 
mani digna, Deo optimo maxi mo dig- 
iiiflima effe hypothefis ifta contenditup. 

, Qmne ens, ut loquuntur fcholaftici, e$ 
-perfe&um.: quo dogipate perfe<5tiq J j'ela- 
^fciva, non abfoluta, fignificatur.- Quod- 
,• cHuquc a fapientiflimo Deo creatum e$, 
id omnibus numeris' abfolutum,. 

-neceiFe eft : dum firtgyl® tfujqfque api- 
mantis facultates atque organa^. inopiis 
fuis fubveniendis, fuis opt^is podiundis 
-apt^ et idoneae, fqelicitati proprife ip%- 

- ? . J . : •(/ x nul 

^ * JJrpjwn fyominis vitam cum £mpli<jfate fuiffe^et 

nudo corppre, docebant ec ^Egyptii; unde aurea poeta- 

itfal afcfc^etiarti India celebrata, lit apud Stabodd&rfeft, 

-&to6\iiAcict RelL Clar.lib* i.,8ccfa *6*. 

■ ? ,, 
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Coweio viabt, ad fcelicitatem propriamaftdquoiiH 
^ ^ dam omnino. iufficiant. .Hoe'esperienw 

tia docet omnium, qui in ftudiis hittorfeu 
phyficse verfantur : hoc, quaquaverfam 
ocuios. circumferamuB, adeo con (Vat $ ’+ut 
fi Davidi lieqat jure exclamare, 1 ‘ © .Dai 
mine, in fapkntia omnia feciftii hand in* 
jufi& exelamationem alteram fubjaeitl, 
terra, O Domine , plena eft benevolentid titk 

1 

, - A 

O infoelicem human ae naturae fortem} 
O homines infortunatos: qui, hujufee 
©rbis dominatores conftituti, in hoc orbi 
rhiferi. foil deprehenduntur; qui tot ani& 
malium principes, uniufcujufque fuaqua* 
tenus poftulat natura perfedli,» imperfe£tt 
foli effinguutur ! Cuinam enim bon® 
dux ifta et jucundiffima comes vitae,, ut 
vpne garriunt philofophi, ratio infervit P 
Quapropter divinae ifta aurae particula 
nobis - concefl'a eft ? Anne, ut perfec- 
tionis ( iftiufiy r iftius virtutis apicem hpftii- 
aiibufe • oftepdat, quem natura butnana 
nequit act inhere; anne oh>ea ut excrudiet 
^homines, quae kominum natura effugere 

nequit, 
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npquiit, 1 commififa^ anne • ut miferas ho Cowcid 
Baines', reddafi f Telia, O Dormtte, procul L J 
tiii dbjint canfiltal A&ionum ergo hu- ' ' 
manarum, ra^dpratrix ifta conceditur, ut 
adfciones morales dirigat, ut appetitus co* 
hibeat, utvitamtfuavena atque jucundam 
reddat. Ei itaque affequendo fini aut 
fuffiqit ratio, aut non. Si non, impar 
eft fini inftituto ; ac homines, quibus 
hujufce finis gratia ratio conceditur, ea- 
tenus funt imperfe&i: Omne vero ens 
e, manibus creatoris perfe&um . evafit. 

Fini igitur propofito'fufficit ratio : mine 
antem tcn^poris fini ifti rationem baud- 
quqquam futficere experientia quotidian! 
teftatur; ergo olim fe rem .ita habuifle 
■raeceffe eft. Atque ex his ratiociniis fe- 
ijuitur, talem fuiffe primaevum naturae 
humanae ftatum, qualem a’ primis fecip- 
tbribus exprefluui accepimtas. t , ■ > 

'j : I ‘ 1 . ' ' . ! ) \ O 

*); Quantum miferiarum vitam homimjm 
nbfidet, neminem latet: ac prtaeviderftia 
ip fa i. miferiarum quae eludi riequepnc, 
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'Concio quits ndque prudentia effugerc^i'nequfe 
r ipfa virtus repellere valetj aerUtrinas^iftas 
graviores reddit. Feraruan vita in mails 
verfttur; illas vero nee; ipneteritirecor* 
datin', neque timor futuri dxcruciatas 
tenet; natura illis largita eft jucunda oUIr 
Aria vitae. Aft morbi, dolores, mors,.et 
pallida malorum cohors, non modo hor 
jninum veftigia comites certiflimi infe* 
quuntur, oculis autem continuo obver* 
fantur, et mentibus quafi iuhaerent. Et 
fi partem alteram vitae humanae, lucir 
dam nempe et fplendidionem, content* 
plemur, oerta horainesine minima quidetia 
voluptas raanet. Hoccipe veto creatorip 
benevolent is, hoecine eft Dei optima 
xnasimi; ut animantes crearet, quafe 
magna et pjurima nfcceflario premunt 
mala; quarum vitas voluptates parHilae 
tanltum, breves, et fortuity mulcent ? >'s 
-I- > «!”• •••" ■ ' 

Quid* ilonne hominis vita, aftedtibus 
cum rations bellum civile gerentibtK* 
certamine perpetuo verfatur? Melinda 
laudare atque probare, deteriom. fequq 

humanum 
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humanum eft; Spes,: Timor, lira, Grex CoNeip 
totals affoftuum «w»rag«w ciens, viciffim . 

dominatur; dam ratio, gubernatrix veluti 
tirmda et puftlla, fervis iftis rebellibus 
politiam hominis internam adminiftran- 
dam tradit. Facultatum hanc humana* 
turn dominam et reginam, quid verum 
eft atque decens monentem, homines 
male adverfantur : iis, prava jubentibus* 
acres faciles praebent; qnodcunque mail ' 
confidant, obtemperare heu nimis parati! 
Hebefcentibus deniqne et quail defatigat 
tis appetitibus torva afpici redit ratioij 
deii<£tique nos tunc llbr6 pndet, pigdt^ 
pcenitetque. Quid multis f Peecate^et 
pwnitere y atque iterum peecare, vitani 
humanam mifera viciftitudine diftinguifr 

( t- r f .' t t 

1 - Human? generis Pi&uraa tali tabellam 
alteram et longe diverfam jam tandem 
conferre liceat: hominis imaginem, in- 
nocentiae et foelicitatis;compotemi' Hpor- 
poris atque ariimi vires put a rapbe -anaicer 
que oOnfpirantes^: mentem fcientia > ora» 
higeda inftru&am; arbitriuna valubtati 
L'ii' -t Dei 
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Cpvcio Dei'inforviens ; rappetitus congrua at con- 
. . ieataoe^ quiBccntes, afFidusdeniqaeiftiiiia^ 

miflbaet tat’unu obtemperantes.ii facutt- 
tatibus. humanis ita ordin^tis,: {et' ifanul- 
tates ireQe.ordinari -quid: iidtat ?,) hamaa- 
ziia Piatoiuca inde .foquitwr r ihiuc^Mo- 
feqa Status Paradifmcu3; hinci retas, aunda 
joctaruni. •• iI, .oi 

. '* » . * ^ '' j S'*i 

Perfe&ionis ifthis apicem, in qua ho- 
otHues primitus creari demonftrat ratio, 
ipforomque. eonditionem, quam. experieii- 
.■taq ihodiema pnahat, qui : perpendemuntt 
tphilofbphi, iaptae melatnorphofeosicail&s 
3ii/ic ct iade qutefiveruniX ; Qjiin-italis 
•clfiifta foit Morum atque Indolis, jyTutb- 
tio* nemo fare dubitavit; caufa. -u£que 
Jqtebat. Nodum iftum refolvere, noflurti 
fcccde Deo windice’digoum, veritatis finis 
nt.jpjjincipivtm iDeqs ipfe dignat nsefib-: 
isubeftfue mier. et Umbras^ ■ qua, oktiohhtnt 
mm,aquitaiem etjufijtiam Job cjus jnfidafy 
(Um&tflrxoit- , JEt •_ ecquas <adeo ..iqiqtasis 
eft rerum animator, qui ireconomiaediyi- 
. nae-explicationem talem nullius ponderia 

aut 
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aut uftb leviufculi pendit ? Atnihitde rGowcJb 
intereft, ut de Deo et nobis ipfis reflle L 
ientiamus? Nihilne mtereft, ut itobis 
iundtefc&t, quam ob culpam in hunt 
xntmdumj veluti in carcerem,' Deus hi>- 
Mines relegavit; miferiis innumdtis ob- 
■ fitas, foelicitatis verae vix umbris releval- 
tos ? Haec denique nefcientibus, foeli- 
citatem eorum futuram ecquae argumen- 
ta compertam facient ? Si hie mifer 
fim, et id unde fiat, nefcio; quonaodo 
feiatn me non pofthac quoque miferum 
futurum ? Dubitationes iftas curafqufc 
ibllicitas, quibus teneturiquif*quq (iul fttjt 
fcelicitag cordi eft, Deus jam benign^ 
difflpavit ; ,eti formidinis Iddo’fpes fiovas 
ihpipeditavit. Verbum igitur Dei, in 
icripturis facris quafi .juBaa?e / > confer ipi- 
-tum, in queis reteguntur arcan^ nkundl 
a& origins primftcaliginofi crrorismetyulis 
'obvoluta, in queis folummwdo ^ 

qufcis nuda fimplexque Veritas dqpeehen* 
ditur, anirho facili gratoque aniplc&iy 
noftrum eft. Hop duceuia, vires novas 

ratio 


Digitized 


zed by CjOO^Ic 



$oi 


DE STATU, &C. 


Concio ratio depromet; quae, fi male faftidiofa 
^ ducem fequi dedignetur, in errorum 
turbine tumultuante illico immergitur : 
quo fit, ut nihil fere adeo abfurdum in- 
veniatur, quod non aliquis StokoyavTuv nof- 
ftratum afleveravit. 
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For PraBife read PraBice 7 

-— Weakness read IVeaknefi 92 

-— Man read II. Man 96 

- Diffidence read Diffidence 139 

— Sermon XI. dele 160 

- em read me 166 

- Reverence read Reference 17 2 

- lay read lie 174 

- and conjidered, dele and 175 

—— nor do read neither do 191 

—— Their Priefls dele 193 

- Lie. de Drvinitatione read Cie. de Di- 

vinatione 200 

- termed read ftiled 216 

- irf ororoxof read wjiwtotoxo; 232 

- RefureBion read Re/urreBion 235 

—— them read them away 27x 

- elucejfens read elucefcens 280 

—— Tobrobanitarum read Taprobanitarum 285 
—— heee read h*c 287 

—— offataque read effmtaque 293 
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